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Your Excel lencies ,   Dis t inguished  Guests ,   Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

Twenty years   ago,  a few dedicated men ga thered   here  
i n  Washington t o  cement  an A t l a n t i c   p a r t n e r s h i p  between t h e ,  
o lde r   na t ions  o f  Europe  and t h e i r   o f f s p r i n g   h e r e   i n   t h e  New 
World - and i n   t h i s  room, the   Nor th   At lan t ic   Trea ty  was signed. 
Some o f  t h e  men  who ga thered   then   a re   here   aga in   today  - and 
i f  they would s tand ,  1 t h i n k  -we a l l ,  w i t h  h inds igh t ,  viould l i k e  
t o  s a l u t e   . t h e i r   f o r e s i g h t .  

A t  th is  anniversary ,  we espec ia l ly   honour   the  memory 
o f  one o f  N A T O ' s  g r e a t  champions : the   General  who commanded 
the   a rmies   tha t   l ibera ted   Europe;   the  f irst  Supreme Commander 
of t h e   f o r c e s  o f  NATO; t h e  American Pres ident  who d i d  s o  much 
t o  keep NATO s t r o n g  and t o  g i v e   l i f e  t o  i t s  p r i n c i p l e s  - 
Dwight David  Eisenhower, 

Hia l i f e  demonst ra ted   tha t   there  i s  a m o r a l  f o r c e  i n  
t h e  wor ld  which  can move  men and nat ions.   There i s  a s p i r i t u a l  
force,   lodged i n  the  very r o o t s  o f  man's  being, 

A s  f o r  NATO, i t  i s  prec ise ly   because  i t  has  always 
becn more than  a m i l i t a r y   a l l i a n c e   t h a t  i t s  s t rength   has   been  
g rcz t e r   t han   t he   s t r eng th  o f  a rms .   This   a l l i ance   represents  
a m o r a l  f o r c e  which, i f  we marshal i t ,  will ennoble our e f f o r t s .  

Dwight  Eisenhower was a great   humanist ,  and a l s o  a 
g r e a t   r e a l i s t .  If he  were  with u s  today,  he would have 
r ecogn i sed   t ha t   t oge the r ,   a s  men o f  t h e  Old Vlorld and  of t h e  
New World, we must f i n d  ways of l i v i n g   i n   t h e   r e a l  wor ld .  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 


