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FAREWELL CEREMONY FOR LORD ISMAY
AT THE PALATLS DE CHATLLOT

The Permancnt Represcntatives of the North Atlantic
Council held a spceinl mecting at the Polais de Chaillot this
afternoon, to bid farcwcll to Lord Ismay, Secrectary General of the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization,

Lord Ismay is lcaving NATO tomorrow afternoon, after more
than five ycars’ scrvice tc the atlantic alliance.

The members of the Council, each in his own language, paid
tribute to thc¢ Secretary General, The texts of thesc tributes (or
their translations into onc of the two NATO officilal languages) and
Lord Ismay’s reply arc attached,

COMMUNIQUE DE PRESST 57(10) Pour diffusion a 18h30
hecurc dc Paris, le lundi
13 mai 1957

CEREMONIE D’ADITU 5N L°HONNEUR DE LORD ISMAY
\J PALATLS DE CHAILLOT

Les Représentants Permoncnts auprés du Conscil de 1°Atlan-
tiquc Nord sc sont réunis spcéeinlement cet apres—midi au Palais de
Chaillot pour une cérémonic d’adicu en l’honneur dc Lord Ismay, Se-
crétaire Général de 1’Organisation du Traité de 1’Atlantiquc Nord,

Lord Ismay doit quittcr 1°0TAN demain dans 1’aprés-midi,
apres cing ans d’cxercicc dc scs fonctions au service de 1’Alliance
Atlantigue,

Les membres du Conseil ont foit 1°¢loge du Secerdétaire
Géndéral, chacun dans sa langue nationale., Les textes de ces discours
(ou leur traduction dans unc des deux langucs officiclles de 1°0TAN),
oinsi que la réponse de Lord Ismay, sc trouvent cn annexe.



DISCOURS PRONONCE PAR S.E., M. André de STARRCKE
REPRESENTANT PERMANENT DE LA BELGIQUE
DOYEN DU CONSEIL DE L’ATLANTIGUX NORD

Au moment de votre départ, en m’adressant 2 vous, mon
émotion hésite devant le choix des mots. Je ne sais méme pas com—
ment vous appeler. Je vous respecte corme le Président de ce
Conseil. J’ai macché prés ds vous comme un ani et Jje vous aime
comme un Tils. L’extréme affection de mes sentiments ne me permet
pas de leur trouver une expression zdequate., Je voudrais seulement
vous dire guc, Jdans l’“umble reconnaliscance que 1’on porte & la vie
pour ce qu’elle nous a denné, une des choses dont je lul  suis le
plus redevable, c’cst d’=a voLr cu 1’honneur de servir & vos cdtés.

Je voudrais, par unc anecdote, remonter 4 la chance gréce
A laquelle nous vous avens cu parmi nous.

Tl y @ cing ans, j’avais le bonheur de déjesuncr evec
Sir Winston Churchill, & Downing biwcut C’&tait un mercredi
d’avril, le jour du budget. Avant de partir pour la Chambre des
Communcs, lc Prcmicr iinistrc me QC‘uﬁUu ce que nous allions faire
cet aprés-midi au Conscil atlantigue: "lfous ullons, lul “épondis jc
désigner un Secrétairc Général”. "Eh bilen, dit-il, allez u« votre
Conscil et dites-lui que s’il le désirc, je suis prét a lul donner
mon bras droit, I’1l give you my rignt hand, je ne pourrals pas
faire mieux"

Nous avons eu ainsi, pour ncus guider pendant cing ans,
un des meilleurs et le pius proche colluaborateur d’un des plus
grands hommes de tous les temps.

Depuis quelques jours, 1l’encens des louanges entoure
justement votre oeuvre. On ne répétere jamais assez ce que la Com-
munauté atlantigue doit & son premier Secrétulre Géncéral. Mes
collégues autour de cette table vous rcediront, mieux gue moi, les
motifs de notre gratitude. Je voudrais e¢n passant saluer une dme
ferme et un coeur d’or, une velonté inflexibvle ¢t ane bonhomie
conquérante.,

Je voudrais vous remercicer aussi pour lc précieux cadeau
quec vous nous donnez en partuint. Vous nous laissez un état A’esprit.
Je ne pourrais pas micux le caractérisecr ¢ue par votre propre de-
vise: nhave no fcar. Dans la languc latine gqul demeurcera toujours
une des formes symboliques de notre nostulgie vers un humanisme
universel, elle pourrait se lire en deux mots: sine metu.



SeE, i, de STeLRCKL (suitc)

Cette absence de crainte n’est pas Taite d’ignorance
devant le péril, d’arrogance devant la menace, d’insouciance de-
vant l’action. Elle nait d’une prise de conscience du danger, d’une
décision réfléchie de nous défendre, d’une gravité tranguille de-
vant 1l'enjeu gui est de survivre dans le progres individuel et
social de notre civilisution. Vous nous avesz conduit en suivant
1’4me de votre devise. Llle est & la Tfouls un progrommc, un résultat,
un espoir. Je souhaite qu’en nous quittant vous laissiez cette
devise, sine metu, & 1°Organisation atlantique comme un gage
d’avenir ¢t d¢ foi dans les destinédes pacifiques du monde libre.



SPELCH MADE BY H,E, Mr. L.D. WILGRESS,
Pthuxl EnT REPRESENT,TIVE OF CAN,LDA
TO THE [IORTh ATILANTIC COUNCIL

¥r. Chailrman,

It is with a feelins of scme emoticn that I speak
from this seat with you in the chair for the last time. This
meeting cof the Ccuncill W?rks the end of an cra, onc that has
been productive of much zood feor ¥.TO0, It ha bocn in large
mcasurc due to your lC&uCPShlp that during tnv past five years
the feoundations have been well and truly laid for a civilian
orzanization that assures the stability of the Alliance for
many ycars tc come and for the clese co-operation that neow
exists betwecen the civilian and military sides of NATO,

My mind zrcs back to the day five years agoe when
you tock over the leadersihin ¢f our Mlliance. You had to start
practically from scratch., Sincc then you have got together an
efficicnt Internaticnzl Staff. The cermittee structure of the
Council has hoen develoysed so that now all of the manifold
intercsts of the Allimnce arc beinz carced for in a thorouzh and
cfficient way. What is nerhavs still nore important is the spirit
you nkave instililed into all of our work. The International Staff
nas rcsponded to your leadershin by reflecting yeour devetion to the
cause we nave 2t heart, mach =T us P2ermancnt Reprcsontatives has
ceme to fecl that we nre o wmenber of a team whose captaln imbucs
in us the will and c¢athusiasm to overcome the obstacles to vietory.

This feclin; is reflected thrceushout the varicus merbers of curp
dulu;atlcnu. Thot, Mr, Cnalruans ig hew I view your agreat
contrivuticon to .70,

We, 211 of us, orc rateful for what you have done. We
alsc thonk you for your mony worconal kindnesses to us., We shall
miss you very much, We are conscled Ly the thousht that you are
new to have a well-desceved relcose from heavy resvensibilities.,
We all rejolee in the fact thot this rest beszins with the
satisfacticn you may derive from the recognition of past services
well-performed imolleit in the great honour to be bestowed upon
you by ycur Lovereisn, He o wish you many years to enjoy the
leilsure yeu have so richly carnced. You siall be ~ften in cur
thoughts and we hone to e able te sce yeu from time te time., I
shall cenclude, thercfore, Ly singly saying Yau reveir” and many
thanks.




LORD ISHAY'S REPLY

It has slways been my prectice to try to sum up the
Council discussions after everyone who wishes to speak has
done so. It is not zalways cesy, B»ut today it is simplicity
itself.

Here src the conclusions, so far &s we have gone:

"The Council has siiributed to the Secretary General
qualities of hcart and mind that he has never possessed: they
have given him credit for achievements for which they themselves,
with the help of their delcgations and the Internationsl Stafrf,
arc largely responsiblc: and they have lavished upon the
Sceretary General exprcssions of affection and good-will far
¢xcceding anything that he hes descrved,”

And what cen I say in reply? Only this. You have
made me feel very humble and very proud: and you have madc me
feel more than ever grateful not only to yoursclves as colleagucs
but also to the Intcrnational Staff from the highest to ths
lowest., Had it not been for the wswerving, loyal support that
they have always given to me, you would heve had very different
things to say about the retiring Sccrctary Genecral,

In the coursc of my 1ife I heve had from time to time
to say good-byes which have been extrenely painful. Perhaps
the worst so far wes saying goodbye at the end of the First
World War to the Regiment with which I nad fought for over four
years, But thce fighting was over, and I could comfort myself
with thc thought that I was not walking out and lcaving my
comradcs to becar the heat and burden of dangerous days.

That 1s what makcs it harder to say good-bye to you
&ll today. The fight is still on. The denger is still there,
gnd the days that lie ahced will cell for sll the vigilance,
all the couragc, all the resolution that we can command. Abcve
all, it will demsnd the most complcte corpcrate unity among
cursclves., Thet is the most precious end powerful weapon in our
armoury.

You cen liegine now sad I feel at gquittiing at this
moricnt. On the other hand I sm surc that my decision to rcsign
is wise, I will nct concecal from you, cven if I could, that my
nental and physicel powcrs erc on the wanc. It is better to go
while I rualisc that. For if T hed groyn scnile in your service
it would heve been cabarrassing for you to try to get rid of me.



LORD ISMAY (Contd.)

As it is, there will be sitting in this chair, perhaps
the day after tomorrow, a Chairman, much younger, much more experi-
enced in political matters, a great European and a fanatical

believer in NATO, With all my heart I wish him every happiness
and success,

You have been so generous to me that I hesitiate to ask
for yet another favour, But might I take away as a souvenir this
gavel and block which were handed to me in London on the Lth April,
1952, and with which I have called a not unruly Council to order
literally hundreds of times,

And in its place, I leave this new gavel and block. I
leave it to remind you that in the days to come I shall be thinking
of you as you sit round this table, and that I shall pray that you
may be given not only a right judgement in all things, but also
that spirit of loyal comradeship upon which the well-being of the
Alliance so greatly depends,

The Council is adjourned,



