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WHAT IS NATO ?

A political and military organization

Member countries

Sharing common values

The principle of collective defence

A broad definition of security

The Alliance’s Strategic Concept

Maintaining the transatlantic link
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Helps to create a stable 
environment

Welcomes new members Forges partnerships Leads crisis management 
operations

Combats terrorism and WMD Develops military capabilities

Membership Action plan Euro-Atlantic Partnership 
Council

Afghanistan Concepts, policies and 
doctrines

Prague Capabilities Commitment
(2002)

Partnership for Peace Kosovo 1999 Strategic Concept NATO Response Force (NRF)
Practical cooperation Iraq Weapons of Mass Destruction

Against Terrorism 
Reforming the military command 
structure

Planning and Review Process Darfur Military Concept for Defence Against 
Terrorism

Reform of the defence planning 
process

Individual Partnership Programmes Previous Balkan operations Comprehensive Political Guidance Alliance Ground Surveillance 
planning process (AGS)

Individual Partnership Action Plans Types of crisis management 
operations Consultations and dialogue

Missile defence

Partnership Action Plan Against 
Terrorism Civil emergency Planning Terrorist Threat Intelligence Unit

Partnership for Peace Trust Funds Euro-Atlantic Disaster 
Response Coordination Center

Weapons of Mass Destruction 
Centre

Partnership Action Plan on Defence 
Institution Building

Euro-Atlantic Disaster Response 
Unit NATO operations

Education and Training for Defence 
Reform

International Security 
Assistance Force (ISAF)

NATO-Russia relations Operation Active Endeavour
NATO-Russia Council NATO peacekeeping forces in the 

BalkansNATO-Russia Founding Act
Operation Eagle AssistNATO-Russia practical cooperation
AWACS surveillance missionsNATO-Ukraine relations
Eight measures to support the 
US post-September 11

NATO-Ukraine Commission

Capabilities
NATO-Ukraine Charter

Partnerships and relations with 
other international organizations

NATO-Ukraine practical 
cooperation

Partnership Action Plan 
against Terrorism

Intensified Dialogue
Mediterranean Dialogue
Istanbul Cooperation Initiative
Other international organizations

NATO-EU relations
Contact countries

WHAT DOES NATO DO ?

INTRODUCTION TO NATO

WHAT IS NATO ? HOW DOES NATO WORK ?



Briefer’s Guide

Consensus decision-
making

Civil and military 
structure

Delegations Main bodies NATO Secretary 
General

International Staff International Military 
Staff

Military Command 
Structure

Agencies Paying for NATO

North Atlantic 
Council

Organigramme Organigramme Allied Command 
Operations

Civil budget

Defence Planning 
Committee

Organigramme Military budget

Nuclear Planning 
Group

Allied Command 
Transformation

NATO's Security 
Investment
Programme

Military Committee Organigramme
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