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THE STRATEGTC QONCEPT FOR THE
DEFENJE OF THE NORTH ATLANTTC AREA

The enclosed report 1s a revislon of DG 6 as appfov_ed
by the North Atlantic Defense Committee at lis meeting on

1 Decenmber 1549,
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Colonel, USA,
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STRATEGIC CONCEPT FOR THE DEFENSE
CF THE N@RTH ATTANTIC AREE

FREAMBLE

1, The attainment of the objectivés of the North Atlantic
Treaty requires the integration by the parties to the Treaty
of those political, economic, and péycholcgical, as well as
§urely military means, which are essential fo the delense of
the North Atlantic area. Of particular significance is the

requirement that the obJectives of the North Atlantic Treaty

be accomplished in accordance Wwith the purposes and principles
. of the Charter of the United Natlons, The parties %o the
A%lantic Treaty have declared:

"They are determined to safeguard the freedon,
common heritage, and civilization of their peoples,
founded on the prinelples of democracy, individual
iiberty, and the rule of law.

"They seek to promote stability and well-being
in the North Atlantic Avea.

"They are resolved fo unite théir efforts for
collective defense and for the preseprvation of peace

and security."

2. For the purpese of, first, preventing war, and, second;
insurlng in the event of war the effective applicalion of the
military and industrial strength of the Treaty nations in a
common defense, the military means avallable to the nations of
the North Aflantic Treaty must be effectively coopdinated. As
a basis for such coordination a common strategle concept for

the defense of the North Atlantic arez wust serve as the
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keystone for the plansg of the Nllﬂiury Conmittee and
b\.“ S T kS
Regional Planning Groups: It is the purpose of this dooument

t0 outline s broazd concept for the over~all defense of the

" Worth Atlantic area.

3. This broazd concept is built on considerstions of geographic
position, Iindustrial capacity, and|financiel (regources of.the
population, and the military capabilities'af thé Treaty.hdfibns,
and recognizing that each nation's contributions should be in
proporblon to these considerations, The objective 1s adequate
military strength accompanied by economy of effort, resources
and manpower, It Ls desirable that each nation develop'its
militapy strength to the mexinum extent consistent with ovepr-all
strategic plans in order to provide for its own defense and to

rarticipate in the common defense,

w”

4. This concept is the initial step in the iniltiation of
reglistic, vital and productive defense plaming simed at
securing peace and lessening the pesgsibility of aggression.

It is aimed at providing the basie strategic guldance needed
by the regional planning groups in order to assure coordinated
planning in consonance with the principles get forsh in Title
IT below. The measures required to implement this concept will

reguire constant rsview.

Iz
NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY DEFENSE PRINCIPLES

5. Certain general principles are recognized as uﬁderlying
the North Atlantic Treaty defensive organizstions. These prin-
clples are accepted as fundamental to the successful functioning
of the organization and the development of a common defense
program. As such, those applicable to defense rlanning are set
out in the following paragraphs as an integral part of the basie

guldance for regional planning groups.
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&. The main principle is common gction in def

armed agitack throﬁgh self-help and mutual aid. The imme-
dizte objectlive 1z the achlevement of arrangemsnts for
collective self-defense among the Atlantic Treaty nations.
— e
b. In accordance with the general objective of //
Article 3 of the North Atlantic Treaty, each nation will ! b////
contrlbute in the moat effective form, consistent with :

1ts situation, responsibilities and rescurces, such aid
resources

‘as can reasonably be expected of it. ' A

¢. In developing their military strength consi%tent
with over-all strateglc plans the participating nations ]
should bear in mind thaet economic recovery and the ”//
attainment of economic stability constitute 1mportanﬁ
elements of thelr security.

4. The armed forces of thosze natlions so located
as teo permit mutusl support Ln the event of aggresslon
should be developed on a coordinated basls in order %///
that they can operate most econcmically and effficlently
in accordance wilith a common strateglic plan.

e. A successful defense of the North Atlantilc
Treaty natlons through maxlmum efficlency of their
armed forces, with the minimum necessary expenditures b/f
of manpovwer, money &nd materlals, is the goal of defense
planning. '

f. A basle principle of North Atlantic Treaty plan-
ning should be that each nation should undertake the
task, or tasks, for which 1t 1s best sulted. Certain i
nations, becauze of the geographie location or because

of theld copebllities, will be prepared to undertske

appropriate apecific mlssions.
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OBJECTIVES OF THE NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY DEFENSIVE CONCEPT

6. The purpose of the North Atlantic Treaty defensive organi-
_pation is to unite the strength of the Nofth Atlantic Treatby
nations in ordsr to promote the preservation of peace and 1o
provide for the security of the North Atlantic srsa. The general
objectives of the defensive concept ape:

a, To coordinate, in time of psace, our military and
soonomic strength with & view to cféa%ing a powerful
deterrent to sny nation or group of nations threatening
the peace, indepsndence and stability of the North
Atlantic famlly of nations,

b. To develop plans, for use in the event of war,
which will pfovide for the combined employment of mili-
tary forces availsble to the Horth Atlantic nations to

. counter enemy threats, to defend and malntain the peoples
and home tereitorles of the North Atlantic Treaty nstions

and the secuarlity of the NHorth Atlantlc Trsaty area.

Iv
MILITARY MEASURES €0 IMPLEMENT DEFENSE CONCEPT

Basic Underitakings

T+ Over-all dsfense plans must provide in advance of war
EMETZENCY , sbecifically fof ﬁhe following basic undertakings in
. furthersnce of the ccmmon objective to defend the North Atlantic
area. The successful cenduct of these undertskings should be
assured by close coordination of military action as set forth

in over~all plans.

&. Insure the ability to carry cut strategic bombing
promptly by all msans possible with all types of weapons,

e b oottt b L

without excoption. This is prim&ri1y U S rcsponsibillty
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essisted a8 practicable, hy other nations.\
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be Arrest and counter as soon as practicable the ensmy

offensives against North Atlantic Treaty powers by'all means
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available, including air, naVagﬂﬁlgﬁf

operations. Initislly, the hard core of ground forces will

come from the Buropean nationg. Other nations will give aid
with the least possible delay and in accordance wlth over-all
plans.

G» Neutralize as soon as practlcable enemy air operations
zgalnst North Atlantic Treaty powers., In this undertaking
the European natlong should initially provide the bulk of
the factical aip support and air;defense, other nations
glding with the least possible délay in sccordance with
over-all plans.

G. Secure and control sea and air lines of communication,
and ports and harbors, essential to the implementation of
cormon defense planz, The defernse and control of sea and
aip LOCYs will be peprformed thrdugh common cooperation in
. . accordsnce with each nation's capabilities and agreed re-
gponsibllities. TIn this pegard 1t is recognized that the

s it ——

United States and Unlted Klngdom vill be prlmarlly responsible
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for the organizat_on and control of ocean 1ines of communi—
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catlon. Other nations will secure and maintain their own
harbor defenses and coastel LOC's and participate in the ‘ﬁ*a&\
organization and control of vitael LOC's to thsir territories
as may be indlcated in over-all plaﬁs. )

e. Secure, maintsin and defend such meln suppbrt afeﬁé,l'f\
. ' air basss, nzval bases and other facilities a2z are essen-

tizsl to the successful accompllshment of the baslic under-

R —

taking. These undertakings willl be a responsibility of the 1
1
nations having soverelignbty over these eszential bases, areas l

i
y

and facillties, aided 28 necessary and to the extent set

forth in collective defense plans. . ) e

f. Mobllize and expand the over all power of Lhe Treaty
nations in accordance with thelir planned contribution to
later offensive operations designed to maintsin security

of the North Atlantic Treaty area,
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8. The esasence of our over-all concept iz to devel

of strength through collectlive defense planning. A= a pre-
reqqisite vo the successful inplementaticn of common plans, it is
recognlzed that certain cooperstive measures must be undertaken
in advance. These measured are:

a, Standardization, insofar as practicable, of military

doctrinés and procedures.
. Conduct of corbined training exercises, when deemed
desirable.
¢+ Compilstion and exchange of intelligence information
End date poculiapr to the conduct of contemplated Atlantic
Treaty organlzation defense planning and operations re-
sulting therefron,
. operation of military installatlons of mubual concern, in con- \
Tormity with e agreements between the interested countries.

&« Standerdization of maintenance, repalp, and service

e e ST S R L i g it £ o

facilitiez vhich will be of mutual concern in the event
contemplated defense plans have to be implemented.

£. Btandardization, insofar as practicableiugf_military

g e 8t e A

material and, eguipment for use in operations as devsloped

which measures ma N
within the fremework of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
provided always that the country whose territory 12 2 Stselfe
does -not -desire or is not able to put them tnto affec 1oted
In each case, the respective arrangements will be regzcerned-
by mutual agresment between the countries directly co

ministrative restrictions of ssch country, in research

snd develoovment of new weapons and in the development of
neyw methods of warfare.
i, Cooperation, insofer as is practicsble, in planning for

the conduct of peychologlcal and other special opsrationss
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