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{The meeting wés opened at 11:00 a.m.,
Mr., Acheson presiding.) _

MR. ACHESON: We call to order the Fifth Session of
the North Atlantic Council.,

- It gives me very great pleasure to welcome all of you
to these meetings of the Fifth Session in New York. There:
has been a great deal which has developed since our last
meeting, and in a moment I shall try wry briefly to re-
view that for you. '

The first matter that I should like to draw to your
attention is that at this session of the Council tas

. Chairmanship will move {rom the vresent Chairman to br.

Var Zecland. He and I have discussed the watter and it is
our comacn condusion that perhaps it would be wise to

have that transfer at the end of our meetings tomorrow
rather than nov or in the middle or some other time. That
is subject to vour wishes. If you desire it to be done
that way, I shall continue until then, the end of these
meetings today and tomorrow, and then Mr. Van Zeeland will
become the Chairman of the Council. Is there any objection
to that procedure?

Now, without objection we may proceed'in that way.

May I moke a wvery few remarks before turning to the
business before us? It lacks just two days short of a
year from the very first meeting of this Council, and a
great deal has been accomplished in that year, it is only
about three months, a little over three months since our
last meeting, and a great deal has happened in those few O
months. Since our Organization mecting a year ago ve have

. succeeded in setting up some effective machinery for the

North Atlantic Treaty. Hewevery, I think it is the common
judgment of all of us that it is not effective enough and
that therefore further steps should be taken. A very im-
portant step was taken at cur last meeting in setting up
the Deputies. They have dene very effective work and I be-
lieve that that will be a great source of strength to the

Council.,

I believe at this meeting trat you will wish to dis-
cuss other corganizational improvements in the xilitery
field and in the eccnomic field. I think you probably
will wish alsc to talk about methods by which we move from
the area of organization and planning into the area of
action, so that we will rapidly begin to get more menwith
guns whio can defend freedom in BEurope,

Since our last meeting the aggression in Korea has
ocecurred and that has preduced tromendous cffects in tie
world., The first electrifying effect was the unity which
was produced among the frce nations to resist this aggres—
sion. The second effect which was produced was the
realigation of the very great extent of our danger and
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the imminence of that danger. There was an understand-
able fright that went through the world when the free
nations were not able in a few weeks to put down this
satellite attack. These exaggerated fears were cngendered
in some quarters. However, it was a very sound dose.of
medicine for all of us because it indicated that we would
have to take vigorous and positive steps to be able %o
meet such aggressions wharever they occurred, but so far
as this Council is concerned particularly should they
occur in the North Atlantic area,

I think we are all thrilled by the rews which we read
in the newspapers this morning of the great counter attack

which the United Wations Commander has launched just south

of the 38th parallel. I asked my military adviser, Admiral
Robbins, whether he thought it would be advisable or use-
ful or helpful to you to have any milifary discussion of
thaty; and he informs me that what has been given out by

the United Nations Command through the Pentagon Building

ic a very full statcement and in the morning papers, and
there.will he fuller information in tho afternoon papirs.
He therefore adviscs against our taking time at this meet-
ing to go into a purely military presentation., wWe have
the greatest confidence that this offensive will succeed
and we know that the Commander who is in the fiecld, General
MacArthur, has equal confidence. :

The first business to come bofore the Council is the

adoption or amendment of the proposed Agenda which has

been circulatad to the members of the Council as Doc.
C5-D/1., 1Is there any discussion of that Agenda? Does any
Minister wish to speak on the Agenda? If there is no

-objection the Agenda ag proposed is adepted.

The next item on the Agenda as adopted 1s the consid-
graticn of the Repoert of the Deputics. The Seport of the

"Deputies has been circuiated to all members of The Council.

The Chairman of the Doputies, Mr., Spofford, is here and
will be glad to answer any guestions in regard to it. 1
trust that you will all agrce that the Zeport of the
Deputies indicates a great deal of very effcctive and hard
work which they have done. I know we are deeply grateful
to them for what they have accomplished and for the way
they have gone about it. The Report calls for no specific
action, It does not ask the Council to take arny particular
stepns., Either at this time or some other time it would

be in order to approve the Report. Mr. Spofiord is here
end if any Minister would like him to describe any part of
it om explain any part of it he will be glad to do soc.

Wo guestions? Would any member of the Council move
its approval? If the Council would rather wait and study
it further, that is entirzly agreeable. '
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MR, PEARSON (Canadal: Would approval at this p01nt
Mr, Cheirman, mean that we would go on to item 4 and not
discuss 1, 2, 3, and 4 under item 3%

MR° ACHESON (United States): Yes, I think that would
be so, but these--perhaps you want to translate the _
guestion?

(Pause for translation)

In answer to Mr, Pearson's question, the numbers

1, 24 3, 4, and 5 under item 3, Consideration of the Report,
merelv state the principal headings. in the Deputies' Report:
and were for the ceonvenience of the Ministers, so that at

a glance they would know the subjects covered in the Report.
There isn't anything particularly to be said about these

in connection with the Report unless there is some question
about them, but it can be done in any way that the Ministers
wish. i '

MR, BEVIN (Unlted Kingdom): I think it would help
the Council if Mr, Spofford was asked to give a resumé of
the Repcrt, and highlight the methods and conclusions.
This wouid, I think, focus the decisions that have been
arrived at, and the method by which they were reached. We
have been in very close touch with the Deputics in Londen,
but other Ccuntries have nct been in such close touch and
they are probably not so well-informed. I think it would
start the matter off right if r, Spolford would give that
resumé. .

MR. ACIHBSCK (Unltod States): M™Mr, Spofford will be
very giad to comply with Mr. Bevin's recusst.

MR. SPCFPCRDY (United States):z Mr, Chairman, I am very
glad to have the opporitunity on behalf of the Deputies to
say a Tew words cbout the work which we have thus far ac-
complished_in our meetings in London and in liew York and
to cutline briefly the principal subjescts which we have had
unGer CO”SldOPWULQH.L

if I might make two prcllwlnary observatlions, in
which I believe my colleagues in the Deputics w1ll join
me, it is to say that I believe our mectings have been
characterized first by a feeling of urgency: urgency for
procecding to speed the arrangemcnts for the defence of
the West, and secondly by a feeling of very real sclidarity
and teamwork which I think has charascterized our meetings
thus far,

The Duputles took as thelr agenda, as their terms of
reference, the Council Resolution adopted in May, which in
effect assigned five tasks to the Deputies as a group.

The first two related te defensive measures, to study the
interrelationship of defence programmes of the various NATO
bodies and to recommend to Covernments steps to put plans
into effect in connectlor with the defence activities; the
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‘third was to exch wange views on political matters; the

fourth, to proucte puol ¢ informetion ¢ ct1v1t105° and the
fifth whq to consider what nmeasures might be taken within
the purview of Article 2 of the Treaty toward closer
economic collaboration,

Wnile the urgencies of the situation have required

that the Deputies concentrate their study on the first two.
items, the first two subjects of the Council Resolution,
those relating to defensive measures, I want to make it
clear that we have also congidered and shall continue to
consider the other items as matters cf iImportance to which
we shall turn and to whidh we hope to devote attention
when we have accomplishced or come more near to accomplish-
ing our tasks in relaticn to defence., :

If T may now turn very briefly to the specific subjects
covered in the Report, I should say, I think, and point out
that we were faced and we, are still faczd with the problems
of proceeding in the twe mein fisids in which defence.
activity calls for ﬂctloq, both as a mtter of immediate
Urgency and as a matter of less immediate urgency. Zhc
problems to which we addressed oursglves were, firgt,; those
of manpower, and, second, those of increasing the production
of cavlbncnt.*a equln tbﬂ forceg which would be brought

“into being. Ve recognized that there was 2 problem of im-

mediacy, that it was important that forces be raisced at once
and that equipment be produccd a at oncc, anéd we took certain -
measures as s matter of 1mmed1acy without prejudice te the
longer-term arrangencnts which I think we all.rocognized
will have to be brought into effect in the shortest possible
space of time tut which involve questions of difficulty, :
questions which would require discugsion at the Governmental
level, so that we could not in the space of the few weeks
which we have been in session undertaken to conclude long-
term arrangements. We have therefore attempted to insti-
tute certain immediate measures without letting them intere
fere with the longer~term measures wvhich we all recognize
are necessary, and I want you to consider the action which
we have taken cr instituted with phat well in mind.

Flrst, ags to immediate action toward the increase in
forces in being, the Dcputles called for submigsion at the

i

‘recert meetings in London of the plans of Governments to

increase forces prior to 1 July 1951, The plans received
from all Governments, were given a preliminary eveluation
and consideration by the Deputies, and were then referred.
to the Defence Committee for further study snd recommenda-
tion at the mectings of the Defence Committec and the Mili-
tary Committee which are to be held next month.

The Deputies considered it a matter of encouragement
that within the last fow weecks important steps have been
taken by Governments locking toward the 1nmed1ate increase
of forcos in belng.
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As to production, the Deputies initiated what we have
called a High Priority Production Programmc, which is a

progranme designed to use production capacity in Burope

for the manufacture of equipment that was stated to the
Deputices by the Standing Group, the military authority, to
be of the highest priority. This programme was based upon
studies of twe agencies of the Treaty Organization, .the
Supply Board and the Defence, Finance, and Economic Commit-
teec, as a result. of their Reports to the Deputies, which
were done as a matter of great urgency but were done ef-
fectively. The Deputies agrecd upon a progremme at our
last session which will in important respects, we belicve,
undertakce, or which will make possible, the immediate pro-
duction of a number of items as to which there are presently
very great deficicncies,

To finance the High Priority Prcduction Programme, the
Deputies agreed upon a2 provigionszl schenc of financing
which the Deputies felt would be adcquate for the purposes
of this programme, but here agein I should emphasize that-

“this programme is one of the immediate measures which we

undertook and which we ‘considered in certain important re-
spects as based upon provisional arrangements rather than
permanent arrangements, those arrangerents having been
adopted simply beczuse we felt it urgent to proceed lmme-
diately to undertake production without awaiting the con-
sideration of the Tinancial arrangements which may well
have to underliec the more permancnt production programme
to which we are now giving study. '

We have received reports at our Deputies meeting held .
yesterday that several Governments have in fact signified
their intention to procecd immediately with plocing contracts
called for by the Production Programme, so that I think we
will be able to report to the Council in a shert space of
time that the specific measurcs contemplated by the pro-
gramme arc under way.

I sheounld like to mention only two other matters which
the Deputies considered and which they believed to be of
importance., The first is the question of reorganization of
the structurc, changes in the structure of the Forth AtIontic
Tre.ty Orgenizsiion. The Deputles discussed several possi-
bilities of change, both as to the military orgenization
and in the econcmic and financial fields, They have con-
stituted a Working Group to give further study to these
‘matters, and I believe the discussion which the Chairman
has said will t=zke place at this table will serve as very
important guidance to the work of the Deputies in carrying
into effect this study and in making more detailed recommen-
dations to this Council in this important field.
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I should say that as to matters of military crganiza-
tion tho Deputies have requested the advice ¢f the Defence
Committee and the Military Committee at the meectings which
they will hold next month. , : '

One final matter to which I would like to refer, the
memoranda which were received by the United States as a
result of the requests in the Deputies and other Chiefs
of Mission for indicaticns of increases in the level of
defence effort, these memoranda were submitted to the
Deéputics and were ccnsidered by them. The Deputics con-
cluded that the memorandsa, whilc they showed an increase
in the level of defence cffort, still indicated that much
remained to be donc and further effort and sacrifice would
be required before we could feel certain of an adequate
defence of the West, : 5 '

Finelly, the Doputies considered the matter of public
inferastion and the function which the Deputies might use-
fully perferm in this inportant field. 4s a result of our
studies of the matter, the Deputies approved a plan for
organizing an information ssrvice of the North Atlantic
Council, operating under the supervision of the Deputies,
ard we have recently been able to announce the appointment
of the Chief of that Section, Mr. Kowton, whom the Canadian
Governnent has very kindly mede avail=bBlec t0 head that inme
portant service. 1 belicwve it was the uneninous feciing -
of the Doputies that therce is & great deal to be done in
informing the world, the Western world, of the aims, the
objectives of the Forth Atlantic Treaty Powers and the
means which they have chosen to reach thecse objectives.

We hope that Mr. Newton and a staff cf experts, an inter-
national staff, will be able to accomplish mmch in this
field, which the Deputies feel is vitally important.

Finelly, Mr. Chairmsn, let me just say that on behelf
of the Deputiles, that we feel that while a start has been
made in the few wecks that we have becn working together,
we recognize fully that wery ruch indeed remeins to be done,
We await the further instructions of the Council, and in
the meantime we shall press to a conclusion, as speedy a
conclusicn as possible, the measures which we have initiated
in cur work thus far,

MR, ACHESON (United States): You have heard Mr.
Spofford's recsumé of the Report on the work of thc Deputies.
Is there any further discussion of the Report? Mr, Langec.

MR, LANCE (Nerway): If you will allow me a very brief
remark, ¥r. Chairman, I am sure we are cll in agrecment
that the work done by our Deputies has been very well per-
formed cnd that they have attacked their task in the right
order of priority, they heve put first things first, and
no on¢, I think, would have any criticism of that, but there
is one point in the Terms of Reference to which I attach
special importance, my Government attaches special impor-.
tance, end that is the point 3, the exchange cf views on
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tlcn has boen under censideration by the Deputies, and I
just want to stress that having instituted this machinery
we ought to make the best possible use of it for continu-
cus consultation on matters of common pelitical interest.

May I just add this. In speaking of constant consul-
tation I have particulerly in mind consideration of the
small-nation members of this organization of curs. Wwe do
not have at our disposel the same neans of information,
the same material for arriving at judgments on the general
situation as have the great powers, and if it were at all

" possible to use the Deputies as a mechanism te share sone

of the information and thereby enable all of us to form a
common judgment on vital aspects of the international sit-
vation, on the gravity of the danger which we face at any

.monent, that will be essential, because after all that

rust be the basis of 211 action tgkfn, espc01ully in the .
defence field.

MR. ACHESON (United States): May I ask Mr, Spofford
if he weould comment on the suggestion just made by ir. Lange?

MR. SPOFFORD (United States): Mr. Ministers, as you
have scen from the Report, we have been able thus far to
do very little along the lines that you suggest, largely
because of the priorities of the other matters, but I be-
lieve that it was certainly the common view of ' tne Deputies,
and I think that this suggestion very much reinforees it,
that that is a ficld into which the Deputies should movb
as soon as possible, and I think we all recognize its use-
fulness and importance, It is a very useful suggestion to

have,

MR. ACHESON (United States): Mr, Cunha, did you wish
to speak? .

MR. CUNHA (Portugal): (Translated) Mr, bh airman, I
also helicve that we all must agrce that the work donc by
the Dgputies was exccllent work znd very well done, 1
would like, however, to present twe ronarks concerning the
qucstion of interpretation. The first one has in viocw the
High Pricrity Progremmec. I duli=zve thot the 8ﬂ£Db10ﬂ of
the High HrLorlty Programme shculd not t¥élade the_possi-
hlL:Lf cf pﬁner ¢osures of high priority. I will Tirst
S5y S8 Fortu,;_ Uutil now it was not possible
‘f@f’PortugL1 to defing pru01se1v its high priority needs.
However, it is possible, probable, that such needs may be
defined in a not-too-remote future, and therefore I be-
lieve that at such time we should be able to reccnsider any
possible changes or any possible additions to the High-
Priority Programme, I believe that such reconsideration
would be within the sphere of the Deputics' Report.
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My second remark deals with the finsnclal question. Here
also I do not believe that the solution presented in the Report
of the Deputies excludes any direct negotiations, any direct

manner in which payment may be made between two governments,

MR. ACHESON (United States): I think that your views are
entirely correct in both cases,

MR. CUNHA (Portugal): Thank you, sir.

MR, ACHESON (United States): Count Sforza, did you wish
to speak? : |

COUNT SFORZA (Italy)s Yes, only a word to say it seems
our Norwegian friend has expressed the view that the Council
of Deputies may be a useful chamber through the work of
political organizations to make up for a lack of information.
It is enough that one of us should stress such an opinien to
make it natural that we agreec, all of us, However, since the
Council of Deputies is made of human beings; and one of the
laws of human beings is to like the easier work rather than the
more difficult work, they should not forget that we have
appointed them for the supreme task, which 1s military organiza-
tion, economic organization, and creating everywhere a common -
effort. This it should be clearly understood, that it is their
task and that the other one 1s necessary, is desirable, but
only additional, because after all for our rmtual political
information we have our embassies and delegations, which should
not become an assembly of polike nacplel

I would like another word about public informztfion
setivities., It seems to me that the idea is very good, that
even here we should not forget that publicity and information
are very delicate tasks and they are apt to become very
unpopular. Nothing is more difficult than to make a useful
publicity. The very fact that it is on the agenda is already
perhaps the beginning,., I agree that we should do something,
but the body which is going to be created should be very small,
They should be practical. They should not encumber our desks
with new documents, of which we have already too many, we shoulg
take them on trial, advising them that we do not want to have °
a UNESCO Body HNo. 2 ' :

MR. ACHESON (United States): I was about to say that
Count Sforza'ls observations are always wise and are always
pointed, and the Deputies will be governed, I know, by what
he has said. ZBoth of his remarks are very much to the point.

Are there any other observations on the Report of the
Deputies? - '

M, SCHUMAN (France): (Translated) Mr. Chairmen, I wish
first of all to add my congratulations to those which have
already been expressed on the very satisfactory work which
-wags performed by our Deputies, I realize that they started
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their work under very difficult conditions. To say the leoast,
they actuslly started from scratch. I also congratulate thom
in having tackled first the most urgent problems without
gotbing lost in a maze of academic discussions, which is a
very freguent temptotion in bodies of that naturc. In other
words, they have put together and prescnted tc us this High
Priority Prograrme, and that is the cssential result of their
work. 1t was also very important that thoy cstablished a
system for orovisional financing, and this provisional ri-
ncneing systor made it possible to. initiate the programces

of production. )

Now I wish to underlince and I wish to stress the
particulcor importance ¢f estatlishing o5 scon o8 possible =
permancnt fincneing systeom, becauvsc if we go on too long
under the srovigional system this will meke it difficuls %o
start the Hedium-Term Progrommc, wiich iz duc for initiation
around the wmiddle of Cectopcr, In my country, in France, we
attach the utmost importence to the cstazlislmont of this
permznent or definite fincncing sysbtom, becousc only thon
can we heve the nceessary base to gtart cur full-scolc pro-
duction cffort.

Regerding the matber of infommation, I gulte agree with
the pertinent commenits which werce just wede Ly my distinguished
collcague, Count Sforza. I wont to stress at this stage thet
information rnust be atiuncd, mustv be adapted to the diffcrences
in temperamcnt and to the differcnt necds cxisting in cach
country. In other words, therc cannot be & uniform, over-oll
pattern of informotion activity. Thnc final task of informa-
tion licg in the honds of coach nationt's Information scrvices,
So what we nccd is a cenbral agency, some sort of a prime
mover which will ceordinote in goncral terms the information
activities and whicn will scc that those tasks arce nerformed,
and, sccondly, our own, our natipgnel fnfgrmetion gervicecs will
have to perform the task to the best of thelir abilitics,.

Therc is, thercfore, a dual task which 1s assignced to this
body which is going to be headed by tr. Noewbon, and I om
guite confident that he will discharge his cobligations with
the greatest competence. dowever, thic programme can only be
succesaful if a great offort is serformed by our national
scrvicces of information, so that we can face cffectively the
thrcats of our cnemics and that we can retaliate in the
domain of Information. against thelr attacks.

MR. ACHESON {Unitcd States): That is very helpful,

R, do KAUFFNMANN (Dcnmark): I em not gultc surc ~= I .
just wanted to way that the remerks made oy Count Sforza and
K. Schuman are complctcly in line with the Deputics?! thoughts.
I have only one thing to say, anad thot 18 that he 18 .4
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MR. ACHESON (United Statcs): May I ask M¥. Spofford
to give rcassurgnee as to the plans of the Deputics in the
fiecld of information?

MR, SPOFFORD (Unitcd States): If I might just say
this, thet the plun o8 dcvelopcd thus far by the Decputics
contomolatog that the info ion gcrvice Jhwch is to be

.ercated would act o8 M, &OHU’”H Gob suggestod, thab it

would act through the naticnal infermasion service, furs-

- nishing anw with matericl and ccordinLuiug their activie

tieg, making cvailable the facts which may come to thic
qctcntlcn of gom¢ of us, in the collccticn of which others
do not have facilities, but it would not become an crganiza-
tilon which would dircetly opercte In the infommation ficid,

I think it was clcorly rcpugnlzoﬁ that the oncraticn in

" cach member notion Shobld be tlrough thc wnforchlon scrvice

of thnt nation.

MR. ACHESOLN {United States): Is there further discussion
of the Repvort of the Deoputices? ' :

Is therc any objcetion to approving the Report of the
Deputics? ' _

#iR. PEARSON (Camda): Mr. Chalrman, 2ll I wanted to say
was thot I assume that 1f we zpprove the Report at this
stage, and I am not objecting to that, it may be possmblo to
deal with onc or two of the zmctters in that report in connce-
tion with Iten 4 on the Agenda, Personally I would find ny~
self in o better position for anything I might wish to say
on the Report after we have discussed Item 4, and T hope
approval now would not mcke that impossible.

WMR. ACEESON (United States): I think in vicw of ir.
Pcarsonts thought about that, I suggest thot wo just dontt
act upon the Report at this tizmce but leave 2ll matbters open,
so that any nmember can discuss any phase of it in conncetion
with fhe next ltem or any other itoam, so that we will just

ags the Report now, unless there is further discussion on
it, with complete frocdom on the port of any member to go -
boek at any time to the Report o any part of it.

¥R, BR VIN (United Kingdom): I think 1t would be better,
¥r. Chairman, to rceccive the Report now. We may nced to ree
refercnec to it In the comrunigue at the end after discussing
many items. It is a very voluable report and we will just
reeelve it, and as we go aleong there may be additions that
we could add to It or at lecast oncrge from it, so in the cnd
we get o complete policy of the Report on Wthﬂ to bas¢ our
dischssions, . ‘ :




DECLASSIFIED - PUBLIC DISCLOSURE / DECLASSIFIE - MISE EN LECTURE PUBLIQUE

-

TOP éﬂ@%ﬁ'ﬁ 147

ENTIAL

VERDAL L1 RECORD NC.

T5-VR/ L

- 11.,
MR. ACHESON (Unlted States): Mr. Bevints suggestion
scens to me highly consistent vﬂth Mr. Pearsonts ond I
suggout thnt we adopt them both. '

3o we then corie to the next item on tho ﬂgcndo, which

is entitled "Questicns Affccting the Defense of Weeslern
Europet, " Jndér . .- 7 shére ave LTC_itCHS noted:  siratogic
congiderations and militory organization. Thot itom of the
Lgenca is open for discussion: Df. Stiklker indicated hils

desirc to be heard.

DR, STIKXER (Netherlands): Well, Mr. Chairman, thore
is 2lwoys e danger for a man who has no military expericncc
at all to talk acbout stroteglc conciderations, but still I
would 1ike to make somc remorizs about point 1 under 4 of the
Agende, and I dorc to do so because there is onc problen

‘which affects stratogic consideration which in =my opinion 1s

so clecr thwt it .1s cven possible for gomebody without any
military cxperience te make some reomarks avout it. I would
like to comc to a Cocument which has becn ferwarded by the
Western Union Regionol Planning Group, by our Delegation to
the Standing Group . This document deals with cvacuation,
and thig docvmont which is nov fer conuﬂioration with uhO
Standing @Group Cecls with the svagkation whon we take as a.
strategic lin¢ the Bhinc -1'%”“7 2gl Lipe, and tals document
indicates that 1t fili se nocessoyy for _nﬂtﬂnco in the
Otr““.ﬂuﬁs tc ovecunbs the pornthorn gsrovinces of the Fother-
lun“UG Thot mednd. to uau, azeut 2490 mlllion Uuoplu. On top
of that, thore should be evacuated the people wao are living.
on the west bank of the Rhinc-Yissel Linc., That would inply
only for my country probably another million pcoplc. On
top of that it is to bec expocted that there will be evocuztion
from gGermony, and when the military pecople deem it posuible
thet they eould nmake a defonsc on the Rhine-Yisscl in the
Netherlands, waon in this very restricted territcry theérc
are oabout 01ght million people thnat’ are now livipg there,
then I must soy that this sort of defensc In my opinion=~I
hope you don't mind the words--is just plein luracys

Perhaps we riight have a transiation nav,

Wwell, ¥r. Cheoirrnn, when we are going to hove a real
defensc, Jnc of the most esscntial things we need 1ls the
right moralc in the differcnt countries, and if in ny country
when we know that a defence of the Rhine-Yissel Linc ig
doomed to failure, then we cannot cxpeet that for such
defense the morale in ny country would be very high, And it
implics in my cpinicn clso thet it would only be of course
impossible te defend the Netherlands but it means to say
that also the borders cf Belgium will be owncned. Whet may
be the conscgucnces of thot--well, cverybody who was on the
Contincnt in the last war knows abeout thesc conscquences.
Therefore, wo.gelliove o ny country | q“ﬁ_ﬂ Gofspec shouls

Lo

be as far Lo the Hast ag nessiblce, anhd [ think this same

i
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reagoning applies also to a country like Denmark. " But,
ilr. Che irran, wher we want to nave the defcacce.as far ©o
‘the Zast o= possible, Tthat means Lo say ot wo must heve

Lfch
a dolence in Goﬂ;‘q;, ond bto build up a defenee in Cormeony 1T

a

is cszentisl that wo have mopy more divis _;Ju, moty mere
men, far more atapower thon we have at the proesont nouonb.
1t *s oix opinicnn that thereforec==-ond 1 belicve t““* I nave s

"

touched the wmain probleus feor cur Qiscussions during tiis
meeting~~-that we hove to chocse between two possiblilitices.
That meana to ua3 that cither on top of the Contincnbeal
efforts we need immediately, now, mivisions to bo stavionecd
in REuropc by the United Kingdom, by the United Stotes and

Comeda, or if that were not pO””lGlL thot we gh Pulm lot,
Germeny toke ibs _ﬁtrc in the rulQ3 for tihwe deionoeo of
Lurope. f think it is botter Lo bove o Iyonk fiopcussicr

about thia problem pegouse I bCllOVu this

fer the discussions curing this meceting.

DR, STIKKER (¥etherlands): (I renslatedt  If I may,
iir. Cholrman, therc wes o gligl difference in translation.
I do not nean to say tnat we rmust defend Germanys:s I aay
that we must glace our dofenscs in Germony. Thank jou.

3]

MR. LCHEESOYN (United States): r, Stikker hns opened
the Ciscussion in & wvery coablotc ond fronk way. Decs any

other Kinister wish to porticipate?

MR, PELRSCH (Concda): Nr. Chairman, I want to just
mention onc aspect of this proklem thot re. Stikier has men-
tioned, ond 1t conccrns morce the crgonizaticn of cur Councile
It scems to me to throw somc light on the prescent. I ovias
geing to say something, but maybe that is not guite the word,
because the rceport to which “r. Stikker has referrcd in such
forthriuht teras-=1 cm not objecting to thot--il I am ccrrcct
the report which ot least in its cssentlals was cpproved by
cnother cgzency of the Worth Atlantic Council, the Defensc
Counecil=-i%t ghows semetimes the difficultice we get iInto when
we proecced clong parcllicl lines. ' '

I, ACHESON (United Stotes): Have you fihishcd, Mr.
Peorson?

iR, PEARS0OH: Yes.

“R. ACEESOH (United States): I aw nct fanilicr with the
docunent to which you refer, Iir, Stikker. Jould ycu give us
some number so that we canld find 1t? Zs 1t o Norta Atlantic
Treaty Orgoanizaticn poper?

R, STIKXER (Netherlands): Yre Chairmon, I hove this
document here befarc e, but I (id not intend tc have ¢ dis-
cussion about this rou““nt. I only made mention of it to
rnake it clear what is implicd at the »nrescnt noment by the
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discussion which is going on about this Rhine-Yisscl Line.
The docurient I have here before me is the property of tho
Nerth Atlantic Treaty Organization. It is a decument

which has beecn forwarded by the Western Urion Regional

Planning Group, Chicfs. of §taff Committece, I think on the
18th of August, so I could g;vo you the numbers so you
could look at it.

MR, ACHESON (United States): Thank you.

MR, STIKKER (Nctherlands): But ag far as I can see,
thig samc docunent will probably have to be dlscussed by
the Ministers of Defensc when they meet 1n the course-of
the next mcnth In uashington, but I believe that it is

_escential thot the Defensc Ministers receive from our Council

sonic pelitical guidanco about the prceblomg which are ine

VC‘l Vo,

MR, BEVIN (United Kingdcm): MNr. Choimman.
MB. ACHZSOW (United States): Ir, Bovin.

MR, BEVIN (United Kingdom)s Yeu erc awarc that this
teehnical consideration which hos influcnced the planning up
to date has given rise bo o good deel of anxioty, but clearly
the planncrs, as I sce it, arc in o vicilous circle. We know
that there are politicol considerations which ought to impel
them to moake their plons on, say, any one particular basis,
but then they have te look hround to sec the raterial ot
their disposal, the menpower, the troops, all the rest of it,
and the e¢ffect that has got on the civice population, and
this partieular decument, as I undcrsbtand it, has becn devised
nct so0 much a8 an exclusive strotegic consideration asgs that
that was 2ll the troops thoy thought were availlable, It hos
been measured whnt could be dene onéd whet ceuld be involved
if it was done with the manpower and eguimiznt and finance
which they have had to acssumce weuld be at their disposal,.
Now, therc have been of coursc in the last weelk “contingents",
wo think o period of training and possible greater increas
of nmanpowor which would be onc of the congiderations that
this Rhine~Yissel Line would hove bo be altercd. There arc
discussicns we have got toe have over the Gorme zituation.

If T rxvy say zo, there 1g thoe very welcone anpouncoment bthat
President Trumon nmight of fer o strategic P”ﬂCCptlJn. There

1s a variety of things gulng on_at L"o orosent Foament which
does pnot pubt us quite in o pOSlthD to suggeut to the Defense
Cormittee how or exactly the way in which the plan of battle,
unfertunately, takes plaoc, but what I do think ig ecssential
is for cll of us to Indicate to the Dofensc Comnmittec through
tne Deputies rcally the maximum wo can <o apd the stoges
under which we cap do it., I connot see how the planncrs can
give us what we want unless we give them the conditicns
praccefent to fix the plang In accordance with the power,
nanpower and cguiprent that is casential to carry it out.




DECLASSIFIED - PUBLIC DISCLOSURE / DECLASSIFIE - MISE EN LECTURE PUBLIQUE

Co-vR/l
wldw’

It is therefore=--1 think Mr. Stikker would cgree--a twofold
problen. If we advisc the Defcensc Committes to reecnsider
this problen: and the planners draw o different plan, it
will be essential at the same time for the Counrcil to weally
face up te its decisions, awkward cos they are, ag to hew
they arce going to mect the bill urnder thoe differcent heads

if the olen ig changed a8 desired,

. If we can get the ferce we are talking about, and give
force to w/ihat we are going to tollr about later, such a
formidable arnmy that can fight 28 for eaxsht os poszidle and
hold it, I think all of us agree thot iz o much cheaper pro-
position, to puv up our moxinun strcngth and prevent Belglumts
bcing ovorrun and then have the awful btask when it has been
overrun and the cost of liberation afterword., I menn thot
I think it 18 2o concept shat we could all zecept, but the
guestion is whether we can gather rescurces speedily encugh
and resolutely enough to toake that, what I believe to be o
terrific blow,., %¥hebher it can be held, and if it is held 1t
will be o great thing for all the people of Zurope. I do
not think, speaking fer my country, we have closed our minds
to this strategic concept. T arm told thot it heos been
meceured and coproached purcly on the grounds I stated just
now, of what at thc roment i1t is designed we would have
evailable, that there would “e forccs to hold 1t

FR. LCEESON (United Stobes): Lr. Schumen

M. SCHUMAN (FRANCE): (Tronslated) Mr. Ghairmen, I wish
to say that I fully share the ccnecrns that have becen exe
pressed by my collcague from the Wetherlands, Dr. Stikker,
Prance ot the time of slgniné the orth Ltlantic Treaty in-
gisted particularly on the defense andG the nraucctlon of the
Western European countries against possible atbacks. We of
course share the views of Xir. Pcvin in that we would like to
avoid in as much as possible a 1iberatlion ond o reconguest
of territorics. Wc went by 2ll means to avoid an invasion
of our territory, even if 1t is only of o small fraction
thercof. The reeort which was here mentioncd was doted July
of this year, cnd T on guite surc that this report vnkes into
account the military strength and the stonding forccocs at the
time. It iIs uwp te the nilitary to state clearly what are
possibilities on the ficlds o¢f battle, znd in this respect of
possibilities I cleim less conpetened than Mr, Stikkor. Ve
arc fully aware that ouvr military ;urcos are insufficient ot

-this time., We cre fully aworc of the cxistencce of a very grove

threat, and 1t is in the 1¢ght of uh_s awarcness that we arc
doing this great ¢ffert of gro@uctlon and reermament and

that we have given our conmsent and cur authorizaticns to all
the projects which_have been comrmitted $Ho memorzudwns which
were published in jLugust. However, we are still in the realm
of projccts and we have net entered into cencrete and real
accoriplishnents, The fact remaing that in the months that are
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coming now the tarcat still exists and this threat hovers

not only cver the Lew Countries but over Western Europe as

a whole. This probloa is not only a problem for the
Nethorlends but it is a preblen far all countrics in Zuropce.
It is not only a problem of refugecs but it is a problem
affecting very vast arcas. Tiat is why I oxpress ny
selidarity in the face of the threat, ¢f the existence of
which I am fully awarc. /4 short moment age lir. Stikkoer
nenticned the choice with which we are faccd: either to

arm Western Luropc by adding large numbcrs of divisions
coming freom cur Western £llics, the Jnited stotes, the

United Kingdenm and Concda, or crming Germany. I am deflinitely
in faver of the first choidd, @n< nere I volice my approevel

of thc cpinions expressed by r. Bevin. Eewever, os for tne
elternative, that is the sccond cheice, the poseibility of
arning Gormany, [ wish to moke stropg roservations cn this
point. mven if we were agrced to arm Gormony, such armoncnt

‘could not be carricd cut at once, i1t could not become cffec~

tive irmediately, and the saxe delays in rearmancnt which
apply to us, the Western countrics, weuld elso apply to
Germany, beecause we know that Germany ot present stoge is
practically incapeble of reorming itsclf. Those delays are
due to tae fact that we are 2ll digging from the some re-
serves, from the seme cconomic scurces. So we still are
faced with the same preoblcm. There is an immediate threat
thet hins to be averted ot 2ll costs, and the possipility cf
arming Germany would noct give us any immedicte security
ageinust that threat. In one werd, I completely sympathlze
with the opinions cxpressed by my colleague frcm the Wether-
lands.

MR, ACHESON (United States); Has ony other Minister
got on cbservation to mcke cn this pcint?

Tt is not ten minutes to 1:00 and I supposc you will be
wanting to have lunchs I.would like &2 leave a theought with
you tu consider curing lunch, and thet is that if there is
any idea that there 1s & cholee about this matter, I think
we will want to reecnsicder thet very carefully, In ny judg-
ment there is no choice as to whether you decide that you

an defend an adeauate area of Rurcpe either by bringing in
troops from outside of BEuropc oy by wging, by owiing, oy
hiving Germony porticipatec. 2F 10 18 going o DO Cohe suc=
cessfully, in my judguent 1% is golng te require both. I
jen't one or the cther: it is both. Wow I agréce with Mr.
Bevin., You can look at this matter from one of two ways,
You can c¢ither say to your military men, "idere are all the
trocps you can have, FEow much territory can you defend with
those troops? That is one way to ge ot it. The other way
is to say to the militeory men as political officers, "It is
essential in order to de what we must do to defend a certoin
area, How vou tell us how nuch it takes to dc that and it ig
up tc us %o go out and get it for ycu.® KNow that is in my
judgment tho bare nececssity of this matter, and I think ¥r.
Stikker is quite right whon he ooys we have just got te face
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me tris v ww_ﬂuummﬂmomﬂwm.apu sic and wrestle with it cnd I
=y :ﬁ%mowg. UL LI #anwww with 1T this ofternoon ond not be
_ beshrul absut it, beecausc this 1ics at the heart of the
= trouble, and I think every Liinister at this ta®lec owes
i 1% to his cclleagucs to cxpress b»m vicw on this watter,
and I shall sow heoitate to express mine this afterncon.,
3 _
= Shall we adjourn until 3:007
-
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