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1 The Council agreed that the United States Representative 
should continue as Chairman through the meetings of this 
session, after which the Chairmanship would be assumed by the 
Belgian Foreign Minister. 

1. ~ntroductory Remarks by the Chairman 

2, The Chairman noted that, since the establishment of the 
Council a year ago, notable progress haa been made in estab- 
lishing effective mechinery in the field of military and 
economic matters. In particular, the appointment of the 
Council Deputies had alr~ady borne fruit, Effective as these 
steps had been, however, they did not go far enough, and the 
Council would he fzlt in the course of this Session wish to 
discuss wafs and means of securing the transition from the 
planning stage to the provision of active forces for the 
defence of freedom in durope. The aggression in Korea had 

l 

produced a salutary effect, both in demonstrating the unity of 
purpose among the free nations and by emphasizing the danger 
of imrnediate defïciencies in the defences of the NAT countries. 
He was certain that the Council would be encouraged by the n w s  
of counter-attack in Korea and he had confidence in its success. 

II. Adoption of the Agenda 

3 .  The Council unanimously adopted the proposed agenda 
(DOC. C5 -. D/?). 

III. Report of the Council, Deputi3 .- 

4. The Council had before ther0 a Report by the ~ouncil 
Deputies (~ocument No. CS - D/2). , 

5. At the request of the Council the United States Deputy 
gave an oral surnmary of the Report. He emphasised two general 
points which had characterized, in his view, the work of the 
Deputies during their two sessions in London, namely, (a) the 
feeling of urgency whièh had accompanied their deliberations ane- 
(b) a gratifying atrnosphere of real solidaritg and team work. 

6. The Deputies had bzsd their an~roach to the manifold 
probiems involved on Resolution  NO.-&/^ of the North Atlantic 
Council, which prssented them with five principal tasks (see 
pzkagraph 4 of the ~eport) . In the first instance, however, 
the Deputies had felt themselves compelled to concentrute 
on the tasics sumzrized in sub-pvûgraph 4(a) and 4(b) of the 
Report, iwhich relc.ted i mediatelgr to the strengthening of the 
forces of the North Atlz.ntic Treaty. Thzy had not, however, 
overlooked the threc remaining tzsks and proposed to con- 
centrate on them 2s -soon es possible. 

7. The action which they had taken to strengthen the 
defences of the North Atl~ntic ?Te?. h ~ d  b e m  restrictcd to 



i imed ic t e  measures which had been u n d e r t ~ k e n  without p r e j u d i c e  
t o  t h e  long-term cons idera t ions .  

8. I n  the  pure ly  m i l i  t m y  f i e l d  membsr Governments hcid been 
csked t o  submit a s  a ma t t e r  of urgency s t a t e n e n t s  showing whit  
s t e p s  they,conte-nglated t o  incri lase t h e  to t ? , l  e f f e c t i v e  cornb2.t 
f o r c e s  r e a d i l y  a n i l a b l e  on t h ~ ï l s t  J-uly, 1951. These r e p o r t s  
had been sub jec ted  t o  =I pre l iminary  anztlysis by the  Deput ies  
and haa subsequently been r e n i t t e d  t o  the  Chairinan of t h e '  
Defence Cornmittee with  t h e  request  t h a t  the  l a t t e r  should  
a m l y s e  the  r e p l i e s ,  a s  a mat te r  of urgency, f o r  p r s s e n t a t i o n  
t o  t h e  Council ,  t oge the r  w i t h  such recornrnendations a s  might 
be appropr i a t e  i n  the  l i g h t  thereof ,  

- . g .  I n  t h e  f i e l d  of product ion the  Deputics had been ab le  t o  
take s t e p  f o r  the i imedia te  iinplementntion, of a  high p r i o r i  t y  
product ion programme. This progrzine , which 3Aïned ct t h e  

-.maximum use  of e x i s t h g  product ion cepac i ty  i n  the  European 
'NAT count ' r ies  f o r  c a t a g o r i e s  of equipment which were of v i t a l  
importancc, had been based on s t u d i e s  which hnd been r a p i d l y  , 

prepared by the  Permanent Working S t a f f s  of t he  M i l i t a r y  
Production and Supply Bomd and the Defence F inanc ic l  and 
Zconomic Corni t tee .  He emphasised t h a t ,  i n  o rde r  t o  f a c i l i -  

' t a t e  the  imglernentation of t h i s .  prograime, Deputies had agreed 
on in te r i in  f i n 2 n c i d  arrangements under which the  i n i t i a l  c o s t  
of the  a d d i t i o n a l  procluction would f a 1 1  on the  producing 
country and t h e  machinwy of the  Suropeen Payments Union would 
be used i n  c a s e s  where equipimnt w s  t r a n s f e r r e d  from one 
country t o  another.  Provis ion  vms a l s o  made f o r  f i n a n c i a l  
a s s i s t ance /  from the United S t a t e s ,  i n  2.ccor.dancé'<rith measures 
which had been aut .hor iscd by t he  Uiriited S t a t e s  Congress. 

. Deputies hûd a l s o  he ld  e pre l iminary  exchange of views.on pos- 
s i b l e  ,chmges which might be,  necessary i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  s t r u c -  

-. t u r e  of the  NAT agencies and ha& s e t  up a i~Yoriiing Group t o  
s tudy t h e  d e t a i l e d  probleins involved'  a s  a ma t t e r  of urgency. 
He hoped t h a t  t he  d i scuss ions  e t  t h i s  s e s s i o n  .of the  Council  
would provide s o m  v a l u ~ b l e  guidance t o  the  Working Group i n  
submit t ing t h e i p  d e t a i l e d  recoinrneiidatioi~s. . . 

O .  Deput ies  had z l so  turned  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  the need f o r  
ensuring t h e  disseminat ion of f a c t u a l  in rormzt ion  regûrüing 
the  .airns a d  objectives of t h e  North A t l a n t i c  Treaty,  and a s  

"a r e s u l t  had approved t h e  ap-ointïnent of a Di rec to r  of 
. Inforination Serv ices  who wouid be  a s s i s t e d  by a smal l  s t a f f  

o f  e x p e r t s  and vvoulfi- wo-rk under the  gene ra l  guidance of t h e  
Council Deputies.  

Il'. To. sum up, the.  Deput ies ,  al though they had been much 
encourage& by st.eps which had a l readg  been mnounced- concern- 
ing inc reased  d.efence e f f o r t s  by the  NAT c o u n t r i e s ,  were f u l l y  
awar6"liow huch reinained t o  be done. The prel.i.minary s tudy  of 
the  r e p l i e s  jubrilitted by Movernmmts t o  th.6 United S t a t e s  on 

;- th<proPos6d l e v e l s  of à e f m c e  e f f o r t  i n  the  r e spec t ive  
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countries shomed only too clearly the continued existence of 
a substantial gzp betwsen planned resources and the full 
defencc requirements. 

12. ~v~embers expressed their general appreciation of the work 
which had been carried out by the Deputies during the short 
period siilce their formation; The following points were 
mentioncd in discussion: 

( 1 )  Attention was drawn to the desirability of' the 
Council Ueputies carrying out exchanges of views on 
political matters, in accordcnce with the terrns of 
Council Resolution No. 4/7. These exchanges of views 
'might prove most useful to the smallcr countries who 
did not enjoy the sxne facilitiss as the larger 
countries for obtaining information from widely dif- 
fering sources. In pointing out the desirability of 
these cxchanges of vievrs it was cmphasised that steps 
should be taken to ensure that rnntters of greater 
urgency were not thereby 6-elayed. 

, (2) It was unmimously.a&-reed thai the Director of 
,;Information Services should proceed wariljr in his 
Very delicsltk ta& of presenting the ,aims and . , 

:'objectives of the Piorth Atlantic 'Trecty to the public.' 
K ,large staff' would not be required but it must be of 
high quality. It was also agresd that, as recommended 

, by'the Deputies, infornation sliould be disseminated to 
the public through the Nat ional 'Inf'ormati on Services., 
so as to take account of thc varying conaitions in each 
country. 

(3) It was confirmed that ther~ was no reason why 
appropriate additions should. not be made to the list 
of items contained in the high prioritg production 
programme as the need for them mose. 

(4) It was 2,lso confirmed that the intcrim financial 
arrangements for the inlpleinentation of the high 
priorit51 production programm did n3t exclude the 
'conclusion of separate bilcteral ûgreements govern- 
ing th2 purchase and sale of militery equiprnent. 

(5) W. Schuman emph2.sised. the view of his Governrnent 
that it was essential to introd-uce permncnt financicl 
arrangements 2s soon CLS possible m'-in the absence of- 
such arrangements it would be difficult, if not impossible, 
for countries to meet the full requirements under the 
Meaium Term Defencc Plan. 

1 .  The Council received the Report of the Council Deputies . 
(~ocument C5 - ~ / 2 )  on the understanding that they would be 
free to discuss at a later stage points arising from the report 
which affected. subsequent items on the Agenda. 



IV. Item 4': Ques t ions  -...-.--.-- APfectinv A-- tha  Defence of :Vestern Europe - 

14. D. Stiklrer drew a t t e n t i o n  t o  a r e p o r t  of Bugust 18, 1950, 
yhich had been f orwarded bjr t he  Western European Regional 

,P lanning  Group t o  th'e Standing Group of the  M i l i t a r y  Cornmittee 
recomending withdrawal t o  Rhine-Yssel defence l i n c  i n  t h e . e v e n t  -- - . . . . 
of aggression i n  Western Europe. ii dec is ion  t o  defend t h i s  
l i n 5  would n e c e s s i t a t e  the  evacuat ion of two ana a h a l f  

, m i l l i o n  i n h a b i t a n t s  from the no r the rn  provinces of t he  
Netherlands and of a  fur t l i e r  mi l l i on -  r e s i d i n g  e ü s t  of t h i s  
l i n e .  This w i  thdravval would a l s o  involve evacuat ions  from 
Germmy. I n  h i s  view a  plan t o  defend t h i s  smal l  a r e a ,  
s a o l l e n  with  re fugees ,  was comple$ely u n r e a l i s t i c .  ' The 
. e f f e c t  on the  morale i n  the  Metherlands would be d i s a s t r o u s  
li? such a  p lan  wore adopted m d .  whm high inorale tms 
' indispensable  f o r  a  success fu l  defence. In.  h i s  vievv i t  was 
e s s e n t i a l  t o  e s t a b l i s h  8. .àefence l i n e  a s  f a r  t o  the  e a s t  a s  
poss ib l e .  , This would necess i  t a t e  mors d i v i s i o n s  and more 
equipment than werc now a v a i l a b l c .  To provi.de t h e s e  t h e r e  
appeared t o  be two a l t e rna t ives : '  ( 1 )  t he  t r a n s f e r  t o  ;!i;estern 
Europe of d i v i s i o n s  from the  Unitzd Kingdom, the  United S t a t e s .  
and,Canada o r  ( 2 )  Gerinan p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  the  defence of t h e  
West. He f e l t  t h a t ,  inasmuch a s  the  Defence Min i s t e r s  would 
d i s c u s s  t h i s ' r e p o r t  when they meet next  rnonth, they should 
have guidance from the Council on t h e  major p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e s  
involved.  

15. Mr. Bevin r e c a l l e à  t h a t  t he  p l a n  i n  ques t ion  had been 
based on e s t ima tes .  of the  m i l i t m g  and f i n a n c i a l  resources  
a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e  tiine i t  was drawn up. Xscent changes, such 
a s  the  lengthening of mi l i t apy  s e r v i c e  i n  Great  B r i t a i n . a n d  
the  dec is ion  of the  Pres ident  of t h e  United S t a t e s  t o  inc rease  
t h e  s i z e  of t he  United S t a t e s  f o r c e s  i n  Gerfmny, would doubt- 
l e s s  l e a d  t o  a  r econs ide ra t ion  of s t r a t e g i c  plans .  He 
einphasized t h a t  i t  yas  fard b e t t e r  t o  use  the maxiinum s t r e n g t h  
of t,he West t o  avo'id being overruïi,  r a t h e ~  than be  faced  with  
t h e  problem o f  l i b s r a t i n g  conquered t e r r i t o r y .  

16. M. Schuman supported the vicws cxpresscd by D. S t ikker .  
From the  time of s ign ing  the  North A t l a n t i c  Treaty,  France had 
been i n  favour  of an e f f e c t i v e  defence of the  West, which would 
prevent  the  ca t a s t rophe  of occupation.  The NAT c o u n t r i e s  were 
f u l l y  conscious of the  gap i n  t h e i r  combined defences  and i t  
was t h i s  knowledge which had l e d  t o  the  adoption of t h e  r ecen t  
measupes t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e i r  e f f i c i e n c y .  These m a s u r e s ,  however, 
were s t i l l  i n  the planninz s t a g e  and u n t i l  t h e  derence programmes 
were implemented t h e  Vest ~vould cont inue t o  f a c e  a s c r i o u s  
t h r e a t .  iIe expressed h i s  plezmur.~: a t  t h e  d-ecision of the  
P res iden t  of t he  United S t a t e s  t o  sena increased  f o r c e s  t o  
Germany, bu t  he had r e s e r v a t i o n s  regard ing  t h e  arming of 
Germany. Other cons ide ra t ions  a 2 m t  he doubted whether the  
rearming of Gerrnany would, i n  e f f e c t ,  r e s u l t  i n  inc reas ing  
t h e  t o t a l  r e sources  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  defence. This kquipment 
tvould have t o  be d r a m  from e x i s t i n g  resourcés  a v a i l a b l e  t o  



t he  NAT count r ies .  To r a i s e  and equip German f o r c e s  a t  t he  
expense of the  f o r c e s  of the  NAT c o u n t r i e s  woula b e  

0 unacceptable.  
Ci 
@ ( c o r r .  17. The Chai rmn s a i d  t h a t  i n  h i s  view i t  was no t  a  ques t ion  
5 15.9.52) of a  choice b s t s e e n  t h e  two a l t e r n a t i v e s  rnantioned by the  

Representa t ive  of t h e  Netherlands,  I n  order  t o  defend the  
West e f f e c t i v e l y  bo th  s o l u t i o n s  would have t o  be adopted: 
Troops would have t o  be s e n t  t o  Germany from the  United S t a t e s ,  
t he  United Xingdom, and Canada, and s t e p s  must b e  taken 
sirnultaneously t o  rearrn Gcrmzny. He f e l t  t h a t  there  were two 
ways of going about t he  drawing up of s t r a t e g i c  p l ans :  e i t h e r  
t he  Council could inform tha fiefencc Corn i t t ee  t h a t  a c e r t a i n  
q u a n t i t y  of manpower, and equipment was a v a i l a b l e ,  l eav ing  t h e  
m i l i t a r y  expe r t s  t o  dccide how l a r g o  an orea  could be dafended; 
o r  i t  could inforriî. t h e  Defence C o r n i t t e e  t h z t ,  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  
r ea sons ,  a given a r e a  mst  be defended. I n  the  l a t t e r  case  
i t  would bo up t o  t h t  Council t o  ob ta in  the  necessarÿ  m m  and 
equipment t o  m e t  t h e  r equ i r enen t s  f o r  such defencé a s  
c a l c u l a t e d  by the  m i l i t a r y  exper ts .  

18. It a a s  agreed t h a t  t h e  Council  would reconvena a t  3.00 p. m. 

1 5 t h  September, 1950 

- END - 




