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1. The Council agreed that the United States Representative

" should continue as Crnairman through the mestings of this

session, after which the Chairmanship would be assumed by the
Belgian rorelgn Liinister,

I. Introducto;y Remarks by the Chsirman

2, The Chairman noted that, since the establishment of the

Council a year ago, notsble progress had bsen mede in estab-
lishing effective machinery in the field of military and
economic matters., In particular, the appointment of the

. Council Deputies had alrcady borne fruit., Effective as thess

steps had been, however, they did not go far encugh, and the
Council would he felt in the course of this Session wish to
discuss ways and means of securing the transition from the
planning stage to the provision of active forces for the
defence of freedom in Zurope. The aggression in Xorsa had
produced a salutary effect; both in demonstrating the unity of
purpose among the free nations and by emphasizing the danger

of immediate deficiencies in the defences of the NAT countries,
He was certain that the Council would be encoursged by the news
of counter-attack in Korez and he had confidence in its success.

II. Adoption of the Agenda

3. The Council unanimously adopted the proposed agendsa
(Doc. C5 - D/1)

III. Eeport of the Council Depu@;es

b, The Council had before them a Report by the Council
Deputies (Document No. C5 - D/2).

5. At the request of the Council the United States Deputy
gave an oral summary of the Report. He emphasised two general
points which had characterized, in hisg view, the work of the
Deputies during their two sessions in London, namely, (a) the
fecling of urgency which had accompanied their deliberations anc
(b) a grqtifying atmosphere of real soliderity and tcam work.

6, The Deputles had besed their approach to the menifold

nroblems involvad on Resolution No. u/? of the North Atlantic
Council, which presented them with five principal tasks (see

pﬂbagraph 4 of the Report). In the first instence, however,

the Deputies had felt themselves comrpelled to concentra

‘on the tasks summarized in sub-paragraph 4(a) and 4{b) of the
. Report, which relcted immediately to the strengthening of the

forces of the North Atlantic Treaty., They had not, nowever,
overlooked the three remaining tssks and prorosed to con-
centrate on them as -soon s possibhle.

I The action which they had tz sken %o strengthen the
defences of the North Atlzantic area hed besn restricted to
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immediate measures which had been undertoken w1thout pregudlce

" to the lon?—term con51derqtloﬂs

8, " In the purely military figld member Governments had been
asked to submit as a matter of urgency statements showing whot
steps they contemplated to increase the totsl effective combot

"forces readily available on' the Ast July, 1951, These reports

had been subjected to a Urellmlnary crnalysis by the Deputies
znd had subsequently been remitted to the Chairman of the’
Defence Committee with the request that the latter should
analyse the replies;, as a matter of urgency, for presentation
to the Council, togethsr with such recommendations as might
be appropriate irn the light thcreof

9. ‘In the field of production the Deputies had been able to

take steps for the immediste implementation of a high priority
production programms. This Tvrogramne, which aimed et the

- maximum use of exlisting production cepacity in the Buropean
NAT countries for CutuUOPle of equipment which were of vitel

importance, had ‘been based on studies which had besn rapidly
prepared by the Permanent Working Staffs of the ilitary
Production and Supply Board and the Defence Financisl and

~ Beonecimic Conmmittee. He emphasised that, in order to fecili-

tats the implementation of this programme, Deputies had agrecd
on interim financieal arrangements under which the initial cost
of the additional production would fell on the producing
country and the machinery of the Eurcpesn Payments Union would
bz used in cases where cguipment was transferred from one
country to snother. Provision was also made for financial
assistance from the United States, in accordanceé with measures
which had been suthorised by the United States Congross,
Deputies had also held a preliminary exchange of views.on pos-
sible changes which might be necesszry in the existing struc-
ture of the NAT agencice and had set up a Worring Group to
study the detailed droblems involved as a matter of urgency.
He hoped that the discussions at this scssion of ths Council
would provide somne valuable guidance to the Working Group in
submitting their detailed recommendations.

10. beputles had zlso tu“nbﬁ.bhb r abtcntlon to the need for
ensuring the dissemination of factual informstion regarding
the aims and objectives of the Horth Atlentic Tresty, and as

"a result had approved the appointment of a Director of

. Information Services who would be sssisted by a small staff

of experts and would N”fk under the Sunﬂrul guidance of the
Coun01l Deputies.

1. To sum up, the Deputies, slthough they had baeﬁ much
encouragsd by steps which had already been announced coriceri-
ing increased defence effcrts by the FAT countries, wsre fully

-_aWaFe now much pemclned to be dons, The prellmlnafy study of
‘the replies submitted by Governments to the United States on

the profosed levels of dsfonce effort in the fesoectlve
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countries showed only too clearly the continued existence of
- substantial gap between planned resources and the full
defence requirements. '

12, HMembers cxpressed their general “ppr601utlon of the work
which had been cerried out by the Deputies during the short
period since their formation. The following points were
mentioned in discussiong '

(1) Attention was drawn to the desirability of the
Council Peputies carrying out exchanges of views on
political matters; in sccordance with the terms of

“ Council Resolution No, 4/7, These exchanges of views
"might prove most useful to the smaller countrics who
did not enjoy the same fecilities ase the larger
countries for obtalnlng information from widely dif-
fering sources, In pointing out the desirability of
these exchanges of views it was cmphasised that steps
should be token to ensure that matters of greater
urgency were not thereby delayed,

- {2) It was unanimously agreed that the Director of
Anformation Services should proceed warily in hlS
Yery delicate task of presenting the aims and

. ‘objectives of the Horth Atlantic Trea ty to the publ1c
A large staff would not be required but it must be of
high quality. It was also agreed thet, as recommended
by the Deputies, information should be disseminated to
the public through the Nationzl Information Services,
so as to take sccount of ths vorying conaltlonq in €¢ach
country,

(3) 1t was confirmed that there was no reason why
approprizte additions should not be mads to the list
of items contained in the high cvriority vroduction
programme as the need for them arose.

(L) It was also confirmed that the interim financial
arrangements for the implementation of the high
‘priority production progrsmme did not exclude the
conclusion of separate bileteral asreements govern-
ing the purchase and sale of military equipment,

{5} Mr. Schumcn emphasised the view of his CGovernment
that it was essential fo introduce perpanent financial
arrangements as soon cs possible as~in the absence of-
such arrangemrents it would be difficult, if not impossible,
for countries to mect the full requlfenents under the

- Medium Term Dpf@ﬂCo Plan,

13, The Council recevad the heﬂort of trne Counecil Deputies
(Document C5 - u/z) on tre understending that they would be
free to discuss at =z latsr stoge voints arising from the report
which affected subseqguent 1tems on the Agenda.
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Iv. 1tem Y; Questions Affecting thc Defence of Western Europe

14, D, Stikxer drew attention to 2 report of August 18, 1950,
which hzd been forwarded by the Western Euroresan h’ﬁlonal

Planning Group to the Standirg Group of the Mlllturj Committee

recommending withdrawal to Rhlne—qual defence line in the event
of aggression in Western Burope, A decision to defend this
line would necessitats ths evocustion of two and a half

-irillion irhebitants from the northern provinces of the

Netherlands and of a further millior residing cast of this
lin€., This withdrawal would also involve evacuations fron
Germeny, In his view 2 plan to defend this smell area,
swollen with refugces, was completely unrealistic. ~The
effect on the moralec in the Hotherlands would be disastrous
1if such a Dlan were zdopted ond when high morale was
indispensanle for 2 successful dcfgnce In his view it was
essential to establish & defence line as far to the east as
possible, - Thnis would necessitete more divisions sand more
sguipment tnan were now available, To provide these there
appeared to be two alternatives: (1) the transfer to Western
Burope of divisions from the United Xingdom, the United States.
and Canada or (2} Germen participation in the defence of the
wWest, He felt that, inasrucn cs the Defernce Ministers would
discuss this report when they mceet next month, they should
have guidance from the Council on the major political issues
involved.

15. HMr. Bevin recalled that the nlan in guestion had been
besed on estimates. of the military and financial resources
available at the time it was drawm up. Recent changes, such
as the lengthening of military service in Great Britain and
the decision of the President of the United States to increase
the size of the United States foreces in Germany, would doubt~
less lead to a reconsideration of strategic vlans, He
emphasized that it was far better to use the maximum strength
of the ¥West to avoid being overrun, rather than be faced with
the problem c¢f liberating conguered territory.

16, M. Schuman supported the vi:sws cxpressed by D. Stikker,
From the time of signing the North Atlaentic Treaty, France had
been in favour of an effective defence of the West, which would
prevent the catastrophe of occupatiorn, The NAT countries were
fully conscious ©of the gap in their combined defences and it
was this knowledge which had led to the adoption of the recent
measures to increase their efficiency, These measures, however,
were still in the planning stage and until the deferce progrummos
were implemented the West woulc continue to face s scrious
threat. He expressed his pleasurc at the decision of the
President of the United States to send incressed forces to
Germany, but ne had reservations regarding the arming of
Germany, - Other considerations apart he doubted whether the

. rearming of Germany would, in effect, result in increasing

the total resources available for defence, This eguipment
would have to be drawn from existing resources available to
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the NAT countries. To reise and eguip German forces at the
expense of the forces of the NAT countrles would ke
unacceptabhle,

t7. 'The Chairmen sald, that in his view it was not a guestion
of a choice between the two alternatives mentioned by the
Bepresgentative of the MNetherlands, In order to defend the
wWest effectively both solutions would have to be adopted:
Troops would have to be sent to Germany from the United States,
the United Kingdom, and Canada, and steps must be taken

simultaneously to rearm Germany. He felt that there were two

ways ©¢f going about the draw1ng up of sirategic plans: either
the Council could inform the Defence Committee that a certain
guantity of manpower and equipment was available, leaving the
military experts to decide how large an area could be defended;
or it could inform the Defence Committee that, for politicel
reasons, a given arca nust be defended. In the latter case

it would be up to the Council to obtain the nscessary men and
gquipment to meet the reguirements for such defence as
calculated by the military exnerts.

18, Tt was agreed that the Council would reconvens at 3,00 p.m.

'New York -

15th September, 1950






