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Summary Record of Decisions taken by

Foreiaon Ministers of the North

atlantic Council at their ourth Sessicn.
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LANCASTER HOUSE, LONDON,

15th - 186th M=y, 1950,

I. The Ministers passed the following resclutions on
reports submitted by the Defence Committee and Defence
Financial and Economic Cormitteec:~

(i) Request from the Defence Finance and Economie

Committees to the Defence Committee by a deiailed

agstimate ¢f the Defence Costs.

/aouncil Document Ko. 2 D-Ly/2)

(Defence Committee Reference DC 18/

CGUNCIL RESOLUTION NO, L/1.

"The Ccouncil notes with approval the request frem the
Defence PFinancisl and Economic Commitiee to the
Defence Committee to send forward as soon as poessible
the detailed estimate c¢f the finances entailed in
preparing the defehce of the North Atlantic countries
setting forth the priorities therein, and wishes to
record the importance it attaches to the early
completién of this project;”

While the Council requests that this work be
initiated forthwith, it recégnizes that the estimate
shoull take inte asccount the realistic revision of
forth requirements which is expected from the

current review of defence plans."

In/
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In connexion with this resolution Mr, Rasmussen,
the Danish Foreign idinister, drew attention to the

estimate in Attachment 2 of the Defence Financial and

Economic Committee report FEC(50)1 relating to Danish

defence expenditure during the fiscal year beginning

1550, This figure was misleading in that it reflected
only budgetary allocations for defence expenditure
and did not include supplementary estimates.

The text of this resolution has been
communicated to the Defence Committee and the Defence
Financisl and Economic Committee by the Secretary-
General., |

(ii)} Report from the Defence Committee on the

status of Defsnce Plznning.

+

/Council Document No. D-i/3

Defence Committee Ref: DQM—lO-BO?

COUNCIL RESOLUTION NO. !i/2.

"The Council fully cognizant of the need for
further revision and refinement of the medium-
term plan, btut convinced that it provides an
indication of the nature and exteﬁt of the effort
required to achieve the necessary defensive
strength, |

Aware that there exists a great gap between
present defensive strength and the military forces
which will be reguired after review and
refinement of the plan, and convinced that
additional balanced collective defensive strength
must te achieved in accordance with ihe agreed
princiﬁles of the 'strategic concept,'

Realizing that the composition of national
forces will have tc take into consideration

national/




3.
national commitments external to NAT, internal

security; and ablility to carry cut effectively

QUE

nmissions assigned in the over-gall NATO plan which
supports the agreed strategic concept including
the immediate urgent requirements of national
Gefence in the event of the outbreak of
hostilities.

Urges the governments of the North Atiantic
nations to ensure the progressive build-up of
defence forces and; in the development of these

forces for the defence of the North Atlantic area,

fo concentrate on the creation of belanced
colleétive forces rather than balanced national
Torces taking into account the considerations laid
down in the preceding paragraph.

In neting this report the Council wishes tq
emphasize the lmportance which it attaches to the
constant review of military plans and of the force

and equipment reguirements therefor in the light

of the most modern weapons and equipment which are

agreed upon as standard and capable of being

produced in volume,"

The text of this resolution has been transmitied
to the Defence Committee by the Secretary General.

(iii) Defence Committee Memorandum to the Defence

Financial and Eccnomic Cormmittee reguesting

an examination of the financiasl and economic

-potentialities of the Treaty Nations to
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support the defence of thes North Atlantic

Area.

/Council Document No. D-b/4

Defence Committee Ref: DCOM=12-507

COUNCIL
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COUNCIL RESOLUTION NO. L/3.

"The Council notes with approvel the Defence
Committee's request. to the Defence Financizl and
Economic Committee to undertake immediately,

- econcurrently with planning by military and
production planning agencies, an examination of the
financial and economic potentialities of the
Treaty nations to support additional military

~expenditures for the defence of the North Atlantic
area and to consider new and more adequate
economic and financial dispositions, in particular
for the implementation of an integrated defence
programme, and wishes to record the importonce it
attacheg to early progress on this project.

In making this examination the Committee

should recognize the need to increase, as 2
matter of urgency, collective military security
against the threat of Soviet military aggression.
The Ccouncil also recognizes that a socund economy
is the necessary busis of the reguired defence
effort, but points oui that, while the making of
additional military expenditures must be judged
in the light of economic and’financial conditions,
adequate consideration must be given to the needs
for defence." |
The text of this resolution has been transmitted

for necessary action to the Defence Committee and
Defence Findncial and Economic Committee by the

Secretary General,

(iv)/
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(iv) Co-ordination between Agencies of the North

Atlentic Treaty Organization.

/Council Document No. D-1/5.

Defence_Committee Ref.DCM-11-50/

COUNCIL RESOLUTION NO.L/L

"The Council directs all WAT bodies to take
steps which will insure BOdm,owwmoﬂwdm concurrent
planning and closer co-ordination, and girects
that there shall be continuous interchange of
necessary information between the 4meoﬁm
principal ooaawwﬁmmm of the N.A.T. OdmmeNmﬁMouw
including their Permanent éOdeﬁm Staffs.
(Council Directive D-1/1, 17th September, 1949,
should be amended accordingly.)"

The text of this resolution has been communicated

- for necessary action to the Defence Committee and the

Defence Financiasl and Economic Committee by the

Secrstary General.

(v) The Report from the Defence Pinancial and Economic

Committee.,

/Council Document No. D=4/97/

COUNCIL RESQOLUTION NO, /5.

"The Council has noted with approval the report
from the DFEC and wishes to record the importance
sww attaches to wswdsmd ﬁwommmmm on its work
projects."

The text of this resolution has been communicated
to the Defence mwwmﬁmwmw and Economic Committee and the

Defence Commitiee d%.&ﬁm Secretary General,

WH.\
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II. The Council passed the following resolution relating

to defence (Council Document No, Di/12 (Final) paragraph 6)

'COUNCIL RESOLUTION NQ. 4/6.

=Y

"The Council, recognizing the indispenéability
of self-help and mutusl aid among the Treaty Powers
in making progress toward the achievement of an
integrated defence, and, in pérticular, the
contribution of such assistance heretofore made.

Convinced that further mutual assistance is
essential to rapid progress toward the strengfh
reguired for the common security of.the North
Atlantic ores,

Recommends that each party maske its full
contribution through mutual assistance in all
practicable forms to achieve that integrated
strength necessary for the defence of the North
Atlantic area,"

"The Council urges the governments to use their
best efforts and supply the necéssary instructions
to facilitate and hasten the implementation of the
preceding resolutions.

The text of this resolution has been communicated

to governments through their diplomatic representatives

in London by the Secretary General together with copies

of Resolutions L/1 to 5 to which paragraph (b) of

this resclution applies,

I1I.

The Council considered what additional centrsl

machinery should be created in order to promote more

vigorously the agreed objectives bf'the North Atlantic

Treaty. The following resolution was adopted:-

COUNCIL/
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COUNCIL RESOLUTION NO., 4L/7 Council Document
No. Dit/15 Final

The North Atlantic Council established in accordance
with Articie 3 of the Treaty has so far only met twice at
the Ministerial level and on two other occasions when
Members of the Council have been represented by their
Governments® diplomatic representatives in Washington.

But under Article 9 the Council is the principal
body of the North Atlantic TFreaty. It is therefore the
paramount duty of the Council to put itself in a position
to exercise its fuli role ag the central and most .
-important cf the various organs of the Treaty by teking
the most effective steps to keep itself informed of all
matters which fall within its competence, by taking the
necessary decigions and by ensuring the exeéution of such
decisions.

i year's experience has shown that on the political

side the meetings of the Council have been too infrequent

~to permit a sufficient exchange of views on matters of

common interest within the scope of the Treaty. On the
military side the strategic concept of the Treaty has been
adopted and a defence plon drawn up, and the corresponding
estimate of the necessary forces is being established.
The next step is to put these plans into effect byltaking
further measures in the direction of common defence; the
division of financial responsibilitiss and the adaptétion
and development of ﬁhe necessary forces.
In view of this situation, the Council will in
particular undertake the following tasks:
(a)} study the inter-relationship of the various
programmes to support the plans for the defence
of the North Atlantic area and ensure coordination

.oﬂ/
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of the work of the Defence Committee, the

Defence Financial and'Ecqnomic Committee, and all
other bodies established under the North

Atlantic Treaty Crganisation;

(b} recommend to Governments the steps necessary to
ensure that effect is given to the coordinated
plans prepared for the defence of the Nerth
atlantic area;

{c) exchange views on political matters of common
interest within the scope of the Treaty; |

(a) promote and coordinate public information in
furtherance of the objectives of the Treaty while
leaving responsibility for national programmes
to each country;

{e) consider what further action should bte taken
under Article 2 of the Treety, taking into
account the work of existing agencies in this
fieid.

To enable the Council effectively to carry out its
responsibilities and to exercise them continuously, each
Government will aﬁpoint a Deruty to its Coﬁncil
representative. Bach Deputy will be in a position to give
wvhatever time may be necessary to ensure that the
responsibilities of the Council are carried out
effectively.

._In the intervals between meetings of Ministers, the
Deputies, duly authorised by thelr respective governments,
will be responsible, on behalf of and in the name of the
Council, for carprying out its poliecies &nd for formulating
issues requiring decisions by the Member Governments.

To assist the Council in fulfilling its
responsibilities the Deputies, on behalf'of thei r

Governments,/
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Governments, shall select a Permanenf Chairman from among
thelir membérship. With the advice of the Chairman, the
Deputies shall esteblish & suiteble full-time organization
composed of highly qualified persons contributed by Meumber
Governments.  The Chairman, in addition to presiding at
meetings of the Députies, shall be responsiblie for
directing the orgenization and its work.

Yenmber Governments will appoint their Deputies with
the least possible delay in order that & Chairman may be
selected, the organization established, and progress be
made on the urgent problems before the Council. The |

Deputies, assisted by the Chairman and the organization %o

‘be created, should begin functioning in the very near

future in order that tangible resulis may be achieved
before the next meeting of the Ministers when the progress
madé will be reviewed., Without minimizing the impcrtance
of any of the points listed sbove, first priority in the
work of the organization should be given to points (a) and
{b). |

The Deputies will have their headquarters in London.

The text of this resolution has been communicated to
governments by the Secretary General through their
diplomatic representatives in London. A request for
necessary action, and copies have been sent for information
to the Defence Committee and DFEC.
IV. The Council considered what principles and priorities

should guide the work of the organization set up under

‘resolution No. 4/7. The following resolution was adopted.

COUNCIL RESOLUTION No. L/8 Council Document No. D h/20.

The North Atlantic Council considers that the
essential objectives of the signatory powers of the North
Atlantic Treaty are to ensure that they shall be

coliectively/
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collectively in a position to deter aggression and, if
aggression should take place, successfully to resist it,

The Council, having reviewed the progress during the
first year under the Treaty and the reports received from
the Defence Committee and the Défenee Financial and
Economic Committee, has passed.certain resolutions on
problems raised by them.

The Council also considers the principles and
resolution of the issues set forth below to be important
in attaining these cbjectives, and urgently needs and
desires the advice and recommendations of the responsible
North Atlantic Treaty agencles to resolve problems
connected therewith:

1. the maintenance by the parties to the Treaty,
iﬁ accordence with agreed North Atlantic Treaty
Organization plans, of forces, available for combat
operations, adeguate to resist initiai attack;

2. the type and composition of the forces to
resist an initial attack, to be adapted to agreed
North Atlantic Treaiy Organization military plans
based on the exploitation of the latest developments
in military technology in order to obtain maximum
efficiency in the collective defense of the Nerth
Atlantic arca;

3. the staﬁdardisation to the maximum extent
praéticable and the use of the most up-to-date
material and equipment capable of being produced in
volume; .

L. the mutual provision within the fromework of
collective defense of the necessary services and
material faciiitieé for the logistic support of the

collective military forces;

5./




DECLASKIFIED - PUBLIC DISCLOSURE / DECLASSIFIE - MISE EN LECTURE PUBLIQUE

=%

1.

5. the early detérmination

() of hew bzlenced collective forceg for the
defense of the North Atlantic arsa can best be
establishéd;

(b) of the nature and quantity of the material
and eguipment necessary to attain these objectives;

(¢) of how production of this material and
equipment should be distributed, as far as military,

‘-strategic, econcric, and financial coﬁsiderations
permit, among the industries of the participating
nations so that the best results may be obtained in
the shortest possible time and at the lowest cost,
and how these production programs can be continuously
reviewed so as to keép'them up-to-date; ‘

(a) of how the necessary faciiities and services
cen best be provided for the logistic support of
these forces; |

(e) of how the financial costs arising from the
carfying out‘of these tasks can be most eguitably
distributed bvetween the various participating nations,
taking account of their economic and financial
conditions.

Eerly response is urgently needed in order that
the important matters raised by this resclution be
resolved.

The text of this resolﬁtiqn hasbbeen communicated
to governments and to the Defence Cormittee and DFEC for
their information.

V. Amendment to Strategic Concept Gouncil Document

- NO' D 6
The Council considered o memorandum from the Defefl

Committee (DCM-lQ/50) regarding a proposed amendment to

paragraph 8(g) of the strategic concept (DC 6/1).

The Council agreed to the amendment. 1/
' v
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VI. Implementation of Security System. Council
Decument
No. D /7

~The Council tuok note of a memorandum from the
Defence Committee (DCM-~17-50) submitting a report. on
the implementation of the security systgg;ﬁpr‘the North
Atléntic Treaty Organization, (DC 2/33.

VII. amendment to Security System.~ Council Document
No. D 1t/8

The Council adoéted an amendment to paragraph 2
Appendix 'B' of the report on the security system for
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (DC 2/1), as

recommended in Defence Committee memorandum DCHM-18«50.

VIIT. International Working Group Council Document
Report on Standing Group No. D 4/10
budget.

The Council agreed to inform the Defence Committee
of the opinion of the International Working Group that
existing arrangements for operation of the North Atlantic
Treaty Orgaﬁization have becn adequate thus far ond that
there is -no need@ at present for an international budget.
This opinicn relates to the report of the Standing Group
to the Military Committee on the Standing Group budget
(DC 9),

The 8Secretary General has informed the Defence
Committee 2ccerdingly.

IX. Dcean Shipping Planning Board. Council Dogument
No. D L/11

The Council agreed to the establishment of a North
ftlantic Planning Board for ocean shipping and adopted
the following resolution:-

COUNCIL RESOLUTION NO. L/9 Council Document D /11

THE NORTH ATLANTIC PLANNIKNG
BOALRD FOR OCEAN SHIPPING.

I

In furtherance of Article 9 of the Treaty, there

is/
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. is hereby established a North Atlantic Planning Board for
Qcean Shipping.
11,
The following general provisions shall goevern the
activities of fhe Planning Board for Ocean Shipping:

1. The Planning Board shall be composed of a
representative of each Party to the North Atlantic
Treaty. It shall report directly to the Council of
the North{ﬁtlantic Treaty. Representatives of other
countries not party tc the Treaty may be in?ited to
perticipate in the work of the Board whenever

appropriate.

2. The Planning Boord shall esteblish and maintain
close working relations with the other appropriéte
committees of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization,
such as the Defense Financial and_EconomicICommittee,
the Defense Committee, aﬁd other appropriatse bodies
set up ﬁnder the Defense Committee,'including the
Kilitary Production and Supply Board. The Planning

Board shall lock particularly to the Standing Group

for informztion on military reguirements and other
military matters related to fhe NAT defense program.
The Planning Board shall olso work with éll appropriate
bodies of the North ﬁt%antic Treaty Organization to
insure that the plans for the mobilization and
allocation of merchant shipping, in the event of war,
effectively support agreed defense plans, while téking
into full sccount the civil requirements involved.

The Board shall also provide these bodles with such

DECLASSIFIED - PUBLIC DISCLOSURE / DECLASSIFIE - MISE EN LECTURE PUBLIQUE

shipping information as they may require for the
formulation of their plans.
3. The Planning Board shall operate on the

principle/
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principlce that shipping cennot be treated on a regional
basis and that the worléd-wide inter-relation of all
shipping activities must be taken into account. It shall
consider not only the essential import and export
requirements of the countries‘party to the North Atlantice
Treaty, but of all those areas and cowmtries outside the
North atlantic area for which a measure of shipping
responsibility will have to be assumed ih war time.

The Planning Board shall be responsible to the Council

for the performance of the following functions:

a. To provide the Couneil with guidance on all factors
relating to merchant shipping;

b. To provide for consultation and for the exchange of
informetion among member governments, and non-member
governments when appropriate, on shipping matters
related to the overall defense program;

¢+ To develop and recommend plans on 8 worli-wide basis
for the mobilization of ﬁerchant shipping in time of
emergency;

d. To recommend an appropriate shipping contrel
organization of a civilian character for the mobilization
and allocation of merchant shipping on a world-wide basis
in time of war or emergency and to recommend the
principles which shall govern its operation.

e. To obtain from member governments, non-member
governments when appropriate, snd the appropriate
bodies of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, all
relevant information concerning military and civilian
requirements and availabilities of merchant shipping in
time of emergency;

f. To recommend procedures, to apply in time of
emergency, for securing and allocating merchant vessel

tonnage/
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tonnage and for governing the use of available facilities
and services of vessels controlled by the governments

concerned, including

=

when appropriate, governments not
party to the North Atlantic Treaty. |

L. The Beoard shall mske such arrangements regarding
organization, subordinate bodies and staff as it may consider
necessary and desirable to carry out its functions.

5., The Boazard, upon reccmmendation of the Btanding Group
which has been charged with the responsibility for supervising
the implementatioﬁ'of DG 2/1, shall meke those drrangements
necessary to insure compliance with the regulations for
Security of infcormaticn.

6., The Board shall meet at such times and places as may
be reguired. The Board éhall decide its own rules of
ﬁrocedure.

X. PFinal Communique Council Doecument No. D 4/19

The Council approved the text of & final communigue,
as follows:-

At the fourth session of the Atlantic Council in London
the Poreign Ministers of the twelve nations of the North
Atlantic Treaty considered the principles on which thelr
associstion is fcounded and the objectives toward which they
dre working,.

They reaffirmed the adherence of their governments to
the principles which inspire the United Nations Qharter nang
their convietion that common action under the Treaty is an
integrcl part of the effort which all free nations are
making to secure conditions of world peace and human welfare.,

They are determined thet freedom, which is the common
pasis of their institutions, shall be defended against every

threat of aggression or subversion, direct or indirect,

Freedom/
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Freedom means the independence of nations, the respect for
spiritual values, end the dignity of man. Only a frae
society.can guarantee to the individual, the benefits of
economic 2nd socinl betterment.

They are resolved to secure the economic progress
and prosperity of the peoples of thelr countries and to
prombte the economic and social development of other
peoples of the free world through close cooperation with
each other and with other nations. To the immense
resources of the free world, and 1ts industrial and
scientific develOpment, the'peoples of the North Atlantic
Community bring the spiritual strength which comes from
freedom.

Conscious of the strength and of the will to peace
of their countries, the Ministers remzin ready to seize any
opportunity for achieving a genuine and lasting settlement
of international problems: but for so long as some
nations are not willing to ccoperate on & basis of equality
and mutunl respect, they believe that the maintenance of
peace and the defence of freedom require the organiéation
of adequate military defence. |

The nations of the Atlantic Council are accordingly
resolved, by their united efforts, to bulld up a system
of defence eguipped with modern weapons and capable of
withstanding any externsl threat directed against any of
them, |

The Council thrdughout its deliberations recognized
that only through ccordinated planning and jeint effort
could these objectives be achieved;

To this end the Council took the followlng decisions
to improve the functianing of the North Atlantic Treaty

Organization and to guide i1ts future work.

(1)/
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(2)

1'. | (3)
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(1) They 8ecided to establish, by the appointment of

Deputies, mechanism to permit the Council fully to
discharge its rdle as the principal and directing
body of the North Atlantic Treaty. The full text
of the Council resolution on this subject is
attached.

The Council in this ccnnection agreed on principles
which should guide the work of the Deputies and

of the other organizations of the North Atlantic
Treaty. |

The Council, having considered the reports of the
Defence Committee and the Defence Financial and
Beconomic Committee, issued directives to guide them
in their future work. = These directives emphasise
that the problem of adeguate military forces and the
necessary.financial costs should be examined as one
and not as separate problems.

In formulating thelir directives the Council
proceeded on the basis that the combined resources
of the members of the North Atlantic Treaty are
sufficlent, if properly coordinated and applied; to
ensure the progregsive and speedy development of
adeqguate military defence without impairing the
social and economic progress of these countries..
The Council recognising the indiépensability of self
help and mutual aid ambng the Treaty Powers in
mekKing prbgress towards an integrated defence, and
convinced that further mutual assistance is
esgsential to rapid progress towards the strength
reguired for the common security of the Nofth
Atlantic area, recommended that each party moke its

full/
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full contribution through mutual assistance in alil
.practicable forms.

The Council unanimously agreed that if adequate
miliﬁary defence of the Member cowntries is to be
achieved it must be along the lines of the most
econcmical and effective utilisation of the forces
and material at.the disposal of the North Atlaﬁtic
comtries, Theylaccordingly urged their
Governments to concentrate on the creation of
belanced collective forces in the progressive

build ﬁp of the defence of the North Aﬁlantic area,
taking at the same time fully into consideration
the requirements for national forces which arise oub
of commitments external to the North Atlantic ‘area.
In furtherance of Article 9 of the Treaty the Council
esteblished a Nerth Atlantic Planning Board for
Ocean Shipping to be composed of representatives of
the participating cguﬁtfies concerned, This Board
will revort directly to the Council and will work
in close cocoperation with other bodies of ths
Treaty organizaticn in all mattérs relating to the
factor cf merchant shipping in defence planning.

The Ministers believe that the decisions they have

DECLASSIFIED - PUBLIC DISCLOSURE / DECLASSIFIE

taken here in London represent a marked advance towards
the practical realization of the objectives of the North

Atlantic Treaty.
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