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211 Parties are united in their resolve i«

NORTH ATLANTIC COUNCIL ;

CONSEIL DE L’ATLANTIQUE NORD

DEPARTVENT OF STATE

FOR 733 PRESS _ MJB“ENdrR 17, 1949
10, 729

NCRTH ATLANTIC CCUNCLL

Commminicus

Korth .o~

i

The Council ¢statlished by Article 9 of
Atlantic 2reaty held irst SSS”i“R in W X
Soptemocr 17, 1549, Reores rtics to the

eaty atiendlnys this first or Belgium, the
Minister of Foreimn affairs, ﬁa'Paul'van Zeslond
Canada, the Sscretary of bbutc for External ALAfTairs, Hr,
Lester B, Pszarscon; for Jemmark, the Hinisier of Persign
AfTairs, Mre Gustav ﬂapmquuip fbﬁ Fronce, the fiinister of

Foreign Affeirs, M, mRobert Schumen; for Iceland, the

Heor
ot -
n t-‘
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Kirister <o t"e United States, Y¥r. Thor Thors; Tor Italy,
the Minigter of Foreign Affalrs,; Count Siorza; Ior Luxcmbourg,

the Minister of Foreisn AfZairs, Mr, Jose? Bach: for ihe
Nctherlarnds, ths Minister of Foreign ATfeirs, Mr, Dirx U
Stik*““; flor Norway, the Minister of TForelgn Affairs, KMr,

Holvard 3. Langzoc; ;or_?cr;u“ulg the Ministzsr of Toreign Affalirs,

lixys Jose Croelrc dz Matts; For the United Kingdom, the
Seacretary ¢l State for Tor~1u" Lf%airs, Mr, _rn;ft Seving for
the United Stotes, the 3ecrsiary o atutug ¥r. Deon “ChLSQP.

The toak o572 the Covnell is I aszizt the 2artics in
imelementing the Treaty and p&rﬁlculﬁfj" irn attulﬁ;ﬂ“ its hasic
oojective, ‘That objective is o aosslst, in accordance with
the Cherter, in acrieving the primery surnose of the Inited

Nations —- the mainiensance of ifternationzl peace and securivy.
Tha Trezsity is d051gp°¢ tc 4o se by making clear the
determination of the Parties ceoliectively to ‘rﬂsefve their
common heritzge of frezdom 2nd to ref né themselves ogsinst
aggression while =muoha 5131“; zt th SEme time thelr desire to
live in peace with 211 zZoverns cnbd and all pecples.

1 Ministers of the
aken stens to

he Council showed thsat
integrate their
¢fforts for the rromcticon of lasting pesce, the preservation

2f their common heritage and the strcengthening ¢f thelr comrnon
Ji g . .

[NE =N C—)l’lce -

It is in this s»irit that the Foreign
Parties have met in Washington and have ©
implement the Treaty. The mectings of ¢

AL

J

ki

. "Trz main ourpcss of the Couneil during this first session
w&as to provide for its cwp future ~péerction andy in accordance
with Article 9, to ¢stablish ¢ Defence CgLFltL”“ fnd such other
suovsidiery Dogtuh ag are deemeld necessary te assist the Couneil

in considering metiters egncerning the imolegentation of the
Jorih Atlantic Trenty.
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QRGANIZATICH

“he Council is the principal bedy in the North Atlzntic
Tresety Crganizacion, Ir accordance with the Treaty, the
Council is charged with the responsibility of considerlcg gll
matters concerning thc implementation of the »rovisions of the
Treaty. Such ubsi:iﬂrj'b“&iﬂs s are get ap vnder Article 9
cf the Treaty are suvordinate tc the Cournecil.

The organizstion established under the North Atlantic
Tr:uty :;noul'1 be cpsrated with- 2s much Tlexibility as »ossible
and be suogect to review from time to time, The establishment
2f this machinery does rot pre clude the use of other necans For
consultation and ccoperation betweon any or =11 of the Parties
cn mavters relating to the Treaty, :

III

COUNCLL

Ag regerds 1ts own organizotion, thz Council oz
Tcllows:

ra2=d as

P
‘-—)

Ag dec¢lided on 4April 2, the Council will noremally be

‘cumpesed of Foreign Ministers, Should the Latter »e unable

to attend, their places shall be tsken by wlenipotentiary
representatives designated by the Parties, To cnable the”
Coaneil to meet prcmptly at any time the dipleastiic
revresentatives in Washington of the Parties sazll be
erpowered to act as their Govermments' representoctives
WACNEVED NECESSLTY. '

Teryms of Fzference

The Horth Atlantic Treaty shall constitute the terms. of
reference 07 the Council. ' '

Tdime and Fregusncey of Ssssions

The Ccouncil shall be convened by the Cheirman and shall
mest in ordinary sesgion annually and =t such other times s
may be deemed desirable by the majority of the Parties,
mxtracrdiinsry sessiosns under ALpticles 4 and 5 of the Treaty
riay bLe callad at the request of any Party invoking one of
these Articles, . '

Location of the Council Sessions

The locaticn of sach session of the Council shaell be
determined ny the Chairmen after consultation with the other
menbers of the Counecil, *ur general convenience the ordinary
srnual session shoull normelly e held &t about the ssme time
end in the same general geographlical arca as the anrual
session ¢f the Genersl Assenbly Other ordinary sessions
should whenever przcticoble be held at some convenient

/Chairncnship
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Ghairmanshio o

Chairmanshiv shall be h:xld in turn by the Farties
according e the alphatetical corder in thz English lenguage
beglnning with the United Statess Fach Party shall ﬂbld

the office fror the beginning of one crdinary annial session
until the enpointment of tazs new Chairman at the follOW1n
criinsry cnnugl seoslone If any Party 4dces not wish to

cecept the Chai;mihshipg it shall pass to the next Party in
a?*h“betlc 1L ordera
Lonuases
_ Brglisiy nnd French snall pe the cofficial languages for
. the entire Nerth Atlantic Treaty Organization,

Yarmanent Cosrdination

Additional political bedies shnll not e established
unlzss and untll eXperience hes demonstrated their nead,
However, the existirg informel arrargement for consultation
between resresentatives in Washington of the Parties shall
be malntsined, ' '

Iv

DEFINCE COMMITTEE

The Councll estenlished a Defence Committec.

The Ccuancil reaffirmsd that ensuring the security of
the Mcocrth Atlentic aren is 2 srimary objective of the Korth
‘tlantic Treaty and 1s vital to the security of each ¢f the
rarties Itis therefore of parsmount imsortance that the
¥a rtl\sg separatzly and jointly, by means of continucus =nd
effective self-help and mutual 2id, meintain and develod.
their individuzl 2nd collective capacity to resist armed
attack. The Defence COﬂmltbeG should therefore immedictely
take the recuigite stens o rave crawn up unified defence
plans for the dorth Atlantic orea.
Bards the crganlization o the Defence Committes;
sErect as fullOHS' )

. The DSLG“C Committee will De comzo cd of une |
P QPbSuntath from each Party These resresentotives will
efence Winisters. In ary chse where this is
ancsther rezresentative mey be designated

Tsrmsg of nufﬂreqce

The Defence Committee shall recommend measures for the
implementation of Articlce 3 and 5 in smecordance with general
poliecy guldance given by the Council,

. /Time
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Time anl ¥rsquency of Sessiocng

The Defenceg Committce shall be converned by the Chairman
and shall meest in oriirary sescion annuzlly and &t such other
tines as it may be reguested to mectv by the Couneil or as may
be deemed desirable by the mejority cof the members cf the
Sefence Committee, '

Ioeaticon
Thae locaticn of each sesgssion of the Defesnce Committee
shall bz determined by the Chzirman. irn cecasultation with the

nembers of the Comittec,

Chairmenshin

Chalrruﬂshl> srnall be neld in turn by the Partiss
according to the alphabetical order in the Znglish language
beginning with tne United States. Each TFParty shzll ncid
the office from the beginning of cne crainary annual sessicn
until the enpeintment ¢f the nsw Cheirman at the follewing
ordinary asnnual session. If any Party does not wish to
aceept the Chalvmanship, it anll pass - to the next Party in
slphatetical order,

LXK XXX

The Councll sugprested Lo tne Defence Committes the
genersl cutline of those subsidiary military. codies which 1t
cognsidered appropriate for the task of aid ing the Defence
Committes in recommending mefsures for the imulementation of
Articles 3 and 5 of the Treaty The De¢fence Cormitties was
invited, among otrer tf;ﬂa59 to consiler the g uestion of
these subsidiary bodies in detoil and to @1ﬁh@rutb on the
genersl provisions sugzested by the Courcil for eac “O“y°

X'XXXX

The Cour011 suzgest
{

ir general uorﬂs thqt the military
arganizstion should inel i

¢ the following

e
nie
v

”IAIL,PY COMMITTEE

The Defence Committes should estavlish a fﬁlltﬂry Committee
composed ¢f cone m111tﬂry revresentative from ea Forty, These
reppesentetives should be Chiefs of Staff
(Iceland, haviag.no ﬁllltuhv establishment, moy, if it so desires,
e “G?f“Seﬂte@ by o ci v111un official).

/T arms
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or thulr representatives.
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Tarms of Acigrence

Ths Military Cormittes shalls

»rovide general »eiicy suilance of nomiliteary nature
te its Standing Grouns

cdvise the Defence Canritice and other ‘cgencles cp
wilitary matters as cpohrooriate;

recommend to the Defence Commitise military metsures
for the unified defence cf the Ncrth Atlantlic area,

Locatiscn
The kilitary Cormittee shaculd ncrmelly meet in Washington.

Standing Group

In criger to facilitate the rapid and efficient conduct of
the work of the Milibery Committee, taere srall be set up a
sub-ccuaittee of that voldy t2 te known as the Btonding Groun'.
/The Standing Greup should be compesed of ore renresentative
gach of France, the United Kingdorm, and the United Statag?.

Terms of ksferencs

The Standing Group, in accordance with zencrel policy
Juidence previded by tne Militery Committée, shculd provide
suach specific pelicy guidancs and irformaticn of ¢ military
natvure tc tas Regionzl Plomning Grours and any cther dodizs
¢¥ the crganizaticn as is nacessary rfor their work.

To zchieve the unified dofence of the North Ltlentic
aret, tne 3Stending Group should coordinste and integrate the
cefence plens sriginoting in the RWweicnal Planniag Sroups,
ant snould maxe appropriate recommendations taerzon to the
Military Commitiec,

The Standing Croud should recommend to the dMiZitary
Committes thosé metters on which the Stending Group saculd ce
authorized to take zetion in the nams of the kilitoary Committec
within the fromework cf approved nolicy.

It is recognizel that it is tihe restonsi®lity of
individual governments to provide for the il enentaticn of
2lans Lo wiaich they have ogrecd, It is Jurther recognizsd
that 1t is5 the primory responsibility of the Re'gionzl Flanning
Groups tc prepore plons for the defence oFf thei®w respective

regicns, Subject to thess orineciples, it is undersiced that
before the Stending Grous makes recommernistions ©n any »lan
cr ccurse of action involving the uss o forcss, raclilitles,

or rescurces of o Party not revresente” orn the 3%BDAIng Grou,
gelng beyond or differing from arrancements previcusly agrest
by the Party ccncerned, the Party should hawve the Fizhi o
perticipate in the Standing Grow on the work of fomPulating
such recormandaticons, It.is oisc underpstoxs that wen .
comranicating their rezionsl [lans to ths Stonding Groips the
kegiorzl slanning Grouns should be entitled tc have thetl
»lans dresented and e xplained by any onwe of thelir memberss S
not necessarily by ¢ member of the Standing GICUp. y
: Tine
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have amr@uu e ﬂarticipate actively in trne 4

Tipe and Freouency
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The Htanding Group ghould bs sc organized a2g to

fuaneticn conitiruously.

Washins

)

contact wit

Group o vy onol represented thareon ney ©

“LJ’ rovide permaneat liaison

“n crler to ceneure spesdy dand efficlent planning of
the urified deferce cf the whiole Forth Atlentic zrea tiere
should o established Fe:ia1ﬁ1 rlannlna CGrours cn a
geographienl boels, | It should De orovidsd thabs

The permanent site of the Standing Group should be in

n the Standing

ppoint a specicl
with the

uny Reglionzl Flan ing Grcup maexes any:

naflors

i tions offseting the def ‘ence Gf the terrlugry
cr invelving the use of forccss f30111u1c39 or
resovreas of any Party net a member of

tnat Groud,

thot rarty should have the right to narticinate in the
Groud in the work of formulating such recomgendations;

{2, ony zioun which considers that o ?-1ty not
a mexder 9f The Group can contribute to the defence
T

planoing of @
l‘.!"t to j'::'i 1 T J_«-lﬁl“'_r;j_ng i ‘) o

ConuGst vicn - 4

Laﬂtqern ] Suropsan Resionel Slanring Groun

=t group's region, ecn call upon that

riate.

Denmtrk, Norway, and the Jnitzd Xingdom,

unite
narticioate :ct: rely 1n the defenceg planning os

Ctrer rariles way participate under the

onal Llannlpv Eroumn

Luxemmbours, »the Nether

Qznzds anc the United Stases Have hoen

38 mlr\pr\h = Cl’th L_/ J-qel. I:"’I‘ti 1’lcﬁ‘j 9 :11.1':-1 1.‘[‘

Dermark and Italy will, nariicipate under the
listed above :

€a

Letes has besn reguested. and has @
1 by
- [#=3

PR

wrovigsions

Q,I‘{TLSS. and: the

regyested and
o, = vlannlng

afen’ C2
[

’ DAY rtildgculan

Spowisions

/Southern
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Scuthern Burchesn-icstern Mediterrancon Kgglonal Plonnipg
Group .

Trence; ltaly, and ths Uniﬁed Kingdorme

The United Stotes haos becn requssted and has agreacd to

varticionte uCthOlJ in the defonce Jlanning as aj=rufriate.

Other Poriics may zarticinate undepr the provisions
listed ahove,

It is recognized that there are problenms uhlch are
cleariy commen to the defence »f the arens covsred by the |
thres Zuropecn regional groups, It is the: ;ic 2 important
that arrangements be mode by the Defence Committesw lth o
view to ensuringz full cogperation Detween two, cr if the
neced arises, all three roudS.

=

Cant 11Ln~dn1te States Reglional pPlonning Grouw :

Canadz and the United States,

Other rFarties may participate under the grnv1 ions .
listed shoves.

Worth Atlantie Ceean Rezional Z2lanuinz Groun

Belg 1hm9 Canada, Demmark, Francs, Iesland, thce’
Vetherlun ls, Nerway, rortugal, the United Kirngzdom cnd the

The re SP“n510111tlea for »lanning the defences in the
North 4tlantic Ccean cannot be shared egually by all
members of the Grdun. On the cther hand, thess
res»onsibilities can to some extent be divided along
functional lines and allocated to those Zartics who 2re
best able te zerfort the respective defernce functionse
Therefore, the North Atlantic Ceean Re: cnol. Plarning
Groun, wasn iv meels, should establish o scrics of planning
sub-grouns reloted to sypaocific functluﬂa o defencco, The
Greoup snould determine on wioich sub-grouw or sub-groups
each Porty should sit, and the zrrangenments nu0cssarj to
ensure coordinoticn between these sub-grouns in the
interest of spesedy and effective planni

Terﬂs ot ncf :rence

Ezch Reglonal Planning Group shouwld:

‘develop and recomme to the jllltuﬁ' Comalttec
through the Standing proua nlarns for the defence of
the region;

coocperate with the other resicanl Planming Grouss

with 2 view to elimirating conflict in, and ensuring

[

harmon¥ among, the various regicnal plans,

/BEocation
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Loeation

The Defence. Committee shuuld consider the guestion
of the locoticn of the Reploral Flanning Grouis.

VIT

The Council reccognizse that the guestion ¢f military
production and supsly is an integral »art of the whole
srobler of the defence of the Worth Atlantic area,
Consequentliy, there shall be zstcblished 2s scon as
possible aporcrriate rmochinery to consider these matters
The details of crranization ﬂf this nachinery, terms of
reference, etc., shall Le studied Torthwith by & working
group whicn s hall submit recommendations to the Defence
Comittes or to the Ccuncil. '
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VIIT

The Council. recognizes the importance of econcmic and
financial foctors in the development and implementation of
riilitary plans for the Gefernceé corf the Korth Atlantic areso
Con%eaueﬂt 1y, there shall e established os soon as
ressible approegriate machinery to ecnsider these mattiers.
The detodils of crganization of this machirery, terms of
reference; etc.,; shall be studied forthwita by a working
grouo which shall submit recomrendcotions to the Courcille
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