
Copy MO. 
N O R T H  A T L A N T I C  C O U N C I L  

C O N S E I L  D E  L ' A T L A N T I Q U E  N O R D  

The Council es tabl ishef? ;3y ~ r t i c l e  9 of the Ncrth . y '. 

A t l a n t i c  Treaty held i t s  f i r s t  sess ion  i n  Washsnztcn on 
Septernber 17, 1349. Re2resentat ives  of the  2zr tLus $0 $he 
Tre'aty a t t end ing  t h i s  f irst s a s s i s n  m r e :  Por Be1giml~~ t h e  
Minis te r  of Foreign k f f a i r s ,  M, ?ml 'va3 ZeelanCIL; fûr 
Ccnôdn, the  Secre tary  of S t n t e  f o r  Extemial Af fz i r s ,  21r. 
Les te r  B. Pearson; f o r  Dermurk, the Ninis$er  of Foreign - - Affa i r s ,  !lms G u s t ~ v  2esmusuei1, fc)r F r m c e ,  the  Idinis ter  of 
Foreign Af fa i r s ,  M o  Zobelit Schwnmg f o r  Icelzn:i,, the 
Minis te r  t o  the  United S t a t e s ,  Er, Thor Thors; f o r  I t a l y ,  
the X i n i s t e r  of Foreign A f f a i r s ,  Count Sforzzg f o r  Luxcsi7;iour~ 

u 3 
t h e  ~ i n i s t e r  of i o r e i ~ n  Af fn i r s ,  ?!Ir. Josef  Bech; for the  
Netherlûnds, thv Minis ter  nl Foreign M f a i r s ,  Mr, Dirk U, 
St ikker ;  for Norxay, the Minis ter  of Foreign !iffsirs, M i .  
Hzlvûrd M o  Lange; f o r .  l o ~ t u g a l ,  thi? MiEis ter  of F c r e i . ~ n  A f f a i r s ,  
Ib!ro .J@S;: Caeiro da Mztta; f o r  the Unitec? Kin@iom, ",il,: 

Secretnry or" * > t a t e  f o r  Forei;;rr Af fa i r s ,  M r ,  Erneat 5 2 7 r i 1 7 . 9  for' 
the United S t a t e s ,  the  Svcrvtary cf State, IvIr, Der :ri Acheson, 

n f h c  t a a i . ~  :~f t he  Cuuqcil i s  ts  a s s i ç t  the  2 m t i e s  i n  
irni>lementin.g Lhe Treaty znd j a r t i c u l ~ . r l y  i n  z t t a i n i n g  i t s  b c s i c  
03 j ec t ive ,  'That objec t ive  i s  - t o  ' a s s i s t ,  i n  accbrciance x i t h  
the Charter ,  i n  achieving t h c  ï-rimarj~ purpcse of the United 
Nations -- the mûinteRance of i i%terni l t io:n~l  ;;:ei.ce ar-rd secur i tÿ .  
The Treaty i s  d esignec? t o  do so Ug making c l e a r  the 
determinat ion of t h e  P a r t i e s  c o l l e c t i v e l y  t a  l i e s e r v e  t h e i r  
comcn he r i tûge  of f reedom &n4 t u  defend thernselves s@ast 
ûggression while erx2hasiziïig u t  the s m e  tiwe t h e i r  &sire t o  
l i v e  i n  pecrce with sll governxent.s an?: 2Il jeoples ,  

I t  i s  i n  t h i s  s ~ ~ i r i t  t h a t  the  Foreign Minis te rs  of the 
- - P a r t i e s  have met i n  viûshington and hava taken ste-gs t o  

im;-ilernent t h e  ~ r e ~ t ÿ ,  The iiiee-bings of t h e  Council shcliiecl t h a t  
a11 P a r t i e s  are  un i t ed  i n  t h e i r  reso lve  t o  i n t e g r a t e  t h c i r  
e f f o r t s  f o r  t hc promotion cf l z s t i n g  peace, th& preserva t ion  
of t h e i r  cumon h e r i t a p  2nd t h e  s t rengthening c i f  t h s i r .  comon 
def'ence. 

, . The main purpose oT the Council dur ing  t h i s  f i r u t  ses s ion  
wzs t o  provide f o r  i t s  wip fu tu re  ~ : l i e r a t i m  and, i n  accordance 
with A r t i c l e  9, t o  r:stablisli c: 3efGnce Cormit tee r n d  auch o t h e r  
s u - ~ s i d i a r y  bodies a s  cre deemed neczssary t c  n s s i s t  the  Council 
i n  considering rnztters eoncerning t h e  irn>lcaentation of the  
North A t l a n t i c  Treûty. 

/II. 
1 



The Council i s  the  ? r i n c i p a l  bcdy i n  th3 N o r t h  i ; t l ~ n t i c  
T r i i û t y  Orr,îanizccion. In accordance w i t h  the  Treaty,  the 
Council i s  charged , ;~ i th  th< r e s L 2 m s i b i l i t y  of consiclaring 211 
rnatters concerning the i rq lementa t ion  of' the 2rovis ions  of the 
I'ri3aty. Such subsicliary bod ies  2s a r e  s c t  up under A r t i c l e  9 
of' the  Treaty a re  subordina te  t~ the  Cûu;icil, 

Thc o r g s n i z ~ t i o n  6s tabl i shed  under the  Eorih h t l m t i c  
Tréaty should bc operatcd with 2s rnuch f l e x i b i l i t y  a s  p s s i b l e  
and be subjec t  t o  review frorn time t o  tiiiie, The ostzblishment 
,~)f t h i s  rnachinery does not  preclude the use of o the r  ïneans f o r  
ccx i su l t a t im and c o o p r z t i o n  between any o r  a l 1  o f  the  i j a r t i e s  
on nlat ters  r e l a t i n g  t o  the  Treûty, 

III 

ils r e g a r d s  i t s  OWIZ: o rganizr t ion ,  th? Council agreed a s  
f cllows . 

As decided on Apr i l  2 ,  the Council w i l l  norm211y be 
cornPosec?, o f  Foreign Ministers ,  Shouls the l a t t e r  hc unable 
t o  a t t e n d ,  t h e i r  p laces  s h a l l  be taken by -1enipotent iary 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  designateil by th? P a r t i e s o  T o  enable the  ' 
Cornci l  t o  meet prqmptlg a t  any time t'he di-&~rnutic 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i n  Vdvilasl-iin~ton :if t h e  P z r t i e s  s h a l l  be 
emyowered t o  a c t  as t h e i r  ~overnments '  r e p r e s e n t a - é i v ~ s  
whenever nece ssary.  

The North Atlai l t ic  Treaty s h a l l  c o n s t i t u t e  the  t e m n s .  of 
risference ùf t h e  C ~ u x c i l .  

TSme and Frequenc;v of S e s s i o m  
. . 

,The Council s h a l l  Be convened by the Chairmm and s h a l l  
meet i n  ordinzry sess ion  ûnnually and at such o the r  t imes a s  
rnay be deemed d e s i r a b l e  by, the majori ty  of the  Par t iee .  
X x t r x r C i n a r y  sess ions  under A r t i c l e s  4 and 5 o f  the Treaty  
rnay be c a l l e d  z t t  the  request  of my' S q r t y  invoking one of 
the'se Ar t i c l e s .  

Locatiûn of . the Council S e s s i m s  

The l o c a t i o n  of each sessiori of  the C ~ u n c i l  s h a l l  be 
de tern ined  ny the Chairman a f t e r  consu l t a t ion  with the o ther  
members of t h e  Council, For genera l  convenience the ord ins ry  
armual sess ion  shüulci nocrnally be h e l 6  at zlaout the s m e  tirne 
ünd i n  the same genera l  geogrcphical a rea  as the annu21 
s e s s i a n  vf the Generul iissembly. Other orc?inûry sess inns  
shouLd whenevcr p r a c t i c a b l e  be he ld  a t  scme convenient 
loca t ior l  i n  Eurose, <. 

/~hni l?r i lûnshi~ 



Chairrnnnshi-9 

Chîirmanshis s h a l l  be h - l d  i n  t u r n  bÿ the i 2 a r t i e s  
l 

zccording to the  alphalset ical  order  i n  t h e  English lânguage 
beginning wi th  the United Sta teso  Each Par ty  s h a l l  hc ld  
the  ofTice  L r c m  t h e  k g i n n i n g  of one oriiinary annixsl ses s ion  

1 u n t i l  the apilpintnent of the  nev Chzirman ct  t h e  fc l lowing 
or6inary cnnual s ~ s s i o n ,  If any Par ty  Goes not  i i s h  t O 
ûccept , , the ~ h n i i r p . h s h i ~ ,  it s h a l l  p s s  t o  the next ~ 6 r - L ~  i n  
a lph2be t i cz l  u r d r ,  

Luli;lsuicg-e s 
, . C 

Engli-sk- in2 French s h a l l  be the . o f f i c i a l  l x ~ ~ a g e s  f o r  
t h e  e n t i r c  North A t l a n t i c  Trea ty  Oryanizotion. 

Fermanent Coor?&ination 

Addit i<>nal  ~ o 1 i t i c ; ~ l  bodies s h a l l  no t  be es tab l i shed  
un less  and u n t i l  experience has  dcmonstrateed t h e i r  need. 
However, the  e x i s t i n g  informal arrangement f o r  consu l t a t ion  
between representa t i .ves  i n  ijirashington of t h e  P a r t i e s  s h a l l  
be maintained. 

DEFENCE COMMITSEZ 

The Council e s t r b l i s h e d  a Defence Comi t t ee .  

The Council reafr i rmed t h a t  e n s u r i n g - t h e  s e c u r i t y  of 
t h e  Xsrth A t l a n t i c  a r e a  i s  c primciry objec t ive  of the North 
A t l a n t i c  Treaty and i s  v i t a l  t o  the s e c u r i t y  of each of t h e  
f c r t i e s .  I t  is thercfore  of -ûrûmount im-;ortance t h a t  the  
P z r t i e s ,  separùte ly  3.nd j o i n t l y ,  b y  rncans of continuous and 
e f f e c t i v e  se l f -he lp  and mutual a id ,  maintain and aevelop . 
t h e i r  individucd 2nd .co l . lec t ive  cusac i ty  t o  r e s i s t  arme6 
z t t ack ,  The Defence Cormit$ee snoul2 t h e r e f o r e  i m e d i a t e l y  
taxe t he  r e ç u i S i t e  e t t g s  to 2., ave druwn u? uriifie?. defence 
p l m s  f o r  t h e  N ' x t h  i ~ t l a n t i c  arca. 

Tho Derence Committee w i l l  Se comJosod of one 
represen ta t ivz  from each Party,  Th6 se representa t lVes  w i l l  
normtllly be Defence Wlini s t e r s .  I n  nry case where t h i s  i s  
n e t  2 ~ ~ ~ f i i € 9  arrother reprcse i l ta t ive  m a g  'be des ignatedo 

Terrns o f  Beference 

The Defcnce C o m i t t e e  shnll recomenc! measures f o r  the 
implernentution of A r t i c l e s  3 and 5 i n  accordance with gcnera l  
pul icy guidance given by  the  CÜuncil. 



Tirne and Frcquency of Sessions 

The Defence co imi t t ee  shhnll be conveneS. by the Chiirman 
and s h a l l  meet in .  ordinary sess ion  annual ly and a t  such o the r  
t imes a s  i t  play 5e reyuested t o  mec-t by the  Council o r  as  nay 
be deerned d e s i r a b l e  b y  t h e  mejori ty  cf ' the  mein5ers o f  t he  
3efence Coixnittee, 

Location 

The -1ccatic;n of each sess ion  of the Deferice Corinmittee 
s h a l l  -bv f i e t e~n inqd .  by t h e .  Chairman. i n  c o r ~ s u l t a t i o n  with the  
rnernbe'rs o f  t h e  Cornnittee, 

1 

Chairrnanshi-p 

~ h a i r r i s n s h i b  s h a l l  be he ld  i n  t u r n  by the P a r t i e s  
achording t o  the  a lphabe t i ca l  order  i n  t h e  English lmguage 
beginning with the United S t a t e s .  Ench P a r t y  s h a l l  ho12 
the  o f f i c e  f r o i n  t k  beginginB of' one ordiriary annual s e s s i o n  
u n t i l  the nl~pointrnent of the num Chairman st t h e  f o l l o i ~ i n g  
ordinnry nnnual session. If any iJar ty does not  wish t o  
accei;t the  Chairmanship, i t  s h a l l  pczss.to t h e  nex-L in 
a lphabe t i ca l  or6cr. 

The Council suggested i n  general  terras t h n t  thv rn i l i t a ry  
o r g m i z a t i o n  shoul? include thc f ollowing: 

The Defence Corninitteti should e  s t a b l i s h  a Mil i tû ry  Cmmit t e e  
composecl of cne mi1itar.y re-pesentat ive ?rom each Party,  Thesa 
rap~esen ta t ives  should bi. Chiers GT S t a f f  c r  t h e i r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v ? ~ ~  
(ïcelancl, having no m i l i t a r y  astnblishment,  mny, if it s o  d c s i r e s ,  
De representeG- by G c i v i l i a n  o f f i c i a l ) ,  



Terms of Aeference 

provide genera l  l2olicy guidance of' z m i l i t a r y  na ture  
t o  i t s  Stcrn2inz gr oui.^; 

advise the  ~ef'encc? C o m ~ i t t e e  and o ther  'zgencies on 
i a i l i t a r g  mat ters  a s  û p p o p r i z t e ;  , 

recrimneniL t o  the  Defence C c m i t t e e  m i l i t a r y  measures 
f o r  t h e  unifie.d cl~efence of the  North A t l a n t i c  area.' 

Location 

The X i l i t a r y  Committee should normclly meet i n  Washington, 

I n  grder  to f s c 3 l i t a t e  the  r ap id  an3 e f f i c i e n t  csnduct of 
t h e  work of the il[i.li?Mry Corxnittee, t h e r e  s h a l l  ,be s e t  up a 
sub-colmittee of' that j ~ d y  t o  be knr;v~n as  the  '9tcnding Grciu;s". 
p h e  Standing Group should be ccmpscc? of one s e n t a t i v e  
tach  of France, the United Kingdon, ane the  UnitcC statas7. 

Terms of Tleference 

The S t a a 3 . n ~  Groug, i n  accordance with gencra l  pol icy  
guidance grlovidell by . the M i l i t a r y  Colmqit tee, shculeL p rûvide 
such spec i f  i c  poï icy  ,guidance ane information o f  a m i l i t c r ~  
na tu re  t o  the  Regioncl 2l.~.nning Groups any o the r  baclies 
of t h e  org;aniz3tion as i s  necessarg f o r  their ivork, 



'"he > .> - -y -"  7 

A L i . ' ~ ~ L ~ e 2 :  s i t e  of the  Standing Group shbuld be i n  
Niashir@on, 

"1 ùy,4ar t o  one:ire spszdy an& e f f i c i e n t  plnnning o f  
the u n i f l e <  defence cf th* 'vhole North i ~ t l a n t i c  area tkiere 
shûiild ?se es-tabl.ished E e g i o B s l  Planning Gpouss on a 

L qeogruph; czl. ~ a s i s ,  I L  should be srovidgd t h û t :  
. . 

( 3. ) bef'c-pe - 2ny Regional flannlng Group rnakes any. 
rac ,:c~me;;~kt;inns tlf f:s c t i n g  the .  def'ence oi. th5 t e r r i t b r y  
or i ~ ~ v o l v i ; ~ ~  the  use sf f o r c e s ,  f ~ c i l i t i e s ,  o r  1 

~ S O I ~ . L C ~ ? S  of 3ny ?3.11t,y not a rnernber o f  t h a t  Group, 
thiJï, 2arJLy should hsve t he  right t o  i ~ m t i c i p a t e  in the - 
Gri:up il: the w or8 of  ~ " d r m u l a t i n ~  such recowirnen6ations; 

Bcl,&:ium, i rûnce ,  Luxer~lbou-pg, , r \ ~ ~ t h ~ ~ l ~ > L L ~ ~  and. the  
,Uni teCi Kinir,rdorn, 



Franc?, P t a l y ,  ünd the  United Kingdom, l l 

The Unitcd S t a t e s  hcs  bezn requested and 118s agrecd t o  I 

p a r t i c i p z t e  'uct ivcly in t he  derencc ;?lanning a s  2p ,g?opi2 te .  I 

I 

Other 2 ; l r t i . e ~  may p r t i c i - a t 6  under t h e  grovis ions  
l i s t e d  above. 

It i s  recognized t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  problems Which a r e  l 1 
c l e a r l y  common t o  the  defence of the  a reas  covered 5y the  I 

t h r e e  3uropean regiozizl groups, 1 t iu themf 'ore  i rnportmt I 

t h a t  crrafgements ke rmde by t he  Defence Corni t tee  m- iith a I 

view t o  ensuring f u l l  cooperztion betwecn trm, o r  i f  the 
l 

need a r i s e s ,  (211 t h r e e  grougs, 
I 

I , 

Cmadian-Uni te2  S t a t e s  lie::ionnl :'lc:nning< Grou? l - 1 

1 

Canada and the  United S t a t e s ,  
1 

l 
. , 

Other T a r t i e s  may pûr t ic i -p te  under the provis ions  
l i s t e d  above. 

Bel ,giw~,  Canadû, De,mark, France, Iceland,  the 
Netherlancls, Norway, to r tu t ; a l ,  the UniteCl Kin~dom m d  t h e  
United Sta tes .  

The r e s p v n s i $ i l i t i e s  fcr planning the  d ~ f e n c e s  in the  . 

North A t l a n t i c  Ocenn cannot be sl-i2rei? iiqually bjr a l 1  
members o f  th? Grbup. On the  other hûnd, these  
r e s p c n s i b i l i t i e s  c m  t o  some zx ten t  bc divide2- a lon3  
f u n c t i o m l  l i n e s  an3 a l l o c a t e d  t o  those. P a r t i e s  w h s  a r e  
b e s t  ab le  t o  perform the  re s2ec t ive  defence funct ions ,  
Therefore,  the '  Korth A t l a n t i c  Oceal? Begional. Ljlanning 
Group, when it m e t s ,  should e s t a b l i s h  a s e r i c s  o f  ~ l a ' l r i i n g  
sqb-sroups r e l û t e d  t o  s y e c i f i c  funct ions  of defence. The 
Grou2 should dc tern ine  on ii-iihich sub-zroup o r  sub-zr3ups 
each Par ty  should s i t ,  3nd t h e '  ~ r r a n ~ e m e n t s  n e c e s s a r i  tu 
ensure coordin?.ti3n between these  sul~-grouss in t h e  
i n t e r e s t  or specdy and e f f e c t i v e  2lanning. 

Ternis of Reference 

the  region; 

c o ~ p e r a t e  
with a view t o  

- harm~nY amon@, 



Location 

The Defence. ~ m m i t t e &  should- consider  t h ?  quest ion 
of t h e  l o c z t i o n  of the  Regiûnal 2lanninb; Groups, 

VI1 

The Ccmncil recogr,izes t h c t  the queht ion o f  n i i l i t a ry  
production and s u i ; ~ ~ l y  i s  an i~ l i ; c ,g rn l  :>art of  t h e  wholc: 
problem of the dofence of  t h @  N3rth  ~ t l n n t i c  area, 
Consequently, there .  s h a l l  .be establisheclL as soon u s  
poss ib le  'appropriate  rnp-chinery t o  c m s i d e r  these  niatters. 
The d e t a i l s  of or@niza t ion  of t h i s  rnachirtery, terins of 
re ference ,  e t c , ,  s h a l l  be stuciied for thwi th  by z' working 
group v ~ h i c h  s h a l l  submit recoïnri~endations t u  t h e  Eefence 
Cornmittee or  t o  the  Council. 

The C3uncil recognizes t h e  iin;mrtance of econornic and 
f i n a n c i a l  f?.ctors i n  the devcloL~raeAt ctnC imjlement2tion cf' 
m i l i t a r y  ~lcliis f Gr t h e  defence of the North : ~ t l = i n t i c  are30 
Consequently, t h e r e  s h n l l  be e s t ab l i shed  a s  soon 2 s  
poss ib le  ap2ro2r ia tc  nmchinery t a  c j n s i d e r  t h e  se rmt ters .  
The c k t a i l s  of or&anizati( ,n of t h i s  rnachinery, terms of 
reference,  e t c , ,  s h a l l  be s tud ied-  fo r thwi th  by a iynrkin& 
group which s h a l l  suhn i t  recomnendations to fhe Csuncilo 


