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I. WITHDRAWAL OF FCRGHS FROM TEHE AREA QF NATO COMNAND
10 WEICH THEY ARE A3SIGNED OR EARMARKED

1, The UNITZD KINGDOM REPRESENTATIVE said he had been
instructed to make the following statement to the Council:

"I have to inform the Council that in view of the present
situation in the Middle Zast, my Govermment feel compelled to with-
drew certain 1na1v;iuaLs and units from the area of NATO Command to
which they are assigned or earmarked (i.e. United Kingdonm. or
uerwuny) in order to strengthen the United XKingdom forces available

“in the MNiddle East.

"Detailed information of these individuals and units and
of’ other units which may possibly have to be withdrawn at a later
stage, have Deen communicated to the appropriaste NATO military
authorities. I am sure the Council will understand that for
obvious security reasons this detailled information must, in present
circumstances, be confined to the military authorities immedistely
concerned, No doubt, however, in accordance with paragraph 8(e¢)
of -C-M(55}82(Final)} the NATO military authoriiies will, in due
course, provide the Council with an estimate of the militery effects
both of the withdrawals which have been decided cn and of those
which may possibly have to be made later.

"I can assure the Council *that as many as possible of the -
vnits recuired are veing found from the United Kingdom and that we
are not planning to withdraw more units or 1nd1v1duals from Germany
than is absclutely essential.

"T can also assure the Council that it is the intention
of my Government, subject, of course, to any overall modifications
in the NATO defence pattern which may emerge from the reappraisal

- now being undertaken, 1o restore the position of our assigned and
.earmarked forces ss soon as circumstances in the Middle East permit."

He added that it was guite possible that cuestions might be asked by
tne Press concerning these troop movements. In the event thst the
Press asked 1f any United Kingdom forces were being moved from
Germany, he suggested that it would be sufficient to say that there
wes & regular NATO procedure to cover such eventuslities, and that
there was no guestion that the United Kingdom Government would not
conform tc this procedure. In reply to a question by the German
Representative, he said he was-unsble to say when the units which
would be withdrawn from Germany could be replaced. He suggested
there was a possibility, however, that the United Kingdom authorities
might seek to fill the gaps caused by the withdrawals from reserve
forces.,

2. The NETHERLANDS ZEPRESENTATIVE said he appreciated'thaf it

- might be difficult for the United Kingdom authorities to provide

details on the units withdrawn; nsvertheless he hoped thet the NATO
military authorities would provide the Council with an estimate of
the military effects cf the proposed alterations at the earliest
possible date. :
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3. After a brief discussion, the COUNCIL:

(1) took note of the statement by the United
Kingdom Representative; '

(2) invited the Standing Group Representative
to recusst the military sutheritics to carry
out the assessment called for in parsgraph 8(c¢)
of document C-M(535)82(Final) as soon as possible;

(3) agreed to meet again to consider the estimate
referred to in (2) above when it is completed.

Paleis de Chaillot,
Paris, HVIe.
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