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I, WITHDBAWAL OF FORCES FROM THE AREA OF NATO COMMAND 
TO WHICH THEY ARE ASSIGNED OR EARMARKED 

1. The UNITED KINGDOM REPRESENTATIVE s a i d  he had been 
i n s t r u c t e d  t o  make the fol lowing statement to  the Council: 

"I have t o  inform the  Council t h a t  i n  view of the  present  
s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  M~d-dl-e-E.a.st, my Government f e e l  compelled t o  with- 
draw c e r t a i n  indiGiduals  and u n i t s  from the  a rea  of NATO Command t o  
which they a re  assigned o r  earmarked ( i , e ,  - United -- Kingdom-or 
~er rnany)  i n  order  to  s t rengthen  the United ~ i n g d o m  fo rces  a v a i l a b l e  
i n  the Middle East .  

"Deta i led  information of these ind iv idua l s  and u n i t s  and 
of o ther  u n i t s  which may poss ib ly  have t o  be withdrawn a t  a l a t e r  
s tage ,  have been communicated t o  the appropr ia te  NATO m i l i t a r y  
a u t h o r i t i e s .  I am sure  the Council w i l l  understand t h a t  f o r  
obvious s e c u r i t y  reasons t h i s  d e t a i l e d  information must, i n  p resen t  
circumstances,  be confined to  the  m i l i t a r y  a u t h o r i t i e s  immediately 
concerned. No doubt, however, i n  accordance with paragraph 8(c )  
o f  C - ~ ( 5 5 ) 8 2 ( ~ i n a l )  the  NATO m i l i t a r y  a u t h o r i t i e s  w i l l ,  i n  due 
course,  provide the  Council with an es t imate  of the m i l i t a r y  e f f e c t s  
both of the withdrawals which have been decided on and of those 
which may poss ib ly  have t o  be made l a t e r ,  

''1 can assure  the  Council t h a t  a s  many a s  poss ib le  of the  
u n i t s  requi red  a r e  being found from the United Kingdom and t h a t  we 
a r e  not  planning to  withdraw more u n i t s  o r  ind iv idua l s  from Germany 
than i s  abso lu te ly  e s s e n t i a l .  

''I can a l s o  assure the  Council t h a t  i t  i s  the  i n t e n t i o n  
of my Government, sub jec t ,  o f  course,  to  any o v e r a l l  modif icat ions 
i n  the  NATO defence p a t t e r n  which may emerge from the r e a p p r a i s a l  
now being undertaken, t o  r e s t o r e  the p o s i t i o n  of our assigned and 
earmarked f o r c e s  a s  soon a s  circumstances i n  the Middle Eas t  permit," 

H e  added t h a t  i t  was qu i t e  poss ib le  t h a t  quest ions might be asked by 
tne  P r e s s  concerning these  t roop movements, I n  the  event  t h a t  the  * Press  asked i f  any United Kingdom f o r c e s  were being moved from 
Germany, he suggested t h a t  i t  would be s u f f i c i e n t  t o  say t h a t  the re  
was a r egu la r  NATO procedure to  cover such e v e n t u a l i t i e s ,  and t h a t  
the re  was no quest ion t h a t  the United Kingdom Government would no t  
conform t o  t h i s  procedure. I n  r e p l y  t o  a quest ion by the  German 
Representat ive,  he s a i d  he was'unable t o  say when the  u n i t s  which 
would be withdrawn from Germany could be replaced. He suggested 
the re  w a s  a p o s s i b i l i t y ,  hoxever, t h a t  the United Kingdom a u t h o r i t i e s  

, might seek to  f i l l  the  gaps caused by the withdrawals from reserve  
forces ,  

2. The NETHERLANDS RE;PRESENTATITG sa id  he apprec ia ted  t h a t  i t  
might be d i f f i c u l t  f o r  the United Kingdom a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  provide 
d e t a i l s  on the u n i t s  withdrawn; never the less  he hoped t h a t  the  NATO 
m i l i t a r y  a u t h o r i t i e s  would provide the Council with an es t imate  of' 
the  m'il i tary e f f e c t s  of the proposed a l t e r a t i o n s  a t  the  e a r l i e s t  
poss ib le  date ,  
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3. After  a b r i e f  d iscuss ion ,  the COUNCIL:  
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(1) took note of the statement by the United 
Kingdom Representative; 

(2) i n v i t e d  the Standing Group Representat ive 
t o  reques t  the m i l i t a r y  a u t h o r i t i e s  to  ca r ry  
out  the  assessment called f o r  i n  paragraph 8 ( c )  
of  document C - ~ ( 5 5 )  82(~inal) a s  soon a s  poss ib le ;  

( 3 )  agr,eea t o  meet again t o  consider  the  es t imate  
r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  ( 2 )  above when i t  i s  completed, 

P a l a i s  de C h a i l l o t ,  
P a r i s ,  XVIe, 
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