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11, OZHUNG CFREIOVIES ON THE FIRST MESTING Iif PARLS OF THE COUNCIL ¢
: TN PERVAIENT SESSIOH i

| ‘. 2. Robert SCHIKAN, ¥inister for Foreign Affairs of Frence,
.weloomoﬁ the IMerth Atlontic Council o Pwrls.
2. TLord ISKAY, Secretory Genercl and Vice Chairmon of the
Council, thanked M, Schumon con bekelf of the Council..
- . , o
TI. CONSIDIRATION CF TYE AFPOINTMZNT OF 4 SUCCESSOR TC GHITZRAL Lo
BISHUCWER AS SUSREMS ALIIED COMMANDER ZUROPE (CHM(52)1)

3. THE CHAIRMAY said that, from 3iscussions he had had with
individual reproseniatives, it seemed clear that the general desire wo
that onc naticn should e csked to nomincte an officer of its crmed

crces fer consideration by the Council cs the successér o General
Ziscnhower.

A TEE COUNCIL:

&

(a) Accepted this prccedure and L

_(IE - MISE EN LECTURE PUBLIQUE

IF
"'

(t) unanimously cgresd to reguest the Zresident of the
Unitoed States to neminote an officer of the srmcd
forccs of the United States for appointment by the
Horth Atlantic Foun011 as Supreme Allicd Conmander
Buraone fteo succeed Gencral Eisennower. :

5

- 4
giving cffec

3

HE COUNGIZ then considered = Draft Resolution (CM(52)3)
t to its Zoeision. :

6, THE CHZhD M IEPERSENTLTIVE soid that he would heve preferred
the final porogr of the Draft Zesolution to be amended in such o way
as to meke it Gilte clezxr thet the sppointment of the Supreme Allicd .
Commander BEurope waos thﬂ reaponsinility cf the Nortn Atlantic Council.

7. TEL UHITED STAT=S &EFT ESENTLTIVE scid thot his Government
entirely cccepted the fact thot the Council wes the ultimate authority
for azpointing the Suprceme illied Comrander. His Goverrmont indeed
wished it to o3 krownm that it wos willing to - accept an oificer of any
Member Soverrmont whom the Council, as o whole, might approve for this
hign officc. '

Ci()SURE / DECLASS

-

8. THE CANADIAM REPRESENTATIVE said that, in view of the Jnited
Stotes Representative's stoterment, he was pre Derud to v ;ithdraw hisg
nroposal thoat an "*“ndrbnt ghould be m he Draft Ros lyption.

S. THE CHAIRMH informsl the Council thot ne hed been irn touch
with Mr. Pecrson who had cgroed thot, in order to save time, the
Sotncil should communicate directly writh the head of the Govermment
wrom it had deeidced to roguest to nominate on officer.

.

10. THE CORICIL:

{a} Lporoved o resolubion requcsting fhe Prosident of.
the United Statos of jmcrice to neminate sn officor
of the ermed forecs of she United States of imerica

cr sppointient by tae liorth itlantic Council as
T Supreme Llliicd TCrmnalr Burope, to succecd General
T E¢oenﬂouev (subscquently circulated as CJ(5¢)3“1nal)

- | /(6)
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(b)  Invitcd the United States Ropresentative to communicate
. this rcsclution to the President of the Urdted Stotes
immediately cnd to inform the Council c¢f the President's
“reply as soon as it was roceived.

/ The Council thon considered Items ILT to VII,
on conclusion 3£ which it went into closed
sessioq;7

11. THE RETRESENTATIVE CF THE JNITED S7ATES informed the mecting,
in confidence, of the terms of & messaze = which had just been received
from the President of the United States, in reply to the Councili's
request, nominating General Ridgwoy to succeed General Eiscnhower.

12, TiEE UNITZD STATES REPRESEATATIVE added that he held also been
informed that, if the Gourcil apwointed Generzl Ridgway, the President
would, in accordance with Genernl RUdgwny'!s desire, continuc to rake
General Gruenther available os Chiel of Staff to SACELR.

fohe Council then adjourned to enable iembers

to congult their CGovernments with regord to the
Officer nominated by the President. The Council
reconvencd ot 5 p.m;7

13, Each of the Permanent Representatives informed the Chairman
that their respective Govermments werc most willing to appoinsg General
Ridgway as successor to Genecral Eisenhowier as Supreme iAllied Cormandcr
Iurope.

{i., THE COUNCIL:

(a) Aceepted a rgsolutiorn appointing Gemeral Ridgwoy as
© Supreme Allied Cormponder Burope (subsegquently circulated
as CM(52)k Final);

(b; expressed its groat sabisfoction thad General Grucnther,
who hed wendered such outstonding scrvices, would
rziiain as Chief of Staff to SiC3TR.

?9. THE VICE~CIAIRMAY AYD SECRETIRY GENFRAL of the Yorth Atlontic
Council ard cach Permenent Represcentative theon sisned aoping of the

resolution they had approved. B

IIT. PROGRESS REFORT O TEE WCIX OF THZ EUROPTAN DEFENCE CONFERENCE

16, THE FRENCH REPRESENTATIVE soid thot it waa hoped that the
praft Treaty and its Annexes estaplishing the E.D.C. would be ready for
ini?ia%ling by hsads < Delegations at the end of thiaz week or the
beginning of next. Governments would then nced chout o fortnight for
consideration of the droft. Trese dates wers, of course, provisional
and they should be trented as confidential.

A . A A . + T - -
7. The four main questions thet sHill romcined unsottied were:

(a) Territorisl organigetion, i.c. the relations between
the bodies responsitle for forces stotiored in B.D.C.
Member Stotes ard the naticnal Governments of those
Stotes; : '

® Armnex ' ' /(b)
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(b) Armements: the question of the list of armaments the
. production of which was tc be prohibited in the
adveonced strategic zonej

(c) Finoncial: the German finencial participation in the
defence of the West opproved at Lishon and accepted by
Chanecllor ifdencucr wos $o include both itz
contribution to the Z.D.C. budget and the costs of

the ceccupation forces. It was far from certain thet
the figure agreed at Lisbhon would cover both these
totals.

(d) The status of the Puropeon Forces: the point at
issue here wos the hermonizing of the status of any
E.D.C. Porces which might he stationed in Germany
w7ith those of ncn-=£.D.7. Forces in Germany.

18. The sececond ond third points indlcated above depended to some
extent on decisions to be token as the result of negotistions outside
the competence of the Pardis Conférence. However, a large measure of -
egrecment hod alrcady heon reoched on oll four points, and he did not
believe that therc was any major obstacle to rcaching complete agrecment .
within the time schedule he had indicated.

19. As tc relaticns between NATO and the EDC, agreement at the
Paris Conference was now complete, and he was ir a2 position to submit the
relevant Articles for consideration by the Council. He suggested that
the legnl experts of NATO should examine the Articles in queastion before
they were. examined by the Council itselr. o

20. THZ COUNCIL:
{a) Agreed to reconstitute the Legal Working Group;

(b} instructed-the Legal Working Groun to exzamine, as
o matter of urgency, the relcvant texts dealing
with the EDC/MATO relaticnship; and to hold their
first meeting for this purpose on Wednesday, 30th
April at 11 a.r.

{c} agreed that it was necessary to confirm, cs soon
ag the toxt of the Treaty initialled by the hends
of Delegations was available, that the terms of
the Treaty were in conformity with the principles
aprroved by the Council ot Lisben,

IV. PERMANENT HEADOUARTERS

21. THE CHATRMAN referred to the neecd to consider the question of
permanent hesdquorters for the Orgenmization in the Poris area os soon os
possible.,  The Palais de Chaillot could not continue to be used for more
than o yearﬁat‘the most. i number of issues werce invelved, including
the accommoautlon_proolem for memkers of Dulegoiions and the Sceretariat.

/22.
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22, THE COUNCIL:

(2) Invited tae French Representctive to communicate any
proposals by the Prench Government to the Cnalrman
as soon as possible.

. (p) TInvited the Ohad riman o convene o small W rxinq Group
7 to examine the guestion as soon as the propesals of
~i. the French Government werc xnown, and to put forward
='froposals to the Council.

vl ‘CIRCUDATICN OF BADERS FOR THE COWUG L' 3 CONSTDERATION
23, THE COUNCIL:

Apsroved in principle a proposcl by the Chalrman that
papers for consideration by the Council, whether produced’
by Delegations or by the Sscretariat, should be circuloted
sever, days in advenece of the date on which they werc to be
discussed, it being understoocd that this would neither -
orevent any Delegation from submitting a paper ot short
notice, ror pravent such a paper from being discussed,

if its nature demsnded rapid =action.

'YT. FUTURE MEECINGS OF THE OOUNCIL

o o). THE COJNCIL:

Decided that it should meet weekly on Tuesdays, additional
meetings being called when necessoxy.

VII. COUNCIL ?J]CDF:JS AND .e'“TEND”'C AT COURCIL MEETINGS

25. TEE CCUNCIL: -

(a) Agrced tnat records of Council meetings should in
principle be zs brief oz possible, =nd

(b) agreed o restrict the merbers ai tund*ng meetings
to the minimum necessary for the efficient
workdng of the uOuuC¢l.

VIII. NEXT i LTI}G

26. THE COUNCIL cgreed to hold its next mecting of 10 a.m. on
© Tucsday 6th May. B

‘Palais de Cheillot,
Paris, XVle,
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Vessage from the President of the United Btotes 4o the North Atlantic
. Council

"Parsuont to the reguest of the Morth Atlantic Council that I
neminete an officer of the Armed Forces of the United States for
a“p0~ntropt by the Nerth itlantic Council as SACEJR tc succedd
General of the Army DMLEHt Eisenhower T hercby nominate General
Maottnew B. Jidgway. Iz feel t ot Genern g1 Ridgway is porticulorly
vell qualified to werform the thLuQ of Supreme Commerder.  His
gervice in {the Furopecn Theater in World YWar II anc his 1C“A”rshlp
of the United Naticns forces in Keorea have been cabotanding. His
recent experisnce ne Commander lrn Thiel of the Uanlited Notions
Comand for Korea ard as Suoreme Commonder fllied Powers in Japan
have given him 2 brood bacxground of internstional militory
responsibility. Gsnersl Fidgwoy brings sxcepticonal xnowledgs of
rresent=day combot, and of modern troining needs ond training
methods to the common teask of prevoring our collective forces for
the defense of Burocpe. '

"I havs every confidence that Genercl Hidgway con moke an
outstanéing contribution tz our comron defen5u ffcrts. Y





