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Gentlemen, it 1s a pleasure for me to ve with vou today.
You know that it has long been my intention to meet ithe Permanent
Councili. It is only because I was fully occupied with other tasks
that I have not been able o came sooner, In a few days' time the
Chairmanship of the Atlantic Council will be taken cver by my Greek
colleague, to whom I now extend my warmest and most cordial good
wishes, That is why I wanted Lo come and preside, 1f only for a
few minutes, over one of your meetings in the Palais de Chaillot
which you will soon be leaving to move into your new guarters which,
I trust, will be erected with all speed and which will bear testimony
to the permanence of our alliance and to our lasting solidarity.

I should like to take this oppeortunity of paying tribute

to the work of your Secretary General, Lord Ismay, who directs your

endeavours so skilfully and so shrewdly, and of once more assuring
him of the trust we place in him. I know that T am voilcing the’

true feelings of all the governments revresented on this Council,

I assume that, at this time when we are Taced with grave problems
which directly concern the Future and the development of the Atlantic
Alliance, you would wish the Head of the French Government to give
you some indications and impressions on the wvosition in which we ~
are placed end on the prospects which are now opening up before us.

I shall speak of them very simply and frankly, in keeping
with the atmosphere of confidence which reigns at your meetings.
I recently stated in our Parliament that the French Government
intended to base its policy on the mainfenance and reinforcement of
the Atlantic Alliance. This ststement received the enthusiastic
aporoval of the members of the House - both those who were against

‘and those who. supported the idea of the Europsan Defence Community.

In neither the Government nor in Parliament can there be any doubt

of France's support -of this Alliance which 'is for us, as for the
countries which you represent, & vital necessity and the basis of
our foreipgn policy. For L years we have been studying the problemn
of Germany's contribution to common defence. I know how anxious
your governnents were for agreement to be reached on the broad
aspects of this question and, as I said before the National Assembly.
I can well understand how disappointed they were not to receive an

~ecarlier response from France, I fully realise that the result cof

the recent vote in the French Parliament was a disaprpointment to
many of you. You know that I s doing all in my power to arrive
at a rapid, rational and satisfacvory soluticn to this serious

- problem. My endeavotrs have not been successful owing to wide-

spread misunderstanding of the true attitude of the French Parliamens.
I repeated to my colleagues in Brussels a statement I have freguently
made in the past, that there was not a parliamentary majoriity in
favour of the EDC in France. If I had teen believed and if the
necessary conclusions had been drawn, there would have been a

clearer appréciation of the need for the propecsals which my
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Government put forward and which were the only hove of winning
over a certain number cf deputies whese support I wished to gain.,

Howevey, gentlemen, though the Brussels Conference did
not enable us to reach the dssired agreement, it proved that ths
vievws of the $ix governments represented were identical as regards
the vital aims they wished to achieve., ' The dangers facing vhese
six countries are common to all of them, the difficulties they are
encountering are similar, their determinaticon to work out together,
in full agreement with their sellies, an effective system providing
for the particular circumstances of each, 1s as strong as ever.

: This agrecment on essential principles 1s falthfully
reflected in the communigué issued at the end of the Conference,
and this impression was confirimed during the conversation I had
with Chancellor Adenaucr after the Conference.

We now have to lookx for alternative solutions. The
matter is urgent: that is why I welcomed the proposal for a Nine-
Power.Conference, Despite the fact that it has been adjourned,
we cai ‘be certain that there will be other opportunitises for
exchanges of views. ‘

- They will of ccurse be followed by & Ministerial Meeting.
of the Atlantic Council at which our governments would have to
find a solution acceptable to all.,

- T trust that this time we shall not waste three yecars
drafting and approving texts which, I fesl, should be both precise
and concise. Tn any case, as soon as they have been drawn up, 1
shall stbmit them to the National Asssmbly sc that 1t can vote on
them withou’ delay. If any more time is lost it will not be the
fault of iy Government. '

You will understand that T am not in a position today. to
tell you how I think the problem of the Gemen centribution could bhe
solved, Several suggestions have been put forwerd and glven
sufficient publicity for you to be aware of Thelir essential points.

‘They will be discussed at meetlngs whiclh we shall be holding shortly.

As I have this opportunity of addressing you, I should like to -
stress cerbtain points which have emerged from the events of the
past few weeks, First I think I can say that, as you now realise;
the re-militarisation of Germany, in any form whatever, raises
apprechensions in France. The rcasons are easily understood, Vie
need the evidence of sver closer Atlantic sclidarity to help us
allay these fears. This leads me to say that, in my opinion, one
of the conclusions to be drawn from the dsbate which caused sucen

an agonising rift in my ccuntry is that the people of France need
t6 be assured of the support of as many of their allies as possible
in this %task of organizing the defence of Eurove with the parti-
cipation of Germany. T amm cornvinced that one of the main reasons
why the Buropcan Defence Community Treaty was rsjected by the
Prench Pariisament was. théat a large sector of public opinion was not
prepared to sacrifice any part of French sovereignty in fields
which closely affect the siructure of ths State and a. country's own
prerogatives, Tt found it &1l tae more difficult to approve this
step as it Telt that the sacrifices it was asked to make. were not
sufficiently shared by others, '

T have often heard it recalled that the Eurcopean Defence

Community was a French idea and people are surprised that France
should destrey what it had itselfl propossd. I car understand that

-
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surprise, but it sheuld not bs JTorgceticon that Prance had, during
recent years, alsc put forward othcer suggestions aimed primarily
at strengthening the Atlantic Alliance snd providing our organi-
ration with more powerful and =ffcective means of defence through
ever closer co-opeciration of our cilorts. I am thinking more
particularly of the fact that in 1951, in Cttawsa, the Atlantic
Council had approved the principle of a Eur0peab Tefence Community
within the Tremework of a steadily expanding Atlantic Commumnivy,
I am fully aware that, since then, our Allisnce has incrceased its
defensive strength and_that there have bteern considersble improve-
ments in our civilian and military organizations, but, without
referring specifically here 10 any o the plans we had submitted,
you Kneovr that 1t woulid have heen our wish to go even Turther,

: In speaking of the defensive strength.of our Alliiance,

I shoula like to refer briefly to tne work uson which you are now
engaged and which concerns tne programmes for 1555, As soon as
my Government was formed, 1t set aboul preparing as realistically
as possible the recomicndations and data which it was to submit
to you, This work has been delayed by a series of events which
are well knownr to you. We were unaware of The turn affairs in
the Far East would take, We were not sure whal would be the
extent of our commitmentes in North Africsa. There were a nunber
of grave and uncertain factors which prevented our giving as
precise a reply as we should have liked. Bat tne uncertainty to
which I have Just referrsed is new boing dissinzated and already
this Week a rumber of intecr-ministerial meetings have been or are
tc.be held, which will enable us shortly tc let you have the
replies for whizh you are now waiting,

Gentlemen, although German contribution to delence
constitutes an important rescurce from which we chall all venefit,
it is only right that we should all assume Joint responsibility _
for the measures to bz taken to ensure that such Germen participation
shall contribute to the stability of cur Alliance and to the peace
of bBurope and the world, Success depends upon that, Wle must
net lose sight of the fact that the participstion of the Federal
Republic in common deferce must be framed and orgarized in such a
wey that the solutions proposed may Tind wide support in public
cpinion. It would he inpra otlcablc to ssék to inecrease our
strength by concentrating solely on the military field at the
expense of the political solidarity founded on the support freely
given by the large majerity of cur veoplce to the coumon derence
underuaklng which has its roots in the North Atlantic Treaty.
Trese are general ideas from wiaich I ask you not te draw too
definite a conclusion ag yet regarding the intentions of the French
Government ., These will ne definced and announced in due course,.
All I can say now iz that a satisfactory solution To the prchlem
of German rearmament can be found only through ever closer co-
operation within our Allisnce and by egualil sharing of the
responsibilitises incurbent ucon us. Then, in the near future, we
resume the talks which the new situstion calls Tor, we hope thaw
Lhe necessary decisions will emerge which will enabdle the countries
of Western Eurcpe to enter Into coamnitments providing the public
with the security and the gusrantees which they demand, Neither
shall we forget at that time the prime necessity of doing everything
pessible to further ﬁrancomquﬂmuh_rbcon ciliatlion and co-opsration
within the Huropean framework, by resolving. not oniy the major
problems to which Ihave-already referred but also those in
abeyance between our two countries, such as economic guestions,
Saar proolem and exchanges on cultural matters, Tinally, it is
my sincere hope that, in the difficult situation with which we are
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faced, there may be found svill further reasons for tightening
the bonds which unite all our countries and for reseffirming here,
for the benefit of those who speculate on our dissension, our
determination to pursue our common endeavours.

Befeore I close, I should like to say a word on a subject
which you have glready discussed: I am referring to the proposals
which we received from the Soviet Government. We shall lose no
opportunity of resuming any talks with that Government which seem
likely to prove fruitful. But before we start such talks we
rmist have a firm hepe that they will lead to something. So far,
however, there are no signs that the Soviet Union has, particularly
in respect of Germsn problems, made any change in an attitude
which, as the Berlin Conference showed, could only render agreemend
impossible, No real easing of the international situation can
be achieved except on realistic foundations which at the moment
are lacking, I am convinced that the prospects of an improvement
in the situation will increase with the .growth of our co-operation
and solidarity -~ and therein liss our duty. The French Government,
on whose behalf I have the honour to speak, will do all in its
power to bring to your work its most wholchearted, sincere and
zealous contribution.

Palais de Chaillot,
Paris, XVIe.






