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Chairman of the  North Atl-ant i c  Council, 
a t  the  meeting of the  North At lan t ic  Council 

held  .on 9th  September, 19.54 

Gentlemen, i t  i s  a pleasure f o r  me t o  be with yo;i- today. 
You b o w  t h a t  it has long been F I  in ten t ion  t o  meet the  Periilanent 
Council. It i s  only because I was f u l l y  occupied with other  t asks  
t h a t  I have not been able t o  come sooner. In  a few dayst time the  
Chairmanship of - -  - the  At lan t ic  Council w i l l  be taken over by my Greek 
colleagke, -to whom I now extend mny warmest and most cord ia l  good 
wishes. That i s  why I wanted t o  come and preside,  i f  only f o r  a 
few minutes, over one of your meetings i n  the  Pa l a i s  de Chai l lo t  
which you w i l l  soon be leaving t o  move in to  your new quar ters  which, 
1 t r u s t ,  w i l l  be erected with a l l  speed and which w i l l  bear  testimon2- 
t o  the  permanence of our a l l i ance  and t o  our l a s t i n g  s o l i d a r i t ~ .  

I should l i k e  t o  take t h i s  opportunity of paying t r i b u t e  
t o  the  work of your Secre tary  General, Lord Ismay, who d i r e c t s  your 
endeavours s o  sk i lPu l ly  and s o  shrewdly, and of once more assuring 
him of the  t r u s t  we place i n  him. I know tha t  I a n  voicing the -  
t r u e  f ee l ings  of  a l l  the  governments represented on t h i s  Council. 
I a s s m e  t h a t ,  a t  t h i s  -time when me a re  faced with grave problems 
which d i r e c t l y  concern the  fu ture  and the  development of the  A t l a n p -  
4 l l i ance ,  . - - - - . - . you vrou.ld wish the  Head of the Drench Government t o  give 
you some indicat ions  and ii-~lpressions on the  posi t ion i n  which we -3 

a r e  placed and on the  prospects which are  11o-u opening up before us ,  
,- 

I s h a l l  speak of them very simply and frankly, i n  keeping 
with the  atmosphere of confidence nhich re igns  a t  your meetings. 
I recently s t a t e d  i n  our Parliament t ha t  the  French Governinent 
intended t o  base i t s  policy on the  iaain'cenance and reinforcement of 
t he  A t l an t i c  Alliance. This  statem&t i4Eceived the  en thus ias t i c  
approval o f  the  ineinbers of the  House - both those who 'rere against  
and 'chose who supported the  idea of the  European Defence Commity .  ' 

I n  ne i the r  the  Government nor i n  Parliaii~ent can there  be any doubt 
of Prance' s support of t h i s  All iance which i s  f o r  us ,  as fo r  the  
countr ies  which you represent ,  a v i t a l  necess i ty  and the  b a s i s  of' 
our foreign policy.  For 4 years  we have heeil studying the  problenl 
of @~iXmy'S contr ibution t o  cormon defence. I know how anxious 
YOUP governments mere f o r  agreement t o  be reached on the  broad 
aspects  o f  t h i s  question and, a s  I sa id  before the  National A s s e m b l ~ ~  
1 can well understand hovi disappointed they were not t o  receive an 
e a r l i e r  response f r o m  France. I f u l l y  r e a l i s e  t ha t  the resul'c of 
the  recent vote i n  the  French Parliamen-i; was a disap-gointlnent t o  
many of you. You kno-u that I arn doing a l l  i n  my pouer t o  a r r ive  
at a rapid,  r a t i o n a l  and sa t i s f ac to ry  solut ion Lo t h i s  ser ious  
problem. My endeavours have not been successful  ov~ing t o  wide- 
spread misqnderstanding of the  t rue  a t t i t u d e  of the  French Par l imenZ.  
I repeated t o  rny colleagues i n  Bpussels a s'caternent I have frequently 
made i n  the  p a s t ,  t h a t  t he re  was not a parliamentary majori ty i n  
favour of  the  CDC i n  France. If I had been believed and i f  the  
necessary conclusioils had beeil drawn, there  v-fould have been a 
c lea re r  app.rehciation of the  need f o r  the  proposals which my 
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Goverrment put forward and which were the  only hope of winning 
over a  ce r t a in  number of deputies v~hose support I wished t o  gain. 

However gentlemen, though the  Brusselg ...--- ... Conference did  
not enable us  t o  reach the  desired agreement, it provsd t h a t  t h e  
views o f  the  s i x  goverlments represenJced were iden t ica l  a s  regards 
the  v i t a l  aims they wished t o  achieve. The dangers fac ing these 
s i x  countr ies  a re  cormon t o  a l l  of them, the  d i f f i c u l t i e s  they a r e  
encountering a re  s imi lar ,  t h e i r  determination t o  work out together ,  
i n  f'ull agreement with t h e i r  a l l i e s ,  an effect ive  system providing 
f o r  the  p a r t i c u l a r  circwilstailces of each, i s  a s  s trong a s  ever.  

3 This agreement on esscnJcial p r inc ip les  is f a i t h f u l l y  
r e f l ec t ed  i n  the  coi~rnu~~igpi: issued a t  the  end o f  -the Conference, 
and t h i s  impression was confiriiled during the  conversation I had 
with ~h2.hcel lor  Adenauer a f t e r  the Conference. 

We now have t o  look f o r  a l t e rna t ive  solut ions.  The 
matter i s  urgent: t h a t  i s  why I welcomed the  proposal f o r  a  Nine-. 
PC?\FIF?.~- Conference. Despite the f a c t  'chat it has been adjourned, 
we caiz"be ceptain thaJc there  w i l l  be other  opportunit ies  f o r  
exchanges of views, 

They w i l l  of coupse be follov~ed by a  Min is te r ia l  lbeeting 
o f  the  A t l an t i c  Council a t  which our govermnents would have t o  
f i n a  a  so lu t ion  acceptable t o  a l l .  

I t r u s t  t ha t  t h i s  time we s h a l l  not waste th ree  years 
d ra f t ing  and approving t e x t s  which, I f e e l ,  should be bo th ,p rec i se  
and concise. Iil any case, a s  soon a s  they have been drawn up, I 
s h a l l  submit them t o  the  National Assembly so t h a t  it can vote On 
them without delay. .If a i ~ g  more time i s  10s-l; it w i l l  not be the  
f a u l t  o f  1-13- Government. 

You w511 understand t h a t  1 am not i n  a  posi t ion today. t o  
t e l l  you how I think the  problem of the  German contr ibution could be 
solvedl. Several suggestians have been put f orvc?rd and given 
su f f i c i en t  pub l i c i t y  f o r  you t o  be ai;Jape o f  t h e i r  e s sen t i a l  poinCs. 
They be discussed a t  meetings which we s h a l l  be holding shor t ly .  
A s  I '  have t h i s  opportunity of addressing you, I should l i k e  t o  
s t r e s s  ce r t a in  .poinJLs which have emerged f r o m  the  events of the  
pas t  few weeks. First I thiilk I can say t h a t ,  as  gud now r e a l i s e ,  
the  re -mi l i t a r i sa t ion  o f  Gepmany, i n  any form whatever, r a i s e s  
apprehensions i n  France. The reasons are  e a s i l y  understood, We 
need the  evidence of zver c loser  At lan t ic  s c l i d a r i t y  t o  help us  
a l l a y  these  f ea r s .  This leads  me t o  say t h a t ,  i n  my- opinion, one 
of t he  conclusions t o  be d r a m  from the  debate which caused such 
an agonising rift i n  ny country i s  t h a t  the  people of France need 
t o  be assured of the  support of a s  many of t h e i r  a l l i e s  a s  poss ible  
i n  t h i s  t a sk  of organizing the  deyence o f  Europe with the  p a r t i -  
c ipat ion of Germany, I am convinced tha t  one of the  main ?easons 
w h y  the  European . ..._. ~ ~ f ~ ~ c e , , , , ~ , o m ~ ~ u ~ i t y  Treaty was r e  jectea by %he 
French Parli'aiilent w a s  t h a t  a  l a rge  sector  of publ ic  opinion was not 
prepared t o  s ac r i f i ce  any p a r t  of French sovereignty i n  f i e l d s  
whlch c lose ly  af fect  the s t ruc tu re  of the  S t a t e  and a. countryt s ovnl 
prerogatives.  It found it a l l  'ihe more diff  icul-b 30 appr.ove this.  
s t e p  a s  it f e l t  t h a t  Lhe s a c r i f i c e s  it was: asked t o  make. were not  
su f f i c i en t ly  shared by others .  

I have often heard it reca l led  tha t  the  European Defence 
Community w a s  a French idea and people a re  surpr ised tha t  France 
should destroy uhat it had i t s e l f  groposefl. I can understand t h a t  



surpr i se ,  but it should not be f o r g o J ~ t ~ i 1  t h a t  Prance had, dwing  
recent years,  a l so  put forward other suggestions aimed pr imar i ly  
a t  strengthening the  At lan t ic  All iance and providing our organi- 
zat ion with more powerful and eSfective means of defence through 
ever c loser  co-opcpation o f  our e f f o r t s .  I am thinking more 
pa r t i cu l a r ly  of the f a c t  t ha t  i n  1951, i n  Ottawa, the  At lan t ic  
Couiicil had approved the  p r inc ip le  o f  a European Defence Community 
within the  framenork of a s t ead i ly  expanding At lan t ic  Conlmwlity . 
I am f u l l y  aware t h a t ,  s ince then,  our Alliance has increased i t s  
defensive s t reng th  and tha t  there  have been considerable iiiprove- 
ments, i n  our c i v i l i a n  and n i l i t a r y  organizations , but ,  vrithou~t 
r e f e r r ing  spec i f i ca l l y  here t o  any o f  the plans we had submitted, 
you know t h a t  it mould have been our wish J60  go even fu r the r .  

I n  speaking o f  the clefensive sJ5rength of our All iance,  
, 
I should l i k e  t o  r e f e r  b r i e f l y  t o  the  work upon which you are  now 
engaged and which concerns the  wrogrmiles f o r  19'55, A s  soon as  - - 
iny Governrent was formed, it s e i  about preparing- as  r e a l i s t i c a l l y  
a s  possible the  rccoi;mendations and data v~hich i t  was t o  submit 
t o  you, This work has been de1,ayedby a s e r i e s  of events which 
are well lmovm t o  you. We were uaaware of the  turn  a f f a i r s  i n  
the  Far East would take ,  We were not sure what would be t he  
extent o f  our commitments i n  ?jorth Afr ica ,  Thcre were a number 
of grave and vxcertain Tact o r s  vhich prevented our giving as 
precise  a reply  a s  we should have l i ked .  But the  mcertain 'cy t o  
which I have just  referred i s  now being diss ipated and already 
t h i s  week a number of in ter -minis ter ia l  meetings have been o r  a re  
to,lse held, nhich w i l l  enable us shor t ly  t o  l e t  you have the  
r ep l i e s  f o r  which you are  novi waiting. 

Gentlemen, although German contr ibution t o  derence 
,consti%utes an &aportan-I; resource from which we s h a l l  a l l  benef i t ,  
it i s  only r i g h t  t h a t  w e  should a l l  assume jo int  respons ib i l i ty  
f o r  the  measures t o  be taken t o  eilsu-re that such German- pa r t i c ipa t ion  
s h a l l  contribu-Le t o  the s t a b i l i t y  o f  oulr Alliance and G'os,the peace 
o f  Europe and the  world. Success 'depends upon t h a t .  We must 
not lose  s ight  of the  f a c t  t ha t  the par t i c ipa t ion  OF the  Federal 
Republic i n  coriliilox deferice must be framed and organized i n  such a 
way t h a t  the  solut ions  proposed may f i n d  wide support i n  publ,ic 
opinion. It would be impracticable t o  seek t o  increase our 
s tYength  by concentrating so le ly  on the  mi l i t a ry  fiel.8 at the  
expense of the  p o l i t i c a l  s o l i d a r i t y  founded oil the support f r e e l y  
given by the  l a rge  majori ty of our people t o  the cormon defence 
undertaking nhich has i t s  roots  i n  the  Rorth At lan t ic  Treaty,  
These a re  general ideas froin which I ask you not t o  draw too 
d e f i n i t e  a conclusion as  yet  regarding the in ten t ions  of t,he French 
Goverrment . These w i l l  be defined and announced i n  due course, 
A l l  I can say now is  tha t  a s a t i s f acLory  so lu t ion  t o  the problem 
of  Germax rearamamenJc can be f omd: only through ever c loser  co- 
operation within our Alliance and by equal sharing o f  the  
yespons ib i l i t i e s  incumbent upon us .  When, i n  the  near  futu-re, we 
resume the t a l k s  which the  new s i - tuat ion c a l l s  f o r ,  me hope t h a t  
the  necessary decisions w i l l  emerge which - u i l l  enable the  countr ies  
of Western Europe t o  en te r  i n t o  cormitments provLding the publ ic  
i ~ i t h  the  s ecu r i t y  and the guarantees which they demand, Reither  
s h a l l  we forge t  a t  t h a t  time the prime necess i ty  of doing everything 
poss ib le  t o  f u r t h e r  FYanco-Ge?i;mn .- -- ~cconcLl i a t i on  and co-operaJ6i0n 
wi thin  the European franlei;rorlc, by "-resolving.  n o t  ~ i l l y  the major 
problems t o  which I--have---already re re r red  but a l so  those i n  
abeyance between our t w o  couatr ies ,  such as ecoi~omic auest ions,  the  
Saar problem and exchanges on cul- tural  
my s incere  hope t h a t ,  ill the  d i f f i c u l t  

matters .  ~ i i G 1 1 ~ ~  it is  
s i t u a t i o n  with which we are  
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faced, there  may be found s t i l l  fu r the r  reasons f o r  t ightening 
the  bonds which un i te  a l l  our countr ies  and f o r  reaffirming here, 
f o r  the  benef i t  of those who speculate on our dissension, our 
determination t o  pursue our common endeavours . 

Before I close,  I should- l i k e  t o  say a word on a subject  
which you have already discasscd: I am r e f e r r ing  Lo the  proposals 
which we received from the Soviet Government. We s h a l l  l o se  no 
opportunity of resuming any t a l k s  with t h a t  Government which seem 
l i k e l y  t o  prove f r u i t f u l .  But before me s tar t  such t a l k s  we 
nmst have a firm hope t h a t  they w i l l  l e ad  t o  something. So f a r ,  
however, t he re  are no signs t h a t  the  Soviet Union has, p a r t i c u l a r l y  
i n  respect of German problems, made any change i n  an a t t i t u d e  
which, a s  t he  Berl in Conference showed, could only render agreement 
impossible. N o  r e a l  easing of the in te rna t iona l  s i t ua t ion  can 
be achieved except on r e a l i s t i c  foundations which a t  the  moment 
a r e  iacking. I am convinced t h a t  the prospects of an improvement 
i n  the  s i tuat io i l  v i l l  increase w i t h  the  -growth of our co-operation 
and s o l i d a r i t y  - and the re in  l i e s  our duty. The French Government, 
on whose behalf I have the  honour t o  speak, w i l l  do a l l  i n  i t s  
power t o  b r ing  t o  your work i t s  most wholehearted, s incere  and 
zealous contl>ibution, 

P a l a i s  de Chai l lo t  , ' 
Par i s ,  XVIe. 




