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PRCGRISS OF WORK RY THE INTERIM COMMISSION ™

Report by *the. Freach Permanent Representative,
Chairmar. of the Interim Commission of the Conference
for gseiting up a Eurovean Defence Community

SACAGROUED

The Foreign Kinisters of the six counitries participating in
the Paris Conference for setting up a Europear Defence Community
considered that the Commnity's institutions should be able to
start work as shortly as possible after the introduction of the
Treaty, but without thereby jeopsrdising the e¢ffectiveness of the
preseny European defence system,

They sgreced that as a means to this end it would be necessary
to work out means of erforcing trhe Treaty and to reach agreement
for its provisional application in military ang financisl matters;
to lay the foundations for the work of the Commissariat; and to
decide upor such special matters as the status of the Court, the
military venal code, the gereral disciplinary reguletions, uniform,
ete, :

In order that these tasks should be carried out, it was decided

W that the Delegations which took part in drafting the Trecty should

continue to meet as an Interim Commissiorn in the interval between
the gigneture of the Treavy and the date on which the institutions
of the Buropean Defence Community begin to operate,which would of
courss only be after the Treaty 4ed beer ratified by the legislatures
of the Signatories.

This decision was embodied in a protocol signed in Paris on
27th May 1952 by the six Foreign Ministers of the Powers concerned,

2., FUNCTIONS AND ORGANTZATIQON CF THE INTERIM COMMISSICH

The Delegations forming the Tnterim Commissiorn dlscuss problems
effecting the Commirity as a whole together with any action which
Signetorics moy be called upon to take before the insiitutions of the
Commurity begin to operate, : '
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Or the bosis of the Trecty and the annexed dsrotocols or
conventiors, the Initerim Commission prepares draft instrumerts
for enforcement sirmultaneously with the ratificotion of the Treaty
so that the institutions of the Cormurity may begin to operate
jmmediately thereafter., - It 2lso collects any information which
mey helo tre Commissariat to carry out its most urgent tasks when
it begins work,

The Interim Commission may not go beyond preparatory surveys and
schemes which have no binding force on governments.or legislatures:
still less has it any executive authority.

The Conference of Foreign HMinisters which met in Paris on
10th May 1952 made the Commission responsiktle for ‘the following:
metterss-

= the preparation of 2 number of instruments in accorderce with
the provisiorns of the Treaty ard the ennexed convéentiong, in order
to aveoid any delay in the sssurption of authority bJ tﬂe institutions
of the Community. The 1nqtrumeat arse -

{a) An Agreement relsiing to the unified Zuropean defence
orgenizotiorn; '

(b} Arrargements relating to the orgcrizaiion of schools (officer
trairing qchools, weepon treirning schools, gpecialist
troinirg sstsblishments);

(¢} Regulstions for coursss erd instruction periods Tor general

officers, staf?® officers, commenders cf rcgiments or eqguivalent

units, commandants or treininrg schools aond interpreter-
instructors, liaison officers, etc;

{d) Rules corncerning the uniform;

(e) Agreements with member states regeording the status of
European defence forces;

(f) A Corvention on the implementétion of arﬁament DrOgraMMES ;
(g} 4 prctocol on privileges and immunities

(h) The rules governlno the status of the Court;

(i) The detailed f1n3n01 1 regulations;

{j) Principles underlying Yay, peénsions and allowences;

{k) Rules governing discipline,and the military pénal code;

{1} 4n argumont on o uniform rericd of military service.
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~ —~the collection of infermation in connection with the
fcllewing matters:- .

{2) The status of the staff;

(b) Gereral conditions governing promoinn;

(¢) .The stqﬁdardization'of treining theory and practice;
'td) The Establishment of ‘en infrsstructuire programme;
(e} The standordization of logistical dectrine and of

- the administration ana mulrtenance of equipment ard
supplies;

{(f) The preporction 5f the first common 5udget;

{(g) A central listing of armaments orders;

(h) 4 stock-taking of the Forces and resources available to
member stotes;

' (i) The build—uﬁ and. geographical distribution of Forces.

- In accordance with the protocol mentioned above, the Intcrlm
Commigsion came into bz ing orr 1st July 1952,

The Interim Commission has formed 24 hoe working groups and
there are now six technical committees dealing with the following
groups of subjectsi~ -idilitary — Legal - Financial - Armaments -
Status - Information. ' ‘ :

A unified secrctﬁriat cooralrates the work of these committees

~and assists the Stecring Committee,

The surveys carried out by these Committees will be submitted
to the Commisssriat, which will then descide whether to adopt,
amenda or reject them, ' o

3, PROGRESS OF WORK

Military AT .

The Military Committee has studied tae general organization of
the armed foreces, defining. in general terms the functions of the
Chief of the_Genufal Staff, of the Combined General Staff and of

the Chiefg of 3taff for the Army, Navy and Air Force respectively.

The »urpose has been to clear the ground for immediate technical
surveys for the organization of the higher command,
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One of these surveys is denoted to general territorial
organization {as defined in Article 7 of the Military Protocol)
In addition, preliminary work is now being aarried out for a paper
or. the Regional Orgconizotion of the Army,.Navy crd 4ir dorce.

An Agreement corn the statug of regular military personnel is
in preporation, togeither with draft texts on gineral discipline,
garriscn duty, & mllltgry_penal ccde common to oll centingents and
the adontion c¢f a common uniform. = These doccuments will be sub-
mitted for the Interim Ceormmission's aporovel very shortly,

All tris work heg tzken place in consultoticn with the Supreme
Allied Commend in Eurore, which has permsrent observers with the
Interim Commissicn, _Ao United States and the United Kingdom have
clsc sent observers tc 2ll the Committees,

Legal

Within the terms of reference drown. up by the Steering
Ccmmittee, the Legal Committec has studied, os being most urgent,

-

the problem of +no form tc bs given to the High Commission when

[EF Ry

the Treaty oomoe inte force,

It h=z s been agrecd that in zddition to the Cheoirman and ons
Vice-Chairman, there sholl be four Commissioners, each ia chearga

of ocne of the following dop“rtment%'— Armed Forces 1rmowenuo,
Finance, #enercl Administraotion. in addltlon “to odrpylng "uu
any srecial %osks which meoy be entrusted to them the ithree

Commissioners without Portfelic will werk with the Commissionsrs
for the Armed Forces, armaments and Finance Depariments,

The Miristers will have tc meet between the ratificaiion of
the Tresty eand before its entry into force: it will he for them
tc decide at that time whether the Legal Commlt* ee's paper shculd

1

'be consgidered as an Ingtruction Lor the orgaﬁlzatwon of the
on,

Commissariat cr merely o reconmendati

The Legal Cecmmitiee has, in addition, prepared the following

ig . : : . . .

- 4 papiér cn the cbservance of -secrecy when giving evideance.
before the ccurts of the Community; :

- 2 draft convention on the organizetion of the Court and
©on the cperation of its regional sectiors;

- a nurmber of draft ccnventicns on priviléges and lmmunitiss,

.and on the settlement of Jurigdiciticnal disputes between
tne Community's legal agencies, mutuzl legel supperi, etc.
o ’ i

i
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Bconow1c und.f neneicl

The birarci”l Cormittece has begun tne sp xde work for the
Firencéial Reguletions referred %o in Article 40 of the Firnancial

rrotocol, £ Graft toxt or the general rules for the. preparstion
ard freming of =2 common budget nas been sabmitted to the Interim
Commission, The Financial Committece 1z glsc putting tie finishing

touches to = dOCumUEt cn *tne preseniation ond terminoclogy of the
budget,

The gerceral prirciples governing trarslfers c¢f funds bty or for
personnel stontioned outside itheir country of origin have already
been delired by experis, Probliems connected with foreiwn'exchange
with “the.implgmentation of tne sconcmic provisions of the Treaty -
regerding the placing c¢f contracts and theé licensing of_t*@ product-
ion, impor: or sxpor®t of military equipment cre all row urder
consideration, and agreement is sxpcociea shortly,

ADMAments
Tre Artnomsnts Commiilee hzas laid- deown in general

-
uletions for aphlyirg ariicles 104 end 107 of the Tre
ntrecis, the Contracts Commission, Licence),

O 0

Two Worixing Groups are working with the Logisties Section of
“the Milisary Commitice on the follo';nu mas tsr“--

\ (2) the establishment of +ké lizt of current orders, Cards
~ave been drawn up for dispatch to Govesrnmerts with the
Questionnaires issusd by the Mi”itary Comnittee ag part of 1%s
work on tne preparstion of a list of tne military cguipment now
avallable; ’

(b) the procedure to be followed for tre stendardization o
- WEeADONS 4ANG equipment, '

ir addition, the Armament Committee 1sg taking stock of the
gcoromic pOubntlmL of the Signasoriss, On complesier of this work

~the Commiitce should be in'a posiiion to assess *the producticn
capacity of trne Buropszarn Defence Commanity, : :

Work of the Status Commitise

The 8tatus Committee has dividec 1ts work mmuong several
Worszing Grougs. A legnl section hos stuadisd the rivhts and duties
of *the Cormunity ond Wenmker States, It hos zlso defined the

procedure to be follewed by the Claims Committecs to be zet up to
hear claims for reparatLons in caseg of damage caused by military
personnel, o
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. A Sub-Committes is drswing up a military vpenal ccée, A
draft agresment cn the status c¢f clvilisn perscnnel wcrking Por
the Cemrunity's instituticns is under preparaticn sy experts,

Lastly, the Committiee is studying the cenditicns geverning
the use within the Community <f naticnal public services, such &s
Lend and sir Transpecrt fa 111tles, Zlealth and Em olcymﬁnt Jervices,
Teiscemmuniceticns, ste.
C
c C

The cguesticns whicn renain te be stedied By the Interim
Cemmilssicn - incluling the chelce of Armaements end Pregrammes for
thelr menulacture, the Hilitary Penel Code and Ccst-sharing
in the initial stages of the Cemmunity's existence will prebably
reqguire the coentinvaticn ¢f the Cemmissicon's mestings until
ratificaticn ty tns Signeicries is nearing ccmpleticn, An
croer of pricrity for the cuesticns te e studied was drawn up &s
sccrn as the Commissicn was created, - Altn:ugr the a¢ hce Werking
Grcups have been zvle tc deal with the main m ttﬂrs e vhilcn taey
were regunested tc give pricrity cttenticn, the complete ligt of
subjects feor discucaicn is fer frem exheusted

Tully aware <f the value cf tnis wirk,
Once the Treaty nas teern asporoved by the raticnal legislatures,
it will pat the Ccirmissariat in a vosition immediately cn its

insuguratizn. tc introduce weasures walch camnct fail to
geceleratve the schnlevemsnt of naximum efficiency oy the new
ccntingents, ‘ '

The Signstcries are
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