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Exercise/"Taming the Dragon - Dalmatia 2002"  
 
1. Update on the Situation in Croatia 
1.1.   Forest Fires in Sosici and Podpec area. 
1.1.1.  The forest fire in Sosici area was spotted early morning 23 May 2002. Because of 
the strong winds, the fire was a threat to the Sosici village. The local Fire Service was 
supported by  Fire Fighting Teams from Bosnia & Herzegovina, Poland and Austria. As the 
terrain was unapproachable by land, the Fire Fighters were transported to the site by 
helicopters. The forest fire was under control at 11:00Z. 
1.1.2.  The forest fire in the Podpec area was also spotted early morning 23 May 2002. 
The local Fire Service was supported by Fire Fighting Teams from Macedonia, Austria, 
Ukraine and Italy. The forest fire was under control at 10:00Z. 
1.1.3  Canadairs and helicopters were used to extinguish the fire in both Sosici and 
Podpec area. 
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1.2. Mountain Rescue. 
1.2.1. Early morning 23 May 2002 three persons needed help in the Sibenik Rock, a steep 
almost vertical rock in the Bast village area. The local rescue team was supported by 
Mountain Rescue Teams  from Ukraine, Italy, Romania and Bulgaria. All three persons 
were rescued at 10:10Z. One person was transported by the Slovenian helicopter to Basko 
Polje for medical care. 
1.3. Collapsed building in Promajna Village. 
1.3.1. Between 10:00 and 11:00 there was a report of a collapsed building and trapped 
persons in Promajna Village. SAR and Medical Teams from Romania and Slovakia were 
sent to the site. Two persons were rescued and received medical treatment. Further 
search proved that there were no more persons in the building. 
1.4. Water Rescue. 
1.4.1 At noon local people reported a ship accident outside Baska Voda. One person who 
had been rescued provided information on further missing persons. A rescue operation 
was established with a ship and a helicopter from the Croatian Army supported by Water 
Rescue Teams from Italy and Bulgaria. One more person was rescued and transported to 
Basko Polje by helicopter for medical care.  
1.5. Team Reports. 
1.5.1. None of the teams had any problems the second day of the exercise. 
 

2. National Response 

 Description Units deployed Transportation 
2.1 Putting out the fire   
2.1.1 Putting out the fire – Sosici   
 Fire-fighters 76 27 vehicles 
 Croatian Army Units 26   1 vehicle 
2.1.2 Putting out the fire - Podpec   
 Fire-fighters 91 23 vehicles 
2.2 Air forces                           

(for 2 fires, mountain rescue 
and water rescue) 

  6 crews   3 helicopters 
  2 canadairs  

2.3 Water rescue   
2.3.1 Navy Croatia Army ship crew   1 ship 

  2 inflatable boats 
2.4 Search and Rescue   
2.4.1 On Site Commander   1  
2.5 Mountain Rescue   
 rescuers 26   4 vehicles 

  1 helicopter 
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3. International Response 

 Description Units deployed/ Country 
 

Transportation 

3.1 Putting out the fire   

3.1.1 Putting out the fire – Sosici   
 Fire-fighting   6 from Albania 

30 from Austria 
  6 from Slovakia 
16 from Poland 
10 Bosnia and  Herzegovina  
  7 from Slovenia 
  4 from Germany 
 
 

  2 vehicles 
  8 vehicles 
  2 vehicles  
  4 vehicles 
  1 vehicle 
  2 vehicles 
  1 vehicle 

3.1.2 Putting out the fire - Podpec   
 Fire-fighters 40 from Austria 

17 from Italy 
  9 from Ukraine 
10 from Macedonia 

  7 vehicles 
  5 vehicles 
  2 vehicles 
10 vehicles 

3.2 Air forces 
(for 2 fires, mountain 
rescue and water rescue) 

  1 crew from Slovenia 
  1 crew from Bosnia and  
Herzegovina 
1 crew from Italy 

  1 helicopter 
  1 helicopter 
 
  1 canadair 
 

3.3 Water Rescue   
 Rescuers 4 from Bulgaria 

4 from Italy 
1 inflatable boat 
1 inflatable boat 

3.4 Search and Rescue   
 Rescuers 17 from Slovakia 

  9 from Romania 
4 vehicles 
1 van 

 Trainer search dogs   2 from Romania  
3.5 Mountain Rescue 10 from Bulgaria 

  4 from Slovenia 
10 from Italy 
  7 from Romania 
  8 from Ukraine 

 
 
2 vehicles 
1 vehicle 
2 vehicles 
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4. Contact information 

4. The Operational Point of Contact in affected area can be contacted in the following 
way: 

Name: Operational Communication Centre 
Organization: LEMA 
Telephone: +385 21 309 600 
Fax :  +385 21 309 633 
Operating Hours: 24 
 
5. Coordinated Response 

5.1. The Euro-Atlantic Disaster Response Coordination Centre can be reached in the 
following ways: 
Telephone: +32-2-707.2670 
Fax :  +32-2-707.2677 
Mobile Phone: +32-475-829.071 (24 hours) 
Telex: Belgium 23867 
e-mail: Eadrcc@hq.nato.int 
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