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1. In  accordance  with  the  procedures  at  reference,  EADRCC  received  today,  
6 September 2008, a disaster assistance request from Bulgaria dated 6 September 
2008 08:00 UTC. At 13:30 UTC the EADRCC has received the updated disaster 
assistance request with some additional requested items (see 4.2). The following 
information was provided.

2. General Situation
Type of the Disaster : Forest Fires 
Date and Time the Disaster occurred : 13.37 GMT 3 September 2008
Location of the Disaster : National park “Rila” - region Blagoevgrad

2.        Initial Assessment of the damage and description of the situation.
2.1 At 16:37 local time (13:37 GMT) on 3 September 2008 a forest fire started in the 
mountainous area of the national park “Rila” - region Blagoevgrad. The fire is spreading to 
west - south direction.  The fire is developing at latitude of 1800 to 2100 meters above sea 
level in a rugged terrain with a slope reaching up to 45 degrees at certain areas. Dry grass 
vegetation, peat and coniferous forests in an area of app. 110 hectares are in flames, the 
burning forest area is approx. 30 hectares.
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2.2 With the available human and technical resources the firefighting is done by hand 
due  to  the  rugged  terrain,  which  is  inaccessible  for  firefighting  equipment.  The  high 
temperatures and the strong wind additionally impede the fire extinguishing activities. 

3. National resources available for disaster response and measures taken.
3.1 A total of 265 people of the integrated rescue system are deployed on the site of 

the fire. The fire is spreading to West-Southwestern direction. Efforts to localize the 
fire in its western and southwestern flank are ongoing.

3.2 In the early morning of 06 September 2008 after an assessment of the situation the 
Crisis  staff  chaired  by  the  Mayor  of  Blagoevgrad  and with  the  participation  of 
experts from the Ministry of Emergency Situations and Ministry of Interior made a 
decision to request international assistance from the international partners of 
the Republic of Bulgaria.

4. The following requirements for international assistance have been identified:
Description Effective Date Quantity Duration 

4.1 Firefighting helicopters with buckets ASAP 3 For 3 days
4.2 Firefighting aircraft CANADAIR ASAP 2 For 3 days

5. Points of Entry:
5.1.Airport Sofia
6. The Operational Point of Contact in Bulgaria can be reached in the following 

ways:
Name: Duty Officer
Organisation: National  Civil  Protectoin  Service,  Directorate  General,

Ministry of Emergency Situations 
Telephone: +359 29 60 10 333
Fax: +359 2 862 60 24
E-mail: sacp@cp.government.bg
Operating hours: 24/7

9. Response co-ordination.
9.1.With a view to providing a coordinated response to the stricken nation’s requirements, 
nations in a position to meet these demands, in full or in part, are invited to reply to the 
Operational Point of Contact of the Stricken Nation, with an information copy to EADRCC, 
by any of the communication means listed above and below.
10.1.The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UN-OCHA) in 
Geneva and the European Union MIC have been informed by the same communication.
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10.2.The Euro-Atlantic  Disaster  Response Coordination  Centre  can be reached in  the 
following ways:
Telephone: +32-2-707.2670
Fax : +32-2-707.2677
Mobile Phone: +32-475-829.071
e-mail: Eadrcc@hq.nato.int
Internet http://www.nato.int/eadrcc/home.htm
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