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EADRCC URGENT DISASTER ASSISTANCE REQUEST  

UUSIMAA 2008 
 
 
Message Nº. : EX-OPS(EADRCC)(2008)0001 
Dtg : 1 JUNE 2008, 06:00  UTC 
From: : Euro-Atlantic Disaster Response Coordination Centre 
To : Points of Contact for International Disaster Response in NATO and 

Partner Countries 
Precedence : Priority 
Originator : Duty Officer Tel: +32-2-707.2670 
Approved by : Head EADRCC Tel: +32-2-707.2673 
Reference : EAPC(C)D(98)10(Revised) 
This report consists of : -3- pages 
 

In accordance with the procedures at reference, EADRCC has received today,  
01 June 2008, a disaster assistance request from Finland. The following information was 
provided. 

General Situation 
Water in the Baltic Sea reaches record levels at the end of May through a number of 
factors affecting water height (water volume, wind, air pressure, wave motion, and tides). 
In the Gulf of Finland, the greatest rise in water height occurs in its eastern arm. The rising 
sea level instigated the shutting down of the nuclear power station at Loviisa during the 
evening of 29 May, and the plant is out of action. Water height in the Helsinki area on 29 
May reached 2.12 m above mean sea level, covering area of 1000 km². Although the 
authorities are contemplating evacuation, for the time being inhabitants in the flooded 
areas are leaving their homes on a voluntary basis. 
 

Initial Assessment of the damage and description of the situation. 
3.1. The sea water level in Helsinki Area is more than 2 meters above average sea 
water because of the wind. A thunderstorm followed it on 31 of May caused electrical 
blackouts in Southern Finland. The Finnish government declared a state of emergency for 
the entire country on 31of May 2008 after storm killed at least 50 people. The Finnish 
Meteorological Institute forecast rain for the next days. 
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4. 

5. 

3.2. Affected national critical infrastructure (NCI) objects: Food supply, Water supply, 
Health care and rescue services, Energy, Transport (traffic and harbour), Information and 
communication techniques, and Chemical industry. 
3.3. The Department for Rescue Services at the Ministry of the Interior has sent a 
request for assistance to the European Commission’s Monitoring and Information Centre 
(MIC) and to NATO’s Euro-Atlantic Disaster Response Coordination Centre (EADRCC) on 
31 May 2008 at 2200 GMT. 

National resources available for disaster response and measures taken. 
4.1. All Finnish civilian and military resources are on use. 

The following requirements for international assistance have been identified: 
 Description Effective Date Quantity 
5.1 High volume pumps 3 June 2008 ten 
5.2. Field hospital / Medical Unit 3 June 2008 two 
5.3. Field laboratory (CBR) 3 June 2008 two 
5.4. CBRN Team 3 June 2008 three 
5.5. Decontamination Team 3 June 2008 three 
5.6. SAR Team for substructure 3 June 2008 three 
5.7. Bridge building Unit 3 June 2008 one 
5.8. Camp management for foreign teams 

(camp manager and/or services) 
3 June 2008 one 

5.9. IT Support team for international 
assistance 

3 June 2008 one 

5.10. Water purification Unit 3 June 2008 three 
 
6. 

7. 

8. 

Points of Entry: 
6.1. Helsinki-Vantaa Airport 
6.2. Harbour of Helsinki 
6.3. Vaalimaa Boarder Crossing Point 
 

Delivery point:  
TBC 
The Operational Point of Contact in Finland can be reached in the following 
ways: 

Name: Director General Mr. Pentti Partanen 
Organisation: Helsinki City Fire Department, Ministry of the Interior 
Telephone: +358 9 160 01 
Mobile phone:  
Fax: +358 9 160 44672 
E-mail: uusimaa@cmcfinland.fi 
Operating hours: 24/7 
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9. 
 

Response co-ordination. 
9.1. With a view to providing a coordinated response to the stricken nation’s 
requirements, nations in a position to meet these demands, in full or in part, are invited to 
reply to the Operational Point of Contact of the Stricken Nation, with an information copy to 
EADRCC, by any of the communication means listed above and below. 
10.1. The EADRCC is in close contact with the United Nations Office for the Coordination 
of Humanitarian Affairs (UN-OCHA) in Geneva. 
10.2. The Euro-Atlantic Disaster Response Coordination Centre can be reached in the 
following ways: 
Telephone: +32-2-707.2670 
Fax :  +32-2-707.2677 
Mobile Phone: +32-475-829.071 
e-mail: Eadrcc@hq.nato.int
Internet http://www.nato.int/eadrcc/home.htm 
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