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DEFENCE EXPENDITURES OF NATO CODNTRLES 

1949 - 1980 

The figures given in Table I represent payments act&lly'-&de 
or to be made during the course of the calendar year. They are based 
on the NATO definition of defence expenditures. In view of the 

' differences between this and national definitions, the figures shown 
may diverge considerably from those which are quoted by national 
authorities or given in national budgets. 

The figures relating to the United States and Canada include 
expenditures for military aid programmes. The figures shown for European 
NATO countries do not include the value of end-items received under 
military aid programmes from the United States and Canada. 

-France is a member of the Alliance without belonging to the 
integrated military structure; the relevant figures are indicative only. 
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TABLE I , - 
TOTAL DEFENCE EXPENDITIJP~S OF NATO COUNTRIES 

(Current prices) 
I I I I I 

country currency unit 
1949 

(0) (1) (2) 
1954 

(3) 

Belgium Million Belgian Francs 0,273 

Canada Million Canadian $ 372 

Denmark 

Francs (a) 

Germany (b) 

Greece 

Italy 

LllXemboUrg 

Netherlands 

NOrwaJr 

Portugal 

, Million Danish ILroners 360 
Million Francs 4,707 

Million DM 

Million Drachmae 

Milliti Lila 

Million Luxembourg Francs 

Million Guildere 

Million Norwe+n Kroners 

Million Escudos 

. . 

1,637 

30' 

112 

60O 

370 

1,419 

Turkey Million Liras 5% 
United Kingdom Million E ster1iug 779 

United States Million US $ 13,503 

20,707 

1,771 

805 

11,710 

6,207 

3,4X 

54? 

565 

1,503 

1.141 

2,100 

934 

1,569 

42,706 

ii ctua1 Forecast 

1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 i97a 1979 l9W 

(4) (5) (‘5) (7) (8) (9) ('0) (1') (12) (13) (14) 

37,300 40,654 45,103 50,533 57,739 70,099 01,444 09,480 99,726 106,472 115,437 

2.061 2,171 2,238 2,405 2,062 3,127 3,509 4,124 4,662 4,025 5,130 

2,757 3,195 3,306 3,520 4,439 5,201 5,600 6,343 'i'r25Oe 7.990 . . 

32,672 34,907 37.992 42,204 47.070 55,072 63,099 73,097 84,042 95,401 110,394 

22,573 25,450 20,7x) 31,9O0 35,644 37,509 30,922 40,104 43,019 45,415 40,531 

14.200 15,40O 17,211 19,066 24,126 43,020 48,466 65.0OO 76,106 82,301 9O,OOO 

1,562 1,052 2,162 2,392 2,052 3,jO4 3,600 4,533 5.3Ol 6,460 7,450 

a 416 442 517 601 7lO 0% 903 1,029 1,154 1,242 1,476 

3,909 41394 4,006 5.360 6,144 711'9 7,662 9,092 9,146 lo,f06 10,409 

2,774 3,022 3.239 3,505 3,930 14.771 5,333 5,934 6,054 7,362 0,240 

12,530 14,699 16,046 16,736 25,100 19,090 10,045 22,002 27,354 34,343 42,159 

6,237 0,407 9.961 12,192 15.831 jo.200 40,691 49.790 66,239 94,034 169,469 

2,444 2,015 3,250 3,512 4,160 5,165 6,432 6,810 7,616 9,029 11,306 
77,054 74,062 77,639 70,350 05,906 90,940 91,013 100,925 109,247 122,279 140,513 

& 

NATO Europe (c) 

Total North America 

Total NATO (c) 

Million US $ 

Million US $ 

Million us $ 

4,030 11,756 

13,075 44,557 

10,713 56,313 

24,464 27,990 33,602 40,716 451999 55,360 55,670 62,737 76,394 91,791 ** 

79,021 76,973 79,090 80,761 80,032 94,023 94,653 104,003 113,334 126,390 144,919 

104,285 IO48963 113,500 121,477 l34,031 149,303 150,323 167,540 109,720 210,109 .* 

Notes : 

a. France is a member of the Alliance without belonging to the integrated military structure; the relevant figures are indicative only. 

b. Before it acceded to the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (May 1955), Gemany aontributed to the defence budgets of certain NATO countries by the payment of occupation costs; moreover, 
it bore certein other costs which also fall within the NATO definition of defence expenditures. In addition to defence expenditures (NATO definition), the Gemsn Authorities are obliged 
to incur large annual expenditures for Berlin owing to the exceptional situation of this oity and the need, in the interests of the defence of the free world, to ensure its viability. 
These expenditures, which are not included in the figures given above ainoe they do not come within the NATO definition, are forecast to be 12,861 million DM in 1980. 

c. These totals are based on the currency exchange rates in force during the years concerned. This meens that the trends shown me affsoted, to varying degrees, by the chau8es which have 
taken place in national exchange rates againat the US dollar. Direct comparisons between figures for different years must therefore be made with caution, the more so because, due to 
the impact of price aud salary increases, the figures on this table give only en imperfect view of the real trend in the defence effort of countries. It should be noted, that for 1949, 
the total figures do not take into account the Ge- expenditures. 

. . Information not available. e. Eetimate. 
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,TABLE II. DEFENCEEXI'ENDITUEU3S 
AS PERCENTAGE OF GROSS DOI'?XSTIC PRODUCT LN pTTRCHASZ5lS 'i.r!YX?l?,S 

country 

70) 

13elgim 

Denmark 

France (a> 

Germmy (b) 

Greece 

Italy 

Luxei&ourg 

Netherlands 

Normy 

PO~tUpl 

Tuzkey 

United Kingdom 

NATO Zuzope 

n ,anada 

Qnited States 

Total &TO 

- 
Average 

1970-l 974 

2.8 

2.2 

3.9 
3.5 
4.4 
2.7 
0.8 

3.’ 

3.2 
6.9 
4.2 

5.2 

1975 

T2) 
3.1 
2.4 

3J3 
.3.6 - 
6.5 

2.5 
1 .o 

3.4 

3.2 
5.3 

5.8 
5.0 

3.8 

1.9 
6.0 

19% 

(3) 
3.1 
2.2 

3*8 
3.5 

5.9 

2.3 
1.0 

3.2 

3.1 
4.0 

6.2 

5.0 

3b7 

1.9 
5.4 

1977 

(4) 

3.1 
2.2 

3.9 
3.4 
6.8 

2*4 
1 .o 

3.5 

3.1 
3.5 

5.8 
4.8 

366 

1978 

3.3 
2.3 
3.9 
3.4 
6.6 
2.4 

1 .l 

3.2 

3*2 
3.5 
5.2 

4.7 

2.0 

5.2 

3.3 
2.3 

3.9 
3.3 

5*a 
2.4 
1 .o 

3.4 

3.1 
3.5 

4.6 
4.8 

,’ 3.0 

1.8 

5.2 

2.3 
1 .I 
3.3 

3.0 
3.4 

4.7 
I 5.2 1 

. . 

i 
1.a 

5.5 i 

.* i 

a. rlraztce is a member of the Alliance without belonging to the intepated military 
sxucture; the relevant fi@res are indicative 0d.y. 

b. ‘nese percentages have been calculated without taking into accc;xt the eqendituzes 
oz 3erlin (see Note b., Table I); if these expe-nses were includei, the percpzztwe 
s;otid be as follows : 

1975 : 4.4 1977 : 4.2 1579 : 4.: 
1976 : 4.3 197s : 4.1 19% : 4.2 

. . Lnformation not available. e. Estimate. 
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Ccuntry I ck,33 md23th fixluct. Per rkaa 
--_ ----'--'T -- --- , 

-- 
(0) 

~..-~~~--F~~~~_i~~~~7~~~~~~ 

r 
Belg Lum 9, NV 9,522 9,% 9,874 
Denmark 10,202 10,388 11,050 11,158 

France 8,042 8,409 8,622 8,874 
Germqf 9,257 9,794 lo,oa4 10,418 

Greece 2,988 3,136 3,209 3,375 
Iceland 8,715 8,941 9,376 9,770 
Italy 4,239 4,460 4,527 4,621 
Luxembourg 8,864 9,116 9,245 9,661 
Netherlands 8,6Y 9,013 9,172 9,342 
Norway 8,845 9,403 9,699 9,974 
Portugal 1,596 1,688 1,764 1,812 

Turkey 1,124 1,108 1,210 1,216 

Uxlited Kingdom 5,105 5,294 5,367 5,537 

NhTO Europe 5,985 6,266 6,385 6,546 

Canada 8,024 8,380 8,490 8,715 
United States 8,528 8,943 9,326 9,658 

Total NATO 7,049 7,386 7,609 7,%41 8,010 7,968 332 329 332 337 344 352 

Notes : 

a. 

b. 
C* 

All figures are expressed in 1978 prices; the national currencies have been converted into US $ on the basis of the average exchange rates for 
1978; since then, further changes in exchange rates have occurred and a certain amount of caution should be exercised in making comparisons. 
France is a member of the Alliance without belonging to the integrated military stnlcture; the relevant figures are indicative only. 
These figures have been calculated without taking into account the expenditures on Berlin (see Note b., Table I); if these expenses were 
included, the figures would be as follows : US $ 408 for 1975, US $ 418 for 1976, US $ 420 for 1977, US $ 431 for 1978, US $ 4.45 for 7979 and 
US $ 464 for 1980. 

. . Information not available. e. Estimate. 
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TABLE rv. E~~UIIXEXI! EXF'ENDITUBES 
AS PEXXXTAGE OF TOTAL DEIFENCE EXPEXDITURES 

(Fiscal Years) (a) 

2,61gim 10.6 

Sanads 7.3 

3enmark 16.3 

Oermany 11.9 

IGreece .* 

italy 15.4 

Luxembourg 1 ' .% 
Yeth ,-erlands 12.8 

Korway 1305 

Portugal 7 .fl 

3rquie rc.0 

Znited Kin~don 1' f . 0 - 

T2FAitea states 21.1 0 

1975 ou 
1 m/i'6 

-T1, 
9.0 

6.3 

19.0 

11.8 

. . . . 

13.9 1.3.1 

1 .o 3.4 

15.9 15.5 

11.6 11 .4 

1.9 1.9 

25.2 25.5 

19.3 20.6 

17.5 b l-l.4 

1976 ou 
1976/?7 

1977 ou 
1977/78 

(3) -o_ 
11 .o -11.9 

8.0 8.5 

19.4 21.8 

13.2 12.5 

2.0 

20.9 

14.2 

2.1 

21.9 

22.0 

17.5 

5 (6) I (7) 

13.9 13.1 13.6 

10 .o 12.8 13.7 

16.4 15.3 15.4 

13.0 13.7 14.2 

. . 
16.2 1 ;.-l 1;:3 

7.7 2.1 1 ./ c 

1Q z '0) 3.1 ] 17.9 

17.2 18.9 I 17.c 

4 .6 ( To8 6.7 

18.5 9.5 6.1 

27.0 23.2 2n.1 

20.0 19.8 19.5 

Totes : 

2. Calendar year for all countries except for Canada and the 72ited Zingdon (Fiscal 
Year: April->Zarch) ; 
-{ear 1 f7Z.a 

Denmark (Fiscal Years 1975/76-1977/'j'a: April-Xarct; Fiscal 
.I. -~~?ril-Jece3ber; Pisr,al Year 1979 onbards: Jzuap-Zecemjer;: yll-->: zy 

(Fisczil Year: Xarch-February) and the United States (Fiscal Pear 1975/Y&: jvl-, .,r- 
June; Piscrl Year 1976/77 onwards: October-September). 

5. i.IXlUdin~ &wu?zitiDn and ,Zqlosives. 

. . . inforzia7.i on not available. e, Zstinzte. 
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TABLEV. ARMED FORCES 

1976 
xz 

2.9 
I .6 

3.2 
2.6 
6.7 
2.4 
0.8 

2.7 

2.8 

2.2 

4.4 
2.4 

Total armed forces (b) 
as 9/o of total labour force 

1977 1978 
(9) 10 
2.8 3.1 
1.6 1.6 
3.2 3.1 
2..6 2.5 
6.7 6.7 

2.5 2.5 
0.9 0.9 
2.7 2.7 
2.7 2.7 
2.1 2.2 

4.9 406 
2.3 2.2 

3.0 2.9 

1 .l 1.1 

3.1 2.9 

2.9 

1979 

m 
2.8 

1 ;6 
3.1 
2.5 
6.5 
2.4 
0.9 

2.7 

2.6 

2.2 

4.3 
2.2 

2-v 

1.1 
3.2 

2.8 

Ccuntry 

(0) 

Belgium ' 
Denmark 
France (a) 

G=-=w 
Greece 
Italy 
Luxembourg 
Netherlands 
Norway 
Portugal 
Turkey 
United Ringdom 

NATO Europe 

Canada 
United State8 

Total NATO 

Notes : 

1980(e) 

_o 
2.8 

1.7 
3.1 . 
2.5 
6.4 
2.5 
0.9 
2.7 
2.6 

2.2 

4.3 
2.2 

lY@Ne: 
(6) 
109 
35 

575 
495 
180 

500 
1 

107 
39 
83 

717 
328 

1976 
(21 

107 
31 

585 
493 
186 

455 
1 

106 

39 
83 

674 
337 

1975 

(7) 
2.8 

1 .a 

3.2 
2.5 
6.6 
2.5 
008 

2.8 

2.8 

2.8 

3.9 
2.5 

1979 

M- 

107 
33 

578 
492 
180 

490 
1 

107 

40 
81 

698 
324 

1977 
(31 
IO? 
32 

584 
495 
187 
475 

1 

103 
39 
79 

771 
326 

1978 
(4) 
118 

33 
581 
491 
186 

409 
1 

106 
40 
82 

720 
320 

1975 
(1) 
'03 
34 

585 
491 
185 
459 

1 

107 
38 

104 

584 
348 

3,!67 1,169 
78 

2,098 
78 

2,075 
78 

2,060 
79 

2,033 
79 

2,027 
80 

!,047 

5,215 5,250 5,279 5,237 i,2V6 

a. l?cance is a member of the Alliance without belonging to the integrated military structure; the relevant figures are indicative only. 

b. Military end civilian personnel. 

. . Information not available. e. Estimate. 
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