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DEFEXCE E3EEXDITTJRES OF NATO COURTRIES 

1949 - 1978 

The figures given in Table I represent pa;yments aotually 
made or to be made during the course of the calendar year. They are 
based on the NATO definition of defence expenditures. In view of the 
differences between this and national definitions, the figures shown 
may diverge considerably from those which are quoted by national 
authorities or given in national budgets. 

The figures relating to the United States and Canada include 
expenditures for military aid programmes. The figures shown for Ruropean 
NATO countries do not include the value of end-items received under 
military aid programmes from the United States and Canada. 
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country 

(0) 
BelgiUm 

Cenad8 

De-k 

France 

G--w (4 

Greece 

Italy 

Luxe!abourg 

Jstherlmda 

Porway 

PO- 

-*Y 

#nited gingdom 

United Statee 

E!Es 

Potal Europn (b) (c) 

Total North America 

Total NATO (b) (a) 

-- 
T curronay unit 

(1) 
Million Belgian tiUP2B 

Million cmadien $ 

Million Danish Kmnera 

Million France 

Million lx4 

Million m-achaae 

Milliard Liz-a 

tillion Luxenboutg Frame 

Million Guilders 

Xillion NorweSim Kronere 

Million Esoudoa 

Million Lime 

Million E ster1in# 

Million us j4 

Million US $ 

MllliW us $ 

Million US $ 
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I TABLE 

TCTAL DEFEXCS EXPENDITUSES OF NATO COUN’I’RIES 
(current pricee) 

Actual 

1949 

(2) 

8,273 

372 

3@ 

4,787 

-!I- 

. . 

1.03 
joI 

112 

680 

370 

1.419 

556 
779 

13.503 

n---m-- 

1954 
-- 

(31 -- 

20.707 

1.77r 

885 

11,710 

6,287 

3,420 

543 

565 

1,583 

1,141 

2,100 

934 

1.569 

42,786 

-- 
1969 

(4) 

33.754 

1,899 

2,640 

300,696 

21,577 

12,762 

1,412 

3991 

3,6e2 

2,502 

10,779 

5,395 

2,703 

81,443 

4.531 11,508 21.972 

13,875 44,557 83,199 

78,406 55,065 105,171 

1970 1971 

(5) (6) 
37.389 39,670 

2,061 2,131 
2.757 3,195 

32,672 341907 

22,573 25,450 

14,208 15.4w, 

1,562 1,852 

416 442 

3,968 4,466 

2,774 3.022 

12,530 14,699 

6,237 8.48-l 

2,444 2.815 

77,054 74,862 

3972 

(7) 

44,140 

2.238 

3.386 

37,992 

28.720 

17,211 

2,162 

517 

4,974 

3,239 

16,046 

9,961 

3,258 

77,639 
.~ 

1973 

(8) 

48,941 

2.405 

3,520 

42,264 

31,908 

19,866 

2,392 

6cll 

5,465 

3,w5 

16,736 

12,192 

3,512 

78,358 

23,458 26,889 32,315 3991173 

79,821 76,973 79,898 eO.761 

103,279 103.862 112,213 119,934 
L 

1974 

(9) 

571395 

2,862 

4.439 

471878 

35.644 

24,126 

2,852 

710 

6,254 

3.9w 

25,108 

15,831 

4,160 

65,906 

44,088 

88~132 

32,920 

1975 

(10) 

69,936 

3,127 

5,281 

55,873 

37,589 

43,917 

3.104 

836 

7,246 

4,771 

19,898 

. . 

5,165 

go.949 

51,932 

94.023 

145,955 

I 

f 

5,6@J i 6,343 

63,899 : 73,5Y 

38,922 40,184 

** ** / 

3,608 ; 41533 

983 1 1,029 

7,817 9,260 

5,333 51934 

18,845 22,082 

. . . . 

6,132 6,822 

91,013 100,928 

. . 

5.223 

1,160 

9.367 

6,756 

26,111 

. . 

7,492 

105,135 

51,869 58.363 60.951 

94,653 104.806 109,238 

146,522 163.169 178,189 

11 
Forecast ;! 

1978 

(13) 

99,OQe 

41597 

7.135' 

03,416 

42.588 

1 
I 
/I 
I! 
I! 
/ / / 

iI II 
/j 

il 

;! 
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B. Before it acceded to the North Atlantic Treaty Organieation (May 1955). Ceraany contributed to the defence b&eta of certain NATO countrlea by the pvnt of occupatian coete: DJoremr, it hors Certain 
other co&e which elao fall within the NATO definition of defence expenditures. In addition to defenoe expenditurse (NATO definition), the Cemao Authorities are obliged to incur lm6e meal erpendituree 
for Emrlin owing to the exoeptional aitoation of thie city end the need. in the interests of the defence of the free world, to emwe ite viability. These erpendlturee. which are not included in the I. . 
f&wee given above eince they do not come within the NATO definition, ar e forecast to be 10,181 million DM in 1978. 

b. The Europe and NATO totale are based on the currency exohenge ratee in force during the yeera ooncerned. ~hie meene that the trends ehom are &footed, to veryin~ degrees, by the chnngse which have taken 
place in national exchange ratea yinet the US dollar. Direct oompesisw~ between figures for different yeara must therefore be made with caution, the mom no beoeme. due to the impact of price and 
ealery inoreaaes, the figures on thie table give only an imperfect view of the real trend In the defence effort of coontries. It ehould be noted, that for 1949, the Europe and NATO totale do not take into 
accomt the German expenditures. 

3. For purpoaas of comparieon. the f&urea for Greece and Turkey, which are not available for each of the yeara under review, have been excluded thmoghout frm the regional totals. 

. . Information not available. 
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TABLE II. DEFENCE EXPEMIIWS 
AS PFJXCENTAGE OF GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT IN PURCHASERS' VALUES 

1978(a) - 

3.3 

2.5 
4.0 

3.3 
. . 
2.6 

1.1 

3.4 

3*2 

3.3 

1976 

3.1 
2.4 

3.8 

3.5 
. . -- 
2.5 
1 .o 

3.3 
3.1 
4.1 

;:0 

1977 

3.2 
2.4 

3.9 

3.4 
. . 

2.6 

1 .o 

3.6 
3.1 

3.5 

.4:8 

1974 

2.7 

2.4 

3.7 
3.6 

4.3 
2.8 

0.8 

3.3 
3.0 
7.4 

3*9 
5-. l 

1975 

3.0 
2.6 

3.9 

3.6 
6.5 

2.7 
1 .o 

3.5 

3.2 

5.3 

;:o 

1973 

2.7 
2.1 

3.8 

3.5 
4.1 
2.9 
0.8 

3.3 

3.1 
6.0 

4.1 

4.9 

. . 

4.7 

Belgium 
Denmark 
France 
G-=-Y (b) 
Greece 

Italy 

Luxembourg 
Netherlanda 
Norway 
Portugal 
Turkey 
United E3ngdom 

3.7 3.7 3.6 3.6 NATO Europe (c) 3*6 3*6 

2.0 

5.0 

4.2 

2.0 

5.4 

Canada 
United States 

.1 .Y 
6.0 

1.9 
6.1 - 

1 .Y 
6.0 

1 .Y 
5.3 

4.8 4.8 4.7 4.4 4.4 Total EAT0 (c) 

Notee: 
a. Prelimiuary estimates. 
b, These percentages have been calculated without taking into account the expenditures 

on Berlin (eee Note a., Table I); if these expenses were included, the percentages 
would be aa follows: 

1973: 4.2 1975: 4.4 1977: 4.2 
1974: 4.4 1976: 4.3 1978: 4.1. 

c. These percentage8 have been calculated without Greece and Turkey 
(Bee Note c., Table I). 

. . Information not available. 
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Demark 

Icelaud 

Netherlands 

b. 
CO 

d. 

. . 

Notes: 
Al.1 figures are expressed in 1976 pricee; the national currencies have been converted 
into US $ on the basis of the average exchange rate8 for 1976; since then, further 
changes in exchange rate8 have occurred and a certain amount of caution should be 
exercised in making comparisons. 
Preliminary estimates. 
These figures have been calculated without taking into account the expenditures on 
Berlin (see Note.a,., Table- I); if these expenses were included, the figures would be 
a8 follows: US $ 302 for 1975, US $ 309 for 1976, US $ 311 for 1977 and US ;d 318 for 
1978. 
These totals have been calculated without Greece and Turkey (see Note co9 Table I), 

Information not available. 
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TABLB IV. EQUlPZBNTEXPENDITUEJ3S 
AS PERCQJTAGE OF TOTAL DEFENCE EXPEND~S 

(Fiscal Yesre) (a) 

Netherlands 

Notes: 
ab With the exception of Canada, Denmark and the United Kingdom (Fiscal Year: 

April-March), Tuz4ce.y (Fiecal Year: 
(Fiscal Years 197 /74 to 1975/76: 

March-February) gnd the United States 

3 
July-June; Fiscal Yeam 1976/77 to 1978/79: 

October-September , the fiscal year of countries shown in this table coLncides 
with calendar year (lat January-3let December). 

b. Preliminary estimatee. 
c. Including Ammunition and Ebtplosivee. 

. . Information not available. 
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TABLEV. ARMED FORCES 

Denmark 

Greece 

Luxembourg 
Netherlands 

Notes: 
a. Prelimi.na.ry estimates. 

b. mlitarg aad civilian personnel. 
. . Information not available. 
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