
2006 NATO – RUSSIA RALLY 
YEKATERINBURG 

13 May 
 

Programme 
 
9:00-10:00  REGISTRATION  
 
 
 
10:00-13:30  CONFERENCE  
 
Title:    “New threats and common responses” 
Site:   Ural State University, Lenin Avenue, 51 
Russian Partner: Ural State University 
Co-organizers: Consulates of the United Kingdom and Czech Republic 
Working languages:  Russian, English 
Interpretation:  Provided by Consulate of the United Kingdom 
Targeted audience:  200 students and dignitaries of the region 
 
 
10:00-10:30   OPENING SESSION 
 
Chaired by:   Vladimir Tretyakov, Rector of Ural State University  
 

• Welcoming remarks by Vladimir Tretyakov, Rector of Ural State University 
• Introductory remarks by Viktor Koksharov, Minister for Foreign Economic Relations of 

Sverdlovsk Oblast  
• Welcoming remarks by the Consuls of the United Kingdom and Czech Republic 
• Introductory remarks by Isabelle Francois, NATO Information Office Director 

 
 
 
10:30-11:30   FIRST SESSION: “NATO-RUSSIA FACING COMMON CHALLENGES” 
 
Chaired by:  Vladimir Tretyakov, Ural State University Rector, and Consul of the 

United Kingdom 
 

• “Security challenges in today’s environment” by H.E. Anthony Brenton, Ambassador of 
the United Kingdom to the Russian Federation  

 
• “NATO-Russia Council and common responses to common threats” by Aleksey 

Gromyko, Institute of Europe, Russian Academy of Sciences 
 

• “Transformation of European Security System” by Tomas Szunyog, Director of Eastern 
European Territorial Department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Czech Republic 

 
• Q and A Session chaired by Vladimir Tretyakov, Ural State University Rector, and 

Consul of the United Kingdom 
 
 
 



 
11:30-12:00   COFFEE BREAK 
 
 
11:30-12:00   POINT DE PRESSE: 
 
 Location: Conference site    
 Officials: J. Colston, I. Francois, AMB Brenton (UK), J. 

Michal (CZ) 
 Moderator: Konstantin Eggert, BBC Russian Service 

 

12:00-13:20   SECOND SESSION: “PREPARING FORCES AGAINST NEW THREATS” 

Chaired by:  Vladimir Tretyakov, Ural State University Rector, and Consul of Czech 
Republic 

• “Transformation: achievements and challenges” by John Colston, NATO Assistant 
Secretary General for Defence Policy and Planning 

 
•  “Transformation of Russian Forces in the light of new threats (Terrorism, proliferation, 

etc)” by Representative of the Russian Ministry of Defence 
 

•  “Cooperative efforts in new capabilities – NATO Response Force transformation 
potential and building of the Chemical, Biological, Radiological and Nuclear Defence 
Battalion” by Jan Michal, Deputy Ambassador of Czech Republic to NATO  

 
• Q and A Session chaired by Vladimir Tretyakov, Ural State University Rector, and 

Consul of Czech Republic 
  
 
13:20-13:30   CLOSING SESSION (WRAP-UP) 

 
Closing remarks by John Colston, NATO Assistant Secretary General for 
Defence Policy and Planning 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
13:30 -14:15  LUNCH 
 

Description:  Stand up buffet lunch for Youth Forum participants  
Site:   Ural State University 
Host:   Consulate of the United Kingdom 

 
 



 
 
14:15-15:45  YOUTH FORUM 
 

Theme:  “How can we build effective cooperation and 
partnership within the framework of the NATO-
Russia Council?” 

Hosts:    Consuls of the United Kingdom and Czech Republic 
Site:    Ural State University, Lenin Avenue, 51  
Audience:   80 participants  
Moderators:   Tatyana Parkhalina, Centre for European Security, 

and Konstantin Eggert, BBC Russian Service  
 
 
PRESS OPPORTUNITY:     Interview with Tatyana Parkhalina and students 
 
 
ONLINE DEBATE (WEBSITE) 
 

Format:   Blog: www.natorussiarally.blogspot.com 
Supervisor:  Sergey Utkin, Association for Euro-Atlantic 

Cooperation  
Contributor:  Chris Donnelly, Senior Research Fellow, Defence 

Academy of the United Kingdom 
 
 
16:00-22:00   CULTURAL PROGRAMME 
 

• Romanov  Tour  
Time:   16:00-18:00 
Organiser:  the United Kingdom Consulate 

 
 

• Czech movie: “Kolya”  
Time:   16:30 
Site:   Ural State University, Lenin Avenue, 51 
Audience:  Open to public, students of Czech language are 

additionally invited  
 
 
18:00-20:00  CLOSING RECEPTION 
 

Description:  Reception at the Exhibition “Britain and Russia”, 
dedicated to cooperation between the two countries 
in World War II 

Hosts:    Embassy of the United Kingdom and British Council 
Site:    Museum of Photography 
Attendance:   Upon invitation 
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