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NATO and Russia reaffirm relations 
at anniversary 

Russian	President	Putin	said	NATO-Russia	relations	
have	“transferred	from	the	period	of	confrontation	to	
a	period	of	cooperation”,	following	a	special	meeting	
in	Moscow	to	celebrate	the	fifth	anniversary	of	the	
NATO-Russia	Council	(NRC),	26	June.

The	second	day	of	commemorative	events	included	
a	special	session	of	the	NATO-Russia	Council	in	
Moscow	with	Russian	Foreign	Minister	Sergey	
Lavrov	attending.

“The	Ambassadors	of	the	NATO-Russia	Council,	
reiterated	their	determination	to	use	the	NRC	as		
a	forum	for	frank	political	dialogue	and	deepening,	
mutually	beneficial	practical	cooperation	between	
NATO	and	Russia,”	a	statement	from	the		
meeting	declared.

Later	in	the	day,	NATO	Secretary	General	Jaap	de	
Hoop	Scheffer	met	with	Russian	President	Putin	at	
the	Kremlin,	to	discuss	some	of	the	key	issues	on	
the	NATO-Russia	agenda.	“There	is	no	alternative	
to	NATO-Russia	cooperation,”	De	Hoop	Scheffer	
stressed	following	the	meeting.

“We're	hoping	that	the	permanent	Russia-NATO	
dialogue	will	contribute	to	the	solution	of	all	
problems	for	the	sake	of	international	security,	and	

the	strengthening	of	peace	in	the	whole	world,”		
said	President	Putin,	noting	that	“of	course,	it	
implies	much	varied	work,	and	it	cannot	run	free		
of	problems.”

The	two	days	of	commemorative	events,	which	
began	on	25	June	in	St.	Petersburg,	celebrate	five	
years	of	the	NATO-Russia	Council,	established	
in	May	2002,	and	10	years	of	the	Founding	Act	
on	Mutual	Relations,	Cooperation	and	Security	
between	NATO	and	the	Russian	Federation,	signed	
in	May	1997.

The	events	included	the	launch	of	an	official		
NATO-Russia	Council	web	site	(www.nato-russia-
council.info).

The	celebration	also	provided	an	opportunity		
for	NATO	ambassadors	to	engage	in	public	
diplomacy	events.

“NATO-Russia	cooperation	is	not	just	about	
overcoming	the	legacy	of	the	past;	it	is	first	and	
foremost	about	building	a	more	secure	future,”	said	
the	NATO	Secretary	General	in	a	speech	on	the	first	
day	of	the	celebrations.

NATO-Russia commemoration 
begins in St. Petersburg 

A	special	NATO-Russia	seminar	in	St.	Petersburg,	
25	June,	kicked	off	a	two-day	commemoration	of		

NATO Secretary General Jaap de Hoop Scheffer 

meets President Vladimir Putin at the Kremlin  

on 26 June

NATO Secretary General Jaap de Hoop Scheffer 

opens a NATO-Russia seminar in St. Petersburg 

on 25 June
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the	five-year	anniversary	of	the	NATO-Russia	
Council	and	the	ten-year	anniversary	of	the	
NATO-Russia	partnership.

The	seminar	on	“Modern	Risks	and	Security	
Threats:	The	Role	of	the	NATO-Russia	Council”,	
was	attended	by	representatives	of	the	27	NATO-
Russia	Council	countries	and	chaired	by	the	
NATO	Secretary	General,	Jaap	de	Hoop	Scheffer.

“We	should	seek	to	meet	the	common	challenges	
before	us	through	cooperation,	rather	than	
through	confrontation,”	said	De	Hoop	Scheffer	in	
his	opening	remarks.

The	co-chairman	of	the	meeting,	the	President	of	
the	Federation	Council,	Sergey	Mironov,	stressed	
that	there	were	no	confrontational	tendencies	in	
Russia’s	relations	with	NATO.	He	also	added	that	
these	relations	are	a	subject	of	discussion	and	of	
interest	to	the	broad	public	opinion	in	Russia.

The	event	brought	together	NATO	representatives,	
Russian	government	officials,	academics	and	
journalists.	Participants	were	welcomed	to	the	
seminar	by	the	vice	governor	of	St.	Petersburg,	
Viktor	Lobko.

New Russian defence minister looks 
to cooperation with NATO 

A	meeting	of	the	NATO-Russia	Council	in	Brussels,	
14	June,	provided	an	opportunity	for	NATO	ministers	
to	hold	their	first	formal	discussions	with	the	new	
Russian	Defence	Minister,	Anatoly	Serdyukov.

He	said	that	Russia	was	looking	forward	to	
continuing	cooperation	with	NATO	on	joint	
projects,	including	combating	drug	trafficking	
from	Afghanistan,	counter-terrorism	in	the	
Mediterranean,	and	military	exercises.

“Minister	Serdyukov	confirmed	Russian	interest	
in	becoming	more	ambitious	in	our	defence	and	
military	cooperation	programme	and	the	Allies	want	
to	be	equally	ambitious,”	NATO	Secretary	General	
Jaap	de	Hoop	Scheffer	told	reporters.

The	meeting	also	provided	an	opportunity	for	
political	discussions	on	the	major	issues	on	the	
Euro-Atlantic	security	agenda,	including	missile	
defence	and	the	CFE	Treaty.

“You	would	not	have	expected	from	this	meeting	
that	all	outstanding	differences	of	opinion	have	now	
been	resolved,”	the	Secretary	General	said,	“But	
I	am	quite	satisfied	with	the	atmosphere	and	tone	
in	today’s	meeting,	we	need	professional	dialogue,	
we	need	civilized	debate	and	this	is	exactly	what	
we	had	today.”

De	Hoop	Scheffer	also	said	both	NATO	and	Russia	
agreed	there	was	scope	for	continuing	cooperation	
on	developing	a	theatre	missile	defence	system	to	
protect	troops	deployed	on	missions.

Russian Defence Minister Anatoly Serdyukov 

attends his first meeting of the NATO-Russia 

Council, at NATO Headquarters on 14 June
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Military Liaison Mission celebrates 
five years in Moscow 

A	reception	was	held	on	29	May	to	celebrate	the	
fifth	anniversary	of	the	opening	of	the	NATO	Military	
Liaison	Mission	(MLM)	in	Moscow.	

The	occasion	provided	an	opportunity	not	only	
to	reflect	on	the	achievements	of	the	MLM,	but	
also	to	mark	the	fifth	anniversary	of	the	NATO-
Russia	Council	and	the	tenth	anniversary	of	the	
NATO-Russia	Founding	Act	on	Mutual	Relations,	
Cooperation	and	Security.

The	MLM	is	located	on	the	premises	of	the	Belgian	
embassy,	so	the	reception	was	hosted	by	the	
Belgian	Ambassador,	H.E.	Vincent	Mertens	de	
Wilmars,	at	his	residence.	The	event	was	attended	
by	the	ambassadors	and	defence,	air	and	navy	
attachés	of	the	embassies	of	NATO	member	
countries,	Partner	countries	and	other	countries.	
Also	present	were	representatives	from	NATO	
Headquarters,	NATO’s	two	Strategic	Commands,	
the	NATO	Defense	College,	the	Russian	Ministry	of	
Defence	and	other	Russian	institutions,	as	well	as	
the	Russian	media.

The	MLM	was	opened	on	27	May	2002	by	Admiral	
Guido	Venturoni,	the	then	Chairman	of	the	NATO	
Military	Committee	and	Russia’s	1st	Deputy	Chief	of	
the	General	Staff	of	the	Armed	Forces	at	the	time,	
Colonel	General	Yuri	Baluyevskiy.

Russia ratifies Partnership for Peace 
Status of Forces Agreement

Russia	signed	the	Partnership	for	Peace	Status	of	
Forces	Agreement	(commonly	referred	to	as	the	PfP	
SOFA)	in	2004	and	it	was	ratified	by	the	Russian	
parliament	in	May	2007.	

The	PfP	SOFA	will	greatly	facilitate	further	
military-to-military	cooperation	and	other	practical	
cooperation	between	Russia	and	NATO	member	
states	and	other	Partner	countries.	In	particular,	it	
will	make	it	easier	to	deploy	forces	to	participate	in	
joint	operations	and	exercises.

It	should	also	pave	the	way	for	Russian	logistical	
support	to	the	NATO-led	International	Security	
Assistance	Force	in	Afghanistan.	In	particular,	it	will	
enable	a	framework	agreement	on	air	transport	to	
be	developed	between	NATO	and	Russia.

The staff of NATO’s Military Liaison Mission in 

Moscow gathers for a team photo

Russian military choir gives 
performance at NATO

Following a concert at the Palais des Beaux 
Arts in Brussels the previous evening, part 
of the Russian Army’s A.V. Alexandrov 
Academic Ensemble for Song and Dance 
gave a performance at NATO Headquarters 
on 22 May.
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NATO-Russia Council conference  
on terrorism

The	NATO-Russia	Council	(NRC)	held	a	
conference	focused	on	developing	effective	
cooperation	in	understanding	terrorist	tactics	
and	methodology,	on	17	and	18	May	in	Ankara,	
Turkey.	The	explosion	of	a	terrorist	bomb	in	the	
Turkish	capital	just	a	few	days	later	served	as	
a	stark	reminder	of	the	pertinence	of	continued	
need	for	international	cooperation	against		
this	threat.

The	fight	against	terrorism	is	a	key	priority	for	
practical	cooperation	under	the	NRC,	which	
agreed	an	Action	Plan	on	Terrorism	in	December	
2004	to	complement	efforts	underway	elsewhere	
in	the	international	community.	This	Action	Plan	
aims	at	enhancing	the	abilities	of	NRC	member	
states	to	act,	individually	and	jointly,	to	prevent	
terrorism,	combat	terrorist	activities	and	manage	
the	consequences	of	terrorist	acts.

The	conference	in	Ankara	focused	on	exploring	
possibilities	for	cooperation	in	four	key	areas:
•	 developing	an	exchange	of	information	on	

countering	ideological	support	for	terrorism;	
•	 examining	terrorists’	use	of	the	internet	for	

incitement,	recruitment	and	fund-raising;	
•	 initiating	an	NRC	information	exchange	on	

crisis-response	measures,	with	the	aim	of	
promoting	continued	informal	exchanges	of	
information	and	experience;	and	

•	 organising	a	workshop	toward	ensuring	effective	
coordination	among	local	and	national	crisis/
terrorist	responders.	

Discussions	were	informal	to	allow	for	an	open	
exchange	of	ideas	and	experience	among	
participants.	A	report	on	the	conference	and	its	
recommendations	will	be	discussed	in	the	NRC	
sub-bodies	that	deal	with	different	aspects	of	the	
fight	against	terrorism.

The	conference	was	organised	with	the	support	of	
Turkey's	Centre	for	Excellence	in	Defence	against	
Terrorism	and	the	George	C.	Marshall	European	
Center	for	Security	Studies.	The	event	followed	
up	on	an	earlier	conference	on	lessons	learned	
from	terrorist	attacks,	which	was	organised	by	the	

NRC	in	cooperation	with	the	Marshall	Center	in	
Ljubljana	in	2005.	

The	success	of	this	first	conference	led	to	the	
decision	to	combine	efforts	with	the	Marshall	
Center	again,	with	a	view	to	developing	more	
effective	policy	recommendations.	As	a	result,	the	
Ankara	conference	took	place	in	parallel	with	a	
separate	conference	organised	by	the	Marshall	
Center.	Many	of	the	NRC	event's	participants	also	
attended	this	conference,	which	focused	in	depth	
on	countering	ideological	support	for	terrorism.

NATO-Russia chiefs of defence meet 

The	Russian	Chief	of	Defence,	Army	General	
Yury	Baluyevskiy,	met	his	Allied	counterparts	for	
a	meeting	of	the	NATO-Russia	Council	(NRC)	at	
NATO	Headquarters	on	10	May.	They	reviewed	
progress	in	military	cooperation	between	NATO	
and	Russia,	and	had	an	open	and	informed	
exchange	of	views	on	US	missile	defence	plans	
and	on	the	Conventional	Forces	in	Europe		
(CFE)	Treaty.

“Our	discussion	today	focused	on	the	ways	
and	means	to	continue	building	on	our	mutually	
beneficial,	practical	military-to-military	cooperation	
activities	to	develop	interoperability,”	said	General	

The Russian Chief of Defence, Army General 

Yury Baluyevskiy, attends a meeting of the 

NATO-Russia Council, at NATO Headquarters  

on 10 May
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Raymond	Henault,	NATO's	Chairman	of	the	
Military	Committee,	after	the	meeting.	

The	chiefs	of	defence	expressed	their	commitment	
to	ongoing	cooperation	under	the	NRC	Military	Work	
Plan.	Agreed	annually,	this	Work	Plan	covers	a	wide	
range	of	activities,	including	exercise	and	training,	
theatre	missile	defence,	naval	cooperation,	search-
and-rescue	at	sea,	logistics	and	academic	contacts	
and	exchanges.	A	key	focus	of	cooperation	is	to	
improve	the	ability	of	Russian	and	NATO	forces	to	
work	together,	and	preparations	are	underway		
for	a	major	crisis-response	exercise	planned		
for	2009/2010.

In	particular,	the	chiefs	of	defence	expressed	
their	satisfaction	with	progress	achieved	in	
maritime	cooperation.	Since	December	2004,	joint	
pre-deployment	training	has	been	underway	to	
prepare	Russian	ships	to	support	Operation	Active	
Endeavour,	NATO’s	maritime	counter-terrorist	
operation	in	the	Mediterranean.	The	Russian	frigate	
RFS	Pitliviy	deployed	in	support	of	the	operation	in	
September	2006	and	another	ship	is	being	prepared	
for	deployment	later	this	year.

During	the	meeting,	General	Baluyevskiy	stated	
Russia's	position	on	the	US	missile	defence	
plans	and	on	the	CFE	Treaty.	“We	welcomed	the	
opportunity	to	continue	to	discuss	issues	of	common	
interest	with	a	view	to	better	appreciating	our	
respective	positions,”	said	General	Henault.	“It	was	
an	open	and	mature	dialogue.”

The	missile	defence	issue	has	been	the	subject	of	
several	discussions	in	the	NRC,	including	at	the	
meeting	of	foreign	ministers	on	26	April.	Russia	has	
fundamental	concerns	about	US	plans	to	build	radar	
and	missile	interceptor	sites	in	the	Czech	Republic	
and	Poland,	whereas	the	NATO	Allies	believe	that	
the	US	plans	can	in	no	way	upset	the	strategic	
balance.	While	there	continues	to	be	disagreement	
on	this	issue,	there	is	consensus	on	the	need	to	
continue	these	discussions	in	the	NRC	forum.

Regarding	the	CFE	Treaty,	the	Allied	chiefs	of	
defence	reiterated	their	commitment	to	the	treaty,	
which	they	regard	as	a	cornerstone	of	European	
security.	The	Allies	have	repeatedly	stated	their	
intention	to	ratify	the	Adapted	Treaty,	as	soon	as	
Russia	has	fulfilled	commitments	made	in	Istanbul	in	

1999	regarding	its	remaining	troops	and	equipment	
in	Georgia	and	Moldova.

NATO-Russia foreign ministers hold 
intensive discussions 

Practical	NATO-Russia	cooperation,	missile	
defence,	and	the	CFE	treaty	were	the	three	main	
issues	discussed	by	foreign	ministers	at	a	meeting	
of	the	NATO-Russia	Council	in	Oslo,	26	April.

First,	ministers	welcomed	the	practical	cooperation	
in	the	NATO-Russia	relationship,	noting	in	particular	
joint	work	on	countering	the	Afghan	narcotics	
challenge,	Operation	Active	Endeavour,	and	theatre	
missile	defence.

Second,	they	discussed	strategic	missile	defence,	
specifically	US	discussions	to	base	missile	facilities	
in	Europe.	It	was	clear	that,	while	the	26	NATO	
Allies	believe	that	these	US	plans	can	in	no	way	
upset	the	strategic	balance	in	Europe,	Russia	has	
fundamental	concerns.	There	was	a	consensus	
on	the	need	to	take	this	discussion	forward	in	the	
NATO-Russia	Council	in	the	future,	focusing	in	
particular	on	threat	assessment.

Finally,	Allies	expressed	profound	concerns	and	
disquiet	over	President	Putin's	announcement,	earlier	
in	the	day,	that	Russia	would	unilaterally	suspend	
its	adhesion	to	the	Treaty	on	Conventional	Armed	
Forces	in	Europe	(CFE).	NATO	Allies	have	always	
complied	fully	with	the	existing	and	adapted	CFE	
treaties,	and	hope	for	the	ratification	of	the	adapted	

NATO-Russia foreign ministers meet in Oslo, 

Norway, on 26 April
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Treaty	as	soon	as	Russia	fully	meets	its	Istanbul	
commitments	to	withdraw	personnel	and	equipment	
from	Georgia	and	Moldova.	Again,	this	issue	will	be	
further	discussed	in	the	NATO-Russia	Council.

NATO-Russia project for detecting 
“dirty bombs”

The	prototype	for	a	portable	device	for	the	
detection	of	hazardous	materials,	which	could	be	
used	to	make	a	so-called	“dirty	bomb”,	was	tested	
successfully	in	St.	Petersburg	in	April	2007.	

The	device	is	the	result	of	a	two-year	NATO-Russia	
Science	for	Peace	Project,	co-directed	by	Mr.	
C.J.	De	Ruiter	of	TNO	(Organisation	for	Applied	
Scientific	Research),	the	Netherlands	and		
Dr.	A.	Kuznetsov	of	the	Khlopin	Radium	Institute,		
St.	Petersburg,	Russia.	The	project’s	aim	was	
to	design	and	build	a	prototype	device	to	detect	
concealed	explosives,	radiological,	nuclear	and	
chemical	substances.

Named	SENNA,	the	device	could	have	a	
number	of	different	applications.	These	include	
improving	transport	security	by	on-site	analysis	of	
suspicious	containers	or	luggage;	protecting	critical	
infrastructure	or	public	buildings	by	on-site	detection	
at	facilities;	and	promoting	better	security	for	troops	
deployed	in	crisis-management	operations	by	
allowing	on-site	detection	in	the	field.

This	project	clearly	demonstrates	the	vital	work	of	
the	Science	for	Peace	and	Security	Programme	
in	developing	technologies	for	defence	against	
terrorism,	which	is	a	shared	objective	of	the	Allies	
and	Russia.

The	device	is	based	on	nanosecond	neutron	
analysis	technology	and	includes	a	compact	
neutron	generator	and	an	array	of	four	gamma-ray	
and	three	neutron	detectors.	It	is	a	multi-sensor	
–	this	means	that	when	the	neutron	generator	
is	off,	it	can	detect	and	identify	radioactive	and	
unshielded	nuclear	materials,	and	when	the	
neutron	generator	is	on,	it	becomes	a	detector	of	
explosives	and	chemical	substances,	as	well	as	of	
heavily	shielded	nuclear	materials.	

Due	to	the	high	penetrating	ability	of	neutrons	
and	high-energy	gamma	rays,	the	device	can	
“see”	through	barriers	and	detect	threat	materials	
located	inside	unattended	passenger	luggage,	
transport	containers,	etc.	The	device	is	position	
sensitive	–	not	only	can	it	detect	a	hazardous	
material,	it	can	also	show	its	location	inside	the	
inspected	object.

NRC experts attend French nuclear 
weapons accident response exercise 

NATO	and	Russian	experts	observed	a	French	
nuclear	weapon	accident	response	capabilities	
demonstration	exercise,	DENUX	07,	on	20	and		
21	March	2007.	

The	event	was	held	in	France,	at	the	military	
airfield	of	Avord,	as	part	of	the	NATO-Russia	
Council	(NRC)	work	programme.	

DENUX	07	simulated	a	scenario	in	which	a	
nuclear	weapon	convoy	was	involved	in	an	aircraft	
accident.	It	focused	on	safeguarding	weapon	
components	and	mitigating	any	consequences.	

A NATO-Russia project to develop a prototype 

for a portable device for the detection of 

hazardous materials is tested in April
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The	exercise	was	part	of	an	annual	series	
of	exercises,	which	practise	overall	crisis-
management	organisation,	test	the	emergency-
response	procedures	of	all	response	services	
concerned,	and	seek	to	ensure	the	safe	and	
efficient	management	of	any	possible	incidents	
involving	nuclear	weapons.	Defence	ministry	
organisations,	federal	and	regional	civilian	
agencies,	and	local	emergency	services	(police	
and	medical	personnel)	were	involved.	

About	60	civilian	and	military	experts	from	NATO	
countries,	Russia	and	NATO	Headquarters	
attended	the	exercise.	It	was	the	first	time	that	
Alliance	and	Russian	representatives	together	
observed	a	French	exercise	of	this	kind.

France	invited	the	NRC	Group	of	Nuclear	Experts	
to	attend	the	exercise,	which	is	the	fourth	in	a	
series	of	field	demonstrations	organised	by	NRC	
nuclear	powers.	Russia	held	the	first	exercise	in	
2004,	followed	by	United	Kingdom	in	2005	and	
the	United	States	in	2006.	

As	was	the	case	with	previous	demonstrations,	
the	attendance	of	representatives	of	NRC	
member	states	at	DENUX	07	served	to	enhance	
practical	cooperation	and	common	understanding	
of	nuclear	weapon	accident	response	procedures	
between	NATO	and	Russia.	This	underscores	the	
value	of	the	NRC	as	a	forum	for	consultation	and	
exchange	of	information	of	significant	substance.

Good progress in NATO-Russia 
counter-narcotics training initiative

The	NATO-Russia	Council	(NRC)	Pilot	Project	for	
Counter-Narcotics	Training	of	Afghan	and	Central	
Asian	Personnel	is	set	to	make	further	progress	in	
2007,	building	on	a	good	start	last	year.	

Additional	funding	has	been	secured,	further	
courses	are	planned	in	Russia,	and	more	mobile	
training	teams	will	travel	to	the	region	to	conduct	
additional	training.	To	date,	120	officers	from	the	
region	have	been	trained	under	the	initiative	–	about	
350	officers	in	total	are	expected	to	be	trained	by	
the	end	of	the	pilot	phase.

Tackling	the	trafficking	in	narcotics	from	Afghanistan,	
which	is	estimated	to	produce	90	per	cent	of	the	
world’s	output	of	opium,	is	a	major	challenge	for	
the	international	community:	Afghan	narcotics	
industry	and	trade	pose	serious	security	threats	
though	their	linkage	to	organised	crime	and	the	
financing	of	terrorism.	In	addition,	use	of	narcotics	
and	psychotropic	substances	poses	tremendous	
social	and	health	problems	which	transcend	national	
boundaries	and	undermine	human	society	at	a	
global	scale.

NRC	foreign	ministers	agreed	to	launch	the	Pilot	
Project	for	Counter-Narcotics	Training	of	Afghan	and	
Central	Asian	Personnel	in	December	2005.	Its	aim	
is	to	contribute	to	other	international	efforts	aimed	
at	fostering	security	in	and	around	Afghanistan	by	
helping	address	the	threats	posed	by	the	trafficking	
in	narcotics.	The	initiative	seeks	to	build	local	
capacity	and	to	promote	regional	networking	and	
cooperation	by	sharing	the	combined	expertise	of	
NRC	member	states	with	mid-level	officers	from	
Afghanistan,	Kazakhstan,	the	Kyrgyz	Republic,	
Tajikistan,	Turkmenistan,	and	Uzbekistan.	The	
United	Nations	Office	for	Drugs	and	Crime	(UNODC)	
acts	as	the	Pilot	Project’s	executive	agent.

An	Executive	Steering	Committee,	which	consists	
of	representatives	of	the	donor	nations	participating	
in	the	Pilot	Project,	meets	on	a	regular	basis,	to	
assess	progress	and	review	on-going	preparations	
for	the	training	courses	envisioned	in	2007.	The	
Committee	also	meets	in	a	reinforced	format,	
with	representatives	of	the	UNODC,	as	well	as	

A nuclear weapon accident response exercise 

takes place in France in March
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with	high-level	representatives	of	the	beneficiary	
countries,	to	ensure	that	their	specific	training	needs	
are	adequately	addressed	by	the	NRC	training	
envisioned	in	the	Pilot	Project.	The	first	meeting		
of	this	kind	was	held	in	November	2006	in		
Tashkent,	Uzbekistan.	

Thanks	to	important	new	contributions	from	Canada,	
Greece,	Luxembourg,	and	the	United	States,	the	
overall	budget	objective	of	US$927,400	has	now	
been	reached	and	the	Pilot	Project	is	fully	funded.	
Last	year,	significant	financial	donations	were	made	
by	the	United	States,	the	Netherlands	and	Norway.	

A	number	of	NRC	countries	are	supporting	the	
project	through	in-kind	contributions.	Russia	and	
Turkey	hosted	five	training	courses	for	officers	from	
Afghanistan	and	Central	Asian	countries	in	2006.	
This	year,	Russia	will	host	additional	four	courses	
at	its	Domodedovo	Centre.	The	first	mobile	training	
course	was	conducted	in	Dushanbe,	Tajikistan	in	
December	2006	with	the	support	of	five	instructors	
from	the	United	States	Drug	Enforcement	
Administration,	two	from	the	Russian	Ministry	of	the	
Interior	and	one	from	the	Greek	Ministry	of	Public	
Order.	The	United	Kingdom	provided	the	venue	
and	other	aspects	relevant	to	the	organisation	of	
the	mobile	training.	In	2007,	five	additional	mobile	
training	courses	are	due	to	take	place	in	the	Kyrgyz	
Republic,	Uzbekistan,	Kazakhstan,	Turkmenistan	
and	Afghanistan.

The	two-to-three	week	training	courses	focus	on	
the	theory	and	practice	of	key	counter-narcotics	
strategies	and	techniques	such	as	interdiction,	
search	and	seizure,	interviewing,	surveillance	and	
intelligence.	To	maximise	the	impact	of	the	initiative,	
course	participants	are	expected	to	pass	along	the	
skills	acquired	to	their	peers	and	personnel	under	
their	command.	The	NRC	and	the	UNODC	monitor	
jointly	with	the	beneficiary	countries'	authorities	the	
process	of	professional	reintegration	of	the	trained	
officers	into	their	home	agencies	upon	completion	of	
their	NRC	training.

NATO-Russia Resettlement Centre: 
5th anniversary

Five	years	after	its	official	opening	on	21	March	
2002,	a	new	contract	has	been	signed	for	the	

NATO-Russia	Resettlement	Centre,	which	is	
financed	under	the	NATO-Russia	Council	(NRC).

In	2007,	the	Centre	will	continue	its	activities	in	
retraining	and	helping	retired	military	personnel	
transition	to	the	civilian	sector.	A	contract	covering	
the	Centre's	activities	until	February	2008	was	
signed	on	28	February	by	NATO,	the	Russian	
Ministry	of	Defence	and	the	Russian	State	Social	
University.	Plans	include	16	professional	retraining	
courses,	five	short	retraining	courses,	and	three	
conferences	on	retraining	and	reconversion	which	
will	be	held	in	12	different	locations.	

In	2007,	for	the	first	time,	two	English-language	
courses	and	two	management	courses	for	small	and	
medium-sized	enterprises	will	be	organised.	This	
follows	up	on	a	decision	by	NRC	foreign	ministers	
at	their	meeting	in	April	2006	that	the	Centre	should	
focus	more	on	supporting	retrained	former	military	
personnel	in	establishing	small	and	medium-sized	
businesses	and	on	language	training.

It	is	expected	that	in	the	coming	year,	at	least	
another	325	discharged	military	will	be	retrained	
(so	far,	some	1	500	have	been	retrained	since	
the	Centre	started	operating)	and	75	resettlement	
specialists	will	be	trained	(adding	to	the	600	that	
have	been	trained	to	date).

When	it	first	opened,	following	the	signature	of	a	
memorandum	of	understanding	between	NATO	
and	the	Russian	Ministry	of	Defence	in	June	2001,	
the	Centre	operated	only	in	Moscow.	It	organised	
short	courses	for	retraining	specialists,	provided	
information	for	discharged	military	personnel	and	
created	a	web	site	to	provide	relevant	information	
on	resettlement.	

In	2003,	the	Centre	opened	six	regional	branch	
offices	in	Kaliningrad,	St.	Petersburg,	Yaroslavl,	
Perm,	Rostov/Don	and	Novosibirsk,	as	well	as	
expanding	its	activities	to	offer	longer	(500	hour)	
professional	courses	for	trainees.	A	job	placement	
unit	was	added	to	the	Centre	in	2004,	which	has	so	
far	helped	find	civilian	jobs	for	725	former	military	
personnel.	Over	the	years,	the	Centre	and	its	
regional	branch	offices	have	responded	to	some	
150	000	consultations	–	17	000	were	face-to-face	
consultations,	the	rest	were	through	the	web	site	
(www.centre.russia-nato.info).
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The	concrete	achievements	of	the	Centre	over		
the	past	five	years	underscore	the	value	of	the	
NRC	as	a	forum	for	consultation	as	well	as	
practical	cooperation.

High-level talks focus on enhancing 
NATO-Russia defence cooperation

Defence	and	military	experts	from	NATO	member	
countries	and	Russia	met	in	Vilnius	on	28	February	
to	share	views	on	opportunities	and	challenges	in	
deepening	NATO-Russia	defence	cooperation,	in	
particular	in	enhancing	the	ability	of	Russian	and	
NATO	forces	to	work	together	in	military	operations.	

Meeting	under	the	auspices	of	the	NATO-Russia	
Council	(NRC)	Working	Group	on	Defence	Reform	
and	Cooperation,	high-level	representatives	
engaged	in	wide-ranging	discussion	on	NATO	
transformation	and	Russian	military	reform,	on	steps	
to	ensure	transparency	and	enhanced	cooperation	
as	the	two	processes	unfold,	and	ways	to	develop	
longer-term	perspectives	on	NRC	defence	and	
military	cooperation.

The	theme	of	the	seminar	and	high-level	meeting	
was	“Enhancing	the	Partnership:	NATO’s	
Transformation,	Russian	Military	Reform,	and	the	
Future	of	NATO-Russia	Defence	Cooperation.”	
This	agenda	reflected	the	importance	NRC	
defence	and	foreign	ministers	place	on	practical	
aspects	of	the	partnership	including	developing	
interoperability	–	the	ability	of	the	military	forces	
of	NATO	nations	and	Russia	to	work	together	in	
military	operations	–	and	on	turning	the	theory	of	
defence	cooperation	into	practice.

The	meeting	was	organised	in	recognition	of	
the	critical	importance	of	cooperation	between	
NRC	nations	today	as	they	face	common	
security	challenges	–	and	common	priorities	and	
opportunities	as	well	–	and	in	recognition	of	the	
need	to	work	closely	together	to	build	understanding	
and	address	misunderstanding.	To	that	end,	the	
discussion	touched	on	topics	including	developing	
defence	cooperation,	transparent	approaches	
to	future	planning	and	defence	budgets,	and	
developing	standards	to	enable	militaries	to		
operate	together.

Issues	highlighted	in	the	meeting	for	further	
development	by	the	Working	Group	on	Defence	
Reform	and	Cooperation	include	strategic	
objectives,	political-military	support	and	resource	
commitments	for	military	interoperability	efforts,	
enhanced	defence	planning	transparency,	and	
development	of	joint	capabilities.

The	discussion	was	intended	to	complement	an	
increasingly	substantial	programme	of	practical	
military	cooperation,	involving	training,	exercises,	
and	operations.	Most	recently,	operational	
cooperation	included	the	contribution	last	year	of	a	
Russian	Navy	ship	to	Operation	Active	Endeavour	
–	NATO’s	maritime	surveillance	operation	in	the	
Mediterranean	–	the	first	such	contribution	from	a	
non-NATO	nation,	and	one	expected	to	be	repeated	
later	this	year.

Defence	cooperation	has	been	a	productive	and	
constructive	part	of	joint	activity	in	the	last	five	
years	with	NRC	nations	sharing	experiences	on	
the	modernisation	and	management	of	their	armed	
forces,	supporting	programmes	to	assist	in	the	
resettlement	of	military	personnel,	developing	
education	programmes	for	military	officers	in	
Moscow	and	at	the	NATO	Defense	College	in	
Rome,	and	developing	political	guidance	for	the	
interoperability	of	the	forces	of	NRC	nations.

Winter Academy in Yekaterinburg 

The	Ural	State	University	in	Yekaterinburg	was	the	
venue	for	a	lively	and	remarkable	discussion	on	key	

Students take part in lively discussions of 

security issues at the Ural State University in 

Yekaterinburg, in February
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security	issues,	when	it	hosted	the	annual	Winter	
Academy	during	the	last	week	in	February.	

The	event	brought	together	high-ranking	officials	
from	NATO	and	Russia,	foreign	diplomats	and	
international	experts	for	discussions	with	more	than	
50	students,	including	post-graduates	and	young	
scholars	from	several	cities	in	Russia	as	well	as	
from	other	CIS	countries.

The	Winter	Academy,	organised	in	cooperation	
with	the	Centre	for	European	Security,	is	one	of	
the	major	public	diplomacy	activities	sponsored	
by	the	NATO	Information	Office	in	Russia.	This	
year,	it	focused	on	the	theme	“NATO	in	Action:	
Transformation	and	Operations”.	

During	the	various	sessions	of	the	conference,	
several	important	aspects	of	this	theme	were	
discussed,	such	as	the	“Political	and	Military	
Transformation	of	the	Alliance”,	”NATO’s	Operations	
and	Capabilities”,	“The	Balkans:	International	
Engagement	and	NATO’s	Lessons	Learned”,	and	
“Peacekeeping	Operation	in	Afghanistan	and	NATO-
Russia	Council	Cooperation”.	

The	Academy	students	were	presented	with	a	
wide	spectrum	of	views,	ranging	from	the	official	
position	of	NATO,	Russia	and	Allied	countries	to	an	
independent	analysis	made	by	Russian	and	foreign	
experts,	many	of	which	were	present	throughout	
the	event.	This	variety	of	opinions	created	an	ideal	
ground	for	discussion	and	gave	the	audience	a	
unique	opportunity	to	put	interesting	and	sometimes	
challenging	questions	to	the	speakers	and	to	
express	their	own	views.	

Last	but	not	least,	a	significant	part	of	the	Winter	
Academy	program	was	dedicated	to	workshops	and	
role-playing	games.	These	helped	the	participants	
develop	their	skills	for	a	comprehensive	study		
and	analysis	of	the	current	processes	within	the	
Alliance	as	well	as	to	understand	the	importance		
of	NATO-Russia	relations	in	the	international	
security	environment.

NATO-Russia defence ministers meet 
in Seville 

Russian	and	Allied	defence	ministers	gathered	for	an	
informal	meeting	of	the	NATO-Russia	Council	(NRC)	
in	Seville,	Spain,	on	9	February.	

They	discussed	international	security	issues	of	
mutual	interest	as	well	as	the	status	of	NATO-Russia	
defence	and	military	cooperation	and	prospects	for	
further	deepening	work	in	this	area.	The	meeting	also	
provided	an	opportunity	to	exchange	views	on	key	
issues	including	missile	defence,	Iraq,	and	Kosovo.	

Reviewing	ongoing	work	under	the	NRC,	ministers	
expressed	general	satisfaction	with	achievements	in	
key	areas	including	the	counter-narcotics	training	pilot	
project	for	personnel	from	Afghanistan	and	Central	
Asian	countries,	the	Cooperative	Airspace	Initiative,	
NATO-Russia	cooperation	in	theatre-missile	defence,	
and	defence	reform.	They	also	highlighted	the	
importance	of	NRC	cooperation	in	the	fight	against	
terrorism	including	Russian	support	for	Operation	
Active	Endeavour	(OAE),	NATO's	maritime	counter-
terrorist	operation	in	the	Mediterranean.	Russia	
became	the	first	non-NATO	nation	to	contribute	forces	
to	OAE	in	2005	when	the	Black	Sea	Fleet	Frigate	
Pitliviy	deployed	with	NATO	ships	in	September	2006.	
Minister	Sergey	Ivanov	announced	plans	for	a	second	
Russian	contribution	to	OAE	later	this	year	for	which	
preparations	will	get	underway	shortly.

The then Russian Defence Minister Sergey 

Ivanov attends an informal meeting with his 

Allied counterparts in Seville, Spain, on  

9 February
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NATO Handbook

A	reference	publication,	
covering	current	policies	and	
structures	of	NATO,	revised	
and	published	in	2006.

NATO-Russia:  
a pragmatic partnership

A	brochure	briefly	outlining		
the	evolution	of	NATO’s	
relations	with	Russia	and	
cooperation	under	the		
NATO-Russia	Council.	
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