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Mr. Chairman,

Today, wekénter into the final phase of
our study on the future of the glliance.
Let me first, in a few words, recpitulate our
present position. |

On Decenber 16th of last year, the 15

' Ministers decided that the Council would under-

take "to study the future tasks which face <the
Alliance... in ordexr to strengthen the Alliance
as a factor for a durable peace." ghe‘Minister-
ial Resolution provided that, "“in carrying out
this study at a high political level", the
Council would "utilize the most appropriate
possible procedureé for fulfilling its mandate".
Accordingly, the Permanent Council constituted,
in February, "an open-ended Speéial Group of
Representatives designated by governments," which |
was commissioned +to0 make a.fsz? report foxr the
Ministerial December meeting. In its turn, the
Special Group established four sub groups, and
five lMember governments nominated rapporteurs,
who were invited to prepare reports on specific

closely consult with their respective sub groups, f
but they would draft their reports exclusively b
on their own, personal responsxblllty. Last
month, the rapporteurs completed their reports,
which have now been submitted for discussion

in our Special Group. '

We are. now here - as I said - %o vegin

with the final, and most important part of
our task. ,That‘isgfto~prepare a report for

" = the next -
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the next Ministerial meeting - thereby
© taking full account of the Minisierial
Resolutlon, and starting from the reporks

by the 5 rapporteurs, Z/Y/&/I.,&.? /’M P (S /x/

I shall limit myself today, however,
Yo some preliminary coumments, in which our
views will be given on the most salient
features thet=ersmosilyoi—an—institwtionads -
cheractem I trust that thers shall be R
further opportunities to examine the contents
of these chalienging papers in greater detail.
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I should like to start out with telling
you that my government see this study on the
- future tasks of NATO as a renewed effort to
~arrive at an accelerated modernization and a
further improvement of political collaboration
in the framework of our Alliance. In saying
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E_ this, it is not in any way my intention to
Q' detract from The preeminence of our all
< important collective defense effort, on which
g the stability in Europe, and hé%e,'ogg frgedom' |
~ ,64£u**~‘th““ [ - and independence, are based. 7 o A ol frtann
E e U U o The Nethe?lands Government believe that the
- el Lo Lo V9 report, which the Special Group will have to
2 .“""""’ (F 4 draft for the Council, should, in accordance
g .““""7 2 with its terms of reference, open with s
ha Hore"t short history of the events that led to the

creation of NATO followed by & summery of its
development since then, In our opinion, this
part of our report can be based on the lucid

resumé and analysis which Monsieur Spaak gave
'., L in his paper.

Monsieur Spaak has given -eloquent expression
t0 a concept that underlies explicitly or
implicitly all four reports. It is that the
Alliance should more than before be used .as a

- ¢learing -
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clearing house for the examination and
discussion of new ideas arising in the
various capitals. To attain this goal
we, of course, depend on the readiness

" of the allies to submit and discuss -

at an early étage and whenever -possible -
intentions and initiatives directed
towards furthering Western security and

. detente between_East and West.

" arms control and disarmament. 457%

- the same time disprove allegations shat the

increased cooperation in milifary research

_Buropean members would benefit from such R

Monsieur Spaak's remarks concerning.

- the p0331bllit1es that are open to Europe,
provided it sets itself to achleve a greater
cohesion, meet with our complete: agreement.

As you know, my government share his belief
that to arrive at this greater cohesion the

‘accession of other European countries to the
European Communities is an essential condition.

As we think that all mattersof importance
in particular those regarding peace and -

‘security should be submitted to our allies,
it follows that we welcome Mr. Kohler's
suggestion for a high level commititee on

The creation of such a body would at

West is neither equipped nor prepared to
‘study these questioas seriously.
We also agree with Mr. Kohler that

and production is desirable. To this end,
more often than before organisaﬁions for
Jjoint production should be set up within
the frameworlk of the Alliance., ZEspecially

joint ventures. -
We would like to support tha proposal:
in the interesting report of Mr Waitson and

- Mr Schitz. =
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Mr Schiitz{to create — and I quote - "a
special body, responsible to the North
Atlantic Council,;)to study on a convinuing
‘basis all substantial issues.....related 1o
a general settlement in BEurope, European
security and procedural approacheq'to Eaét—

' West negociatiorms.in this field."

We think that this body - in close '
copperation with the Committee on disarmament
and arms control - should cover all aspects
of East-West relations. ’

Apart from a continuous exchange of
views on major problems like the German

- question - keeping in mind the quadripartite

responsibilities —k%% should aim at further
improving consultatiqn on and harmonisation
of our respective bilateral activities direct-
ed toward\détente.. .

Referring %o the rather aifeP cult subject -

ny comp%j?ggz Gfggggé/Patijn has treated in
' ,hié/gé : alancedéégéort "On Developments in

Regions outside the FATO sreay - I would like
to read out to-youy the paper PWaAt has been

'circulatsgqon thi elegatién's request.
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, These were my preliminary remarks, in
which I only touched upon the most important
and substantially institutional aspects of the
studies before us. Going into greater detail

‘would need further collective study and dis-

cussion of the material at our disposition..

- We are ready end willing to engage in thess

studies and discpssions'at any moment this
Special Group or at a later stage the Council
might think opportuns. B




