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INTRODUCTION 

The governments of the fifteen nations of Allianoe hava 
felt it useful and ~esirable' to take stnck of the state of the 

AlI,lance in the world today - 50 diff'erent trom that of the 
time of creation of the Allianoeo They have done 50 especially 
through a series @f etudies Inltiated by the Foreign Minister 
of Belgium p Mo Pierre Harmelo They have furthermore felt it 
ta be useful that the public should be acquàlnted with their 
evaluation of main features of the present international 51= 

tuation and their vicws on the tasks of the Alliance-in a 
changing worldo 

The Atlantic Alliance was created after ali hopes of 

e, eecur:i.ng adequate protection through the UniteëNations had 
bean abandonedo Faced with developments in Eastern Euro~e the 
countx-ies of Western Europe and the contir.ent of North 1-. erica 
X"ecognized the -need of jointng forces in (,.cdeI' 'Go protect their 

, . 
freedorn and cornmon heri tage.. They pron.lsed each other mutual 

assistance in the case of attack from outside on the independ= 
enee and territorial integrity of the North Avlanl;ic Areao It 

was their hope and aim that a defensive coo~eration of this 
klnd would d~ter any potential aggressor and thereby serve the 
cause of peacee This aim Is still valido No single step or 
decision ever taken b,y or withln the Allianc6 has ever been of 

~. an aggresslve natureo The Alliance and its members have once 
and for ever renounced the use of force for anythlng but de= 

fensive purposeSe 

The Alliance is the collective expression of a comrnon 
desire to promote constructive cooperation among member atateso 
It ls based on shared values broader than the necessi~y for 
cornmon defence .. 

The Atlantic Alliance ia not static~ It 15 a living 
o.'ganism 0 Ovez- the years the Alliance has been constantly 
evolving in response te changes in the w?rld surrounding USe 

NATO of tOday is proving its v1tality in continuing 
~o adapt itself and to react to changes inside and outside th~ 

Alliance» and in particular in East=West rel~t1onsê', ", 
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THE CHANGING WOHLD 

The world ln whloh we l1ve today 1s very d1fferent from 
that of the imrnedlate post-war period when NATO was created .. 

The en;ergence of the many new states~ whlch do not wlsh 
to become involved in the East-West confl1ct~ and the problems 

" .: 

of developing countries have changed the pattern of the world 
politics. 

While production figures and standards of living have 
rls3n to unparallelled heights in the industrialized countries 9 

two tfilrds of the human race continue to live in poverty and 
misery. The gap betw~en the more and the less developed countrles, 
is wideningo As long as this is the case the prospects for 
peace will be uncertai~. 

In OUi' view the fignt agalnst ignorance and poverty 
should be a common task of aIl industriallzed countries~ ir­
respective of id~o,logical orientatior: and political anchorage .. 
This is the greatest problem of our genera'c:.on. 

In the field of East-West rel.ations, a climate :"~ growing 
contact and understanding has developed and ::,,- still d€;veJ.. )ping. 
The cO"1cept of the cold war is losing ::"··~levance to our poL_cies., 
L ;2 a~ RI 4).1';1"'UW \~p 1 ",,~%JII~r "'::;; "$l"''''''-~~~ 

The foca.l points of International cr~sis a:-:.à conflicts ha\" ~ 
moved from the industrializad world to the. d.eVf>~: -.,jLîg coun-vries 0 

. The existence of NATO fias contributed materially to the 
consolidation of politi~a~ stability which has been achieved 
in Europe .. 

Beyond ~eterrence~ NATO has always aimed at détente .. 
In a broader context~ the existing alliance systems - including 
NATO and the Warsaw Pact - are elements of the politicalpattern 
in the wo"t'ld~ which at this stage contr:'''c_'üe 'Cowards makihg 
international politlcs more stable. In the climate of security 
created by alliances, member countries feel more free to pursue 
individually pollcies of détente. The continued existence of . 
~ATO and the Warsaw Paot Is therefore still a neoessary condi­
tion of'a reaiist10 oontinuation of present efforts towards 

:~~ther relaxation of tensions. 

~------ ------
~ 
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Underlying the process of détente are certain decisive 
First among these is the thermo-nuclear perspective. In 

the 11ght of thls perspective there is a common interest be­
tween East and West ~navoiding war - not only a major war but 
also local conflicts involving the risk of escalatlon and sup~r­
power confrontation - and in limlting the dangerous arms race .. 
In spite of' differences of raée, religion, ideology, and national 
interests aIl manklnd has a deep common interest in strengthening 
the possibil~ties of peace. 

In the changing world of today the traditional ide~lo­
gical factor 15 of diminishing importance in East-West relations. 
The emotional reactions characteristic of the co Id war are glving 
way to more sober attitudes - against the background of the nu-

~ clear situation but also because of the emergence of a new gene­
"ration with n~ sense of personal invoivement in the evcnts of 

the cold war .. 
The concept of peacefu~ Cv -ex::~ste.· .:;~ accep-Yed b't the 

Soviet leaders corresponds to the basLo fac~~ Df tha 5trQ~eSiC 
situation.. It ls also a decisive condition for the succeSS )f 
the greÇl.t reforms now L..~.é..er· W.9'! .(_n SO\l\ et industry and agri, 11-
ture.. We therefore assume that, in spi. te, of certain !lropa5a~1.da 
statements Soviet ~.eaders are, il>. terrr.s of !)rac';ical poli tlcs, 
guided by normal pragmatlO cons::..:'1.erat:!.~ns. 

Althoué,:. the po:'lt"\cal .. :""ld military thr'eat against 

tt Western Europe has receàed the fact remains that the central 
\ political problems underlying East-West tensions - including 

\ particularly ~he German problem - have not been resolved. So 
\ 

\\ \\. long as this ls the case the international situation will still 
hold dangerous potential risks of conflict. 

\ 

t 

t 

l 
1· 

1 
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PRESENT AND FUTURE TASKS OF THE ALLIANCE 

Security for the members of NATO rests ~n two pillars. 
F1rst" 'Che maintenanoe ôr adequate strength and pol1t1oa1 so11-
darity to deter aggr9ssion and other forms of pr~ssureQ Second, 
realistic measures to redu~e tension and the risk of conflicts, 
including arms control and disarmament measures. 

Until a world-wide security system can be achieved, 
countries with the same cultural and political background will 
cooperate in order to safeguard their pea.ce and security. It 
is ,difficult to imagine, under the present international condi­
tions, that it t'muId rurther the cause or peace and prOltlote 
détente if the two organizational security frames in the East 
and in the West suddenly were to raIl apar~- Ov: the contrary, 
there are good reasons to believe that thL::i ,·~.)uia. c""eate an un­
stable situatlon, characterized' by uncertainty anà .. ;-,::, ocour­
rence of new centres or trouble and ·~_1r.:'s·.:, _ ~ne p:&"eS81.v )alance 
of strength between E~st anà West p~v~iaes a basis Lrom which 
it ls possible to Y;'Jrk fe:- greater understanding. Theret'ore 
the Atlantic Alliance continues to be the necessary and userul 
t'ramework ror the security policies of member cour.tries. 

However, NATO is not an end' _r. : 'Cs·,' - -. b",t a ;n.3ans (Jr 
creating a c11mate or security in whl.c,: .. a ;;-Jl.i(;y of détente can 
be carrieâ out. Against the background or C'.lrrent changes, in 
the inter::.ô: (..:"s.:~ situation, the governments ·)f the countries . 
of theA ..... .l.iance believE: that new opportunities are openingup 
t'or concrete steps aimed at increasing confidence in Easi;-West 
relations. A.Jcordirigi·" they are prepared to discuss with the 
Soviet Union and its allies aIl realistic ideas and proposaIs 
to this 

without waiting t'or agreement on more comprehensive 
measures, certa!~ steps could be taken in the near future in the 
ri;~d or arms Gontrol.-· Among the possibilities which snould be 
d:. .:ussed are agreements renouncing the use of force, balanced 
reductions or 'redeploymentsofarmed'forceb on both sides and 
the establishment of military liaison missions and observation 

:)sts .. 

\ 
" ( 
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Progress with regard to suoh speoit~o measures will oon­
tribute to oreating oonditions in whioh a lasting settlement 
of the ·l'ema:t.n:t.ng European seouri ty· problema will beoome possible. 
In pal'tioular, suoh Ho settlement must oompr:t.se a solution 01' the 
German problem in th~ oont~xt 01' the broader seourity aspeots 
of.~urope. Ult:t.mately, this oould take the torm of a oomprehen­
sive European seour1ty system replaoing the present all1anoes. 

In oarry1ng oùt the pol1oy 01' d'tente member Gountr1es 
benef1t from the exohange 01' 1deas and views whioh takes plaoe 
w1th1n NATO and wh10h should be expanded. 

A reasonable balanoe 01' 1nterests and respons1b1li ~,!es 
w1th1n the Allianoe will always be a prerequisite tor oommpn 
efforts. \ The establishment of suoh a balanoe ie theret~re 01' 

const'an~ oonoern to 'all member oountr1es. 
'e lnterosts of member oountries oan be ser10usly l.1'teoted 

by develc'/pments outsiàe the Treaty aroa. However, through support 
of the United Nat'ions NATO oountriEls oontribute to th~ maintenanoe 
of international peaoe and seourity and to the solution of im­
portant international problems. 

To work for meaningtul and etfeotive o~operation between 
East and West 1e a1so to work tor a world in whioh detenoe ~lli­
anoes are: no longer requl.red. The lona-range task 01' providing 
a peaoe~ul world has lost neither ln importanoe nor in urgenoy. 
The young genera.tions. have a right to see an e:ld to the period 
of sterile Qonfrontations whioh for so long persisted between 
East and West. The tasks and objeotives 01' the Allianoe point 
towar'd an era '1Ihere our s01entit10 and teohn1oal skllla and our 
t1nano1al and mater1al resouroes oan be used tor peacetul ~ro­
gress and development ot al1 nations. 


