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NATO SECRET 

Dear Colleague: 

UNITED STATES DELEGATION 

TO THE @i!J 
NORTH ATLANTIC COUNel )l.9)~ 0 

OT 

PLACE DU MARECHAL DE LATTRE DE TASSIGNY 

PARIS XVI~_FRANCE 

April 17.11 1967 

Mro Jeffrey Kitchen.ll Acting Rapporteur of Sub­

Group 3 on the Future Tasks of the Altiance.ll 1s 

circulating the attached preliminary outline as 

;8. basis for discussions on April 18 e 1 would 

apprec1ate it if you would bring 1t to the atten= 

~ tion of your representative on Sub-Group 3 as 

soon as possibleo 

,e 
AttacbQlent~ 

Preli.inary Outline 

Sincerely.ll 

NATO SECRET 
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.,) SECRET 

FUTURE TASKS OF ,THE ALLIANCE 
SUlB-ORO up ' 3 

April 17~ 1967 

Overall objectives of the study on the Future Tasks of the 
AllIance.· The loverall objectives of the Future of the Alliance 

r $tuëly àFe ~ ,. 

AD To analyze the political avents sinee the Tre~ty was 
signed g 

, ' 

B. Ta reàssess the role of NATO in the c~rrent setting, ând 

CD Tb describe the major Future Tasks of the Alliance and 
the procedures for fulfl11in~ tbem. 

i " 
i 

Particular emphasis is to be placed on improving consultation 
within th~ Alliance.Tbe Study itself 1s envis1o~ed ,as a form 
of cOnsultation. 

'the principal objective of the first phase of the Study, i~ to. 
, :tay the essènttal groundwork for the assessment of the Futurê 
'fasks of:, th, JUliânce c , ' 

With re,spèct to the defensivepoliey of the Alliance, it May be 
~seful'to b~gin wlth a eoncisé ~eview of the gener.l military 
"ituàt1on'~!$. it existed when ~ATO was founded, and,the PQli~1~S 
lh.t ,!er~',aopted for NATO Def,ense atthat: time and to compare, 
t~e$e.!iJ:h ~lle présent militarr situa~ion a:(,1d the polieies ~h.t 
iÎeem ril~v~Ult today 0 This may help us to examine the present 

., f \ " ' 

in bètter p~rspectlve and ~ssess the Future Tasks of the Al~iance 
1I0re realistically. \ 

e $cope' of tt,e study on general defensive polier of t:pe A,1Iiance 

''there 2ppear$to be general agreement among the members of the 
~péeial Group that tAlia Study of the Defensive Poliey of the 
411iancesbould foous on the politieal aspects of milltary ques­
tions. While it 18 not possible ta separate entirely the 
_ilitlry frdm the political aspects of NATO policy, it seems 
èlear th~t t~is 'Study should not attempt ta deal wi th force 
wequlrements or the strategie concept for NATO Defense which ~re 
eurrently being revlewed ln other bodies of the Alliance o (Solle of tbemajorrel!ilted Defense activities DOW being undertaken 
~lsewhere in NATO are enu:mer~ted in, the attachment 0) On the other 

SECRET 
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, ", SECRET 

= 2 ~ 

~dp it does seem important that this Study rev1ew in the main 
o~tlines of the current politico-military situatloD 9 and examine 
some of the major postulatea which underlie the military strategy 
of the Alliance Q It also should consld~r prospects for arme con­
trol measures, and their rel!":ltionship ta European seeurity. We 
see a major focus of thl~ study of defens1ve poliey being an 
examination of the role that an integrated military force p~ays 
in furthering ,the wide range of politieal objectives of NATO. 

~uggested outline of the study 

A. Brief historical review of NATO Defense Poliey 

. B. Trends affeetlng the Defense Poliey of the Alliance 
1) Pol1tlc:al and economlc trends iri Western Europe 
2) Polit1eml and economic trends in Eastern Europe 
3) Trends in Defense Teehnology 
4) The effect of these trends on NATO Defense POlicy 

C. Assessment of the eurrent polittco=military situa~ion 
1) The nature of deterrence in the mid-1960 9s. The 

role of the European members in deterr~nce 
2) The Soviet threat to the Alliance . 
3) The likelihood of conflict in Western Europe. 

How eould a waI" arise in Europe? 

Do The relationship of NATO Defense "Pollcies to the broader 
po1itlcal objectives of the Alliance 

1) The relatlonshlp of deterr'ence ta detenteo How 
far has detente progressèd and what implications 
does thiS have for NATO Defem~e Poliey? 

2) The relationship of NATO m111t~ry polio1es and 
organizatlon te European unlty. The contlnuing 
need for an lntegrated defense effort o 

3) The relationship of NATO Military Polictes to 
Trans-Atlantic cooperation. Possibillties for 
improving cooperation o 

4) The relationship of NATO Military Po11cles to 
future European political sett~ementQ 

5) . Prospects for arms control~ thé rel~tionship of 
arms control measures to NATOQs defenae require-
menta and eapabilities o ' 

6) How can modification in NATO Defense Polieles and 
ml1itmry posture contribute to broader European 
politieal objectives? 

SECRET 
IV' .. 
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~ 3 <= 

lj!. Conclusions 

1) Defense Poliey for the short term 

2) Defense Policy for the long term 

Attachment 

Reaut! of Related Current Defense Activities in NATO 

~. 

2. 
1 

3. 
1 

~. 
1 

'1. 

Revision of political gui.danc~ to military commandel"$ -
. now in preparation by the Defense Planning Commi tteH!'o 

Re-exmmination of the NATO stra~egic concept ~ now in 
preparation by the Military Commlt~eeo 

New appre:ciation of the military situation through 1975 -
now in preparation by the Military Committee. 

Re-examination of the force mix and for~e requirements -
under continuing review of the DPWG!DPC. 

Technological changes and strategie mobility - under 
consideration by the Committee of National Arma.ente 
D1rectors. 

Concept for flank rein forcements = now under consideration 
by the DPWG!DPC and MC. 

Strategie and tactical nuclear weapons ava11able for the 
defense of the Alliance - under consideration by the NPG. 

Enhancingthe role of nOD=nuclear powers in nuclear 
planning - under consideration by the NPG. 


