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From ! Acting A.S.G. for Political Affairs
Subject : Meeting of Sub-Group I - 18th September, 1967

Herewith 1s Mr. Hewton's report on the meeting
yesterday sfternoon. Reports on the further two meetings which
were held today will be forwarded tomorrow.
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Jmbassador VWatson invited genersal comments on Part I
(Bast-West Relations, Détente and Buropean Ueitlement) of the
draft report distributed on 11lth Beptember, 1967.

The BLILSIAN REPIUENT/ATIVE wanted the report to make
more explicit the relation between the Alliance and the question
of Bast-Uest relations. Ile algo pointed out the embisulity of terus
such as “"Buropean Security" vhich verc used in a quite different
senge by cthe LHoviets.

C.KADA sald that more c.uphasis phould be placed on
economic relations,

The VLTHUIRLATDS, like DEITIARI, wanted it to be clear that
at present the report would go forward under the responsibility of
the rapporteurs, It Joined ITALY in pointing out that the reference
on page 6 to "a politically and economically attractive alternative
to the present state of Burope! was left in the air, unless we were
to ascume that Part LII of the rcport (Fractical Lteps and
Procedures) is supposed to £1ll this gap. But Part 111 is more
a description of diificulties which prevent offering such an
attractive alternative, The WuTHIIL.YDI were disapoointed that
Part 111 did not fulfil the object of the Harmel Exercise, which
was "mcecant to open windows®,

The CHAIRIAI? said that to £ill out the blank on page 6
would need a lot of able oeople working continuously over a year.
{(Later in the discussion on the same point the Chairmen said “z y)
whole-~time body would be necded on this" and not o body such as
Sub~-Group 1 meeting only occasionally.) As regards the present
status of the discusslions, he accepted that comment on a
governmmental level would come at the Ipecial Group and minigterial
level.

TIORVAY y 1llke the ITLATHERLAYDS, also’ ecxpressed disappointment,
The expectations avoused by statements of ninisters were not
reflected in the conclusions ¢f the report and there is likely,
therefore, to be a negative reaction from public opinion, not
only as far as Bast-iest prospecis were concerncd wul also as to
MN:T0's future role in this context. [le asked that greater
prominence should be given in the veport to the point made on
page 13 (paragraph 10) “States and communities with differing
gsocial systems should not only co-exist but colliaborate to their
matual benefit™, The CIAINIAN said that the question of wvhat
would be made public would be up to ilinisters to deecide - as
arafted the report wvas confidential,

The UNITED STATSS suggested (1) that the rapporteurs
should preface their report with a synopsis; (2) that the report
should conclude with a nore gpecific recommendation about the
nature of consultetion and with a wore explicit statemcnt of the
task of the Allience in the 70's. Profeassor Brzezinski defined
the principal task for the future as golng beyond the previous
task of peaoce and security for WATQ countrics, to include over
and ebove this the role of promoting the development of an East-
HWest sccurity system and a general pesce settlencnt for Europe,

The mecting then went through Part I of the report
parazraph by paragraph and the rapporteurs took note of the various
detailed su:sestions Tor verbal and other changes.
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After this discussion of textual points, there was a
further discussion on the question of publicity. The CHAIRIAL
again emphasised that at the present stage the report was drafted
on a confidential basis with no sgpecific idea of publication: the
question of publication would best be taken up in the Specisl
Group with all the texts of the Sub~Groups in front of it, This
was supported by BLLGIUM and ITALY.

CATADA (Ambassador Ross Campbell) suggested that the
Special Group will decide on the fora of the report for submission
to iinisters, and could at the same time give someone the task of
drafting a version of the report in the form in which it might
later be published: this version should slso be submitted to
Ministewrs.
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