M SE EN LECTURE PUBLI QUE

PUBLI C DI SCLOSURE / DE_CLASSI FIE -

DECLASSI FI ED -

R

o e e

@

ON THE NORTH ATLANTIC COUNCIL
. ) OTAN/NATO

PARLIS XVie
TEL: MIRABEAU 53:90

10 February 1967.
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As a oontrlbutlonito the discussion which
is 1o take place in the Council on 15 February,
on the resolution of the Ministerial Council \
arising out of the Belgian Government's initiative
on the future tasks ofithe Alliance, l.have

prepared the enclosed paper which ails o &5t
out in practical form some ideas for the work
of the Council on thls subaect '

2. 1 would emphasxze‘that my Government is not

- necessarily committed to the proposals in this

paper. It is essentially a working paper

' 1ntended for further dlscu8810n.

3. I am sending copies of this letter and
enclosure to all members of the Council.
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(Befnard Burrows) -

Signor Manlio Brosio,

@
(.‘

Secretary-General,
N.A.T.O. .
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FUTURE TASKS OF TH: ALLIANCE
Paper by the United Kingdom Delegation

Chject
The aim of the study to be undertasken in accordance with the

resolution adopted by the Council on 16 December, 1966 should
be to consider in practical terms the work to which the Alliance
should devote its attention over the coming months and years,
Concentration in this way on the specific tasks facing the member
nations is likely to prove more fruitful than an attempt to
review past events or to redefine the aims and purposes ofgy%
the Alliance, It will permit the Alliance to consider how
best to adapt itself to present circumstances and future
proespects and to give sclid evidence to public opinion that the
Alliance is an effective and efficient structure responsive not

- only to developments among its own members but also to changes in

" the relationships between countries of Tast and West,

. 2. The tasks to which the Alliance should devote its attention

fall naturally under three main headings, although 1t does not

follow that 211 members of the Alliance would want to play an
egqual part in work under each head, These are:-

(a) Political arrangements.

(b) Mllltary organisation,

(c) Measures affecting the posztzonAor Burcpe within the

Alliance,
3. Examples are given below of specific tasks which the
Alliance might underteke under each of these threc heads,
. Political
L, Measures to improve polltlcal consultation within the
Alliance, on the lines of the report of the Committee of Three in
1956, e.g. by more effective use of the Committee of Political
Advisers and the grcups of Experts, Particular attention should
be given to arrangements to facilitate consultation in the Alliance
before governments decide on courses of action, in which they
might be influenced by the vicws of their allics even with regard
to arcas outside the North Atlantic aresa,
5. Ways of strengthening and intensifying the machinery for
discussion within the Alliasnce of possible measures of arms
1 control and disarmament, with a view to_ evolv1ng pr0posalgw%qw§§M

field of Buropean Security supported by the.ﬁlllance 28 .8 T
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rhole.

Pg?xﬂ?;g?g?ggéemcnt of thc r8le played in the Alliance by parliamen—
tary opinion e.g. by developing the functions of the NATO
Parliamentarians' Conference,

/Military
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Measures to streamline the military structure and organisation
the Alliance; so that it may be brought fully up to date in
ordance with the latest changes in the nature of the threat

in military doctrine and so that it may provide a more recalistic
less expensive machinei

Methods of developing greatcr co-operation and co-ordination
arms research, development and production, particularly at this
e among the Puropcan nmembers of the Alliance.

Study of the praspects of maintaining the present balance of
errence in Burope while lowering the lcevel of forces maintained
osite each other by the partics to the North Atlantic and Warsaw
aties,
ope

Methods of consultation among the Furopcan members of the

Lence on matters of perticular concern to them, in order to
ilitate the expression of Buropean point of view on appropriate

guestions.,
PPoEedure

11.

The discussion of this matter should remain the responsibility

of the Counecil, An interim rcport is to be made to the Ministerial

meeting in June and a final report in December; but occasional
neetings of the Council should also be held with Ministerial

participation to review progress and glve further directions for

the
12,

13.

work of the Permanent Representatives,
The Council could also usefully cstablish sub-comnmittees of

some of its members to prepare recommendations on particular
aspects of the matter and to report back to the Council,

The Council may alsc wish to consider formuleting ccrtain

questions, which could then be referred to or discussed with

representatives of outside interests, such s the NATO Parliamentarisns
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