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I wish to sincere 
t for his ini iative in the 

1 olution of December, and 

itude to M. Harmel. 
08&1 which led to the 
for coming here to 

us his views in greater detail. ~e are also teful for 
the very valuable by the retary General, whi illuminates 
the of s discussiono 

I am sure 
act and 
position which 
in the future" 

it is ri that. at the end of a of intense 
for our Alliance 9 we should stock of the 

we have reached and assess the tasks vvhich face us 

We find ourselves at a moment of transition for ~arious reasons. 
Do not let us lmderestimate the flexibili which the i',lliance has 

shO"l1'm the ortance of what has a been taken 0 First 
of all, the decision s been taken to move the hea ers of the 
Al and to regroup the main political and milita direct 
bo in a new relat Brussels. I llows t 
we must consideration not on the lications of the move 
for the structure of the Alliance itself t wo should also 
consider the tasks on which the new and I streamlined 
o sation should best employ itse 

, I think we are all conscious that there is a new 
atmo in East-lVest relations and that the Alliance should not 
concern itself exclusively with defence and deterrence but also, I 
would hope, increas with ente. 

it is I think recognised that the va of 
be heard as s poss ib le in the Councils of 
This in no way lies any of the essenti8 

of which this Alliance is the me expression. 
it would be in accordance with the wish all member 
ttat we should. explore ways and means of' increas 

consultation Y'lithin ..Atlantic consu.ltation, and taking 
account of spec ean interests where these can be 
identified~ 

These I take it 'overe the main objections 'Nhich lie behind the 
Resolution of 16 December. M Harme 1 has ed ·we should 

the problem in two es: first should ana the 
present situation, account of the which have occurred 
since the format ion of the Alliance 9 and s , Vife should 
identify the future tasks of the Alliance" 

I agree that these are both essential elements of the stud~r on 
which we are embarking 0 l'!;e must certa have vlell in our minds 
the political ba to any new t asks which vie undert I 
have referred to some of the main the 
b to our present discussions a Most 
familiar to us all and I should have thought that it 

believe, 
be a 

ively and si Ie tasl\: to draw up the is of t.hem. 
indeed ich we mi entrust to International 
instance, with appropriate help from De ionso 
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What I am ing is that we need not draw too 
distinction between the analysis and the action 
are certain tasks on which I expect we can reach 
for which we C5.n be to consider the 

de We do not need a reliminary ana 
on them. Other tasks 11, as M~ Harme becorlle 

as a result of the ana is. 

In this way I should 
should be able to show that 
certain fields and not 

that even before the June meet INe 
Alliance is taking lively action in 

ravis the situation with it is 

In looking to the future I do not think we need too much 
time on a redefinition o:f the a ims and s of Alliance," ',,;Ie 
are, I think, all well aware of the ro ch the Alli~nce p 
in b us to ther~ not only for our common but also 
:for common po cal ses. The decisions which have been taken 
over the past year have that 'Ne all intend to continue to n;ake 
the Alliance a rea even we shall not all in 
the ed defence organ 

For the same reason I would suggest that we need not fix ou~ 
ey-es too sharp on the date of 19690 J\dmitte ,:from that date 
it becomes open to any member country to i thdraw from the Alliance 
under Article 13 o:f the But alrea in the Nine 
FOYiferS which took in the London Conference in October of that 
year affirmed their intention to the Al as be of 
indefinite durationo More recen.t ? there have been irmations 
of the view that the Alliance continue after 19690 

one,certain intend that this should be so and 
sions about the similar views of' their allies 0 

, therefore, would be that e in 
giving Resolution of 16 December identi:fy 
the specific tasks which :face us over months and 
years ahead. This indeed is one ose of the paper which we 
have circulated for to IS discussion. I do not pretend that the 
items listed in that paper are in any way exhaustive or c ive, 
We are very ready to. consider other ions. I would 

J hov;Jever, that our ta~k s not to ry <lnd utICe an 
iVQ list of all the aims and purposes of Alliance 0 It 

should rather be to isolate those matters which we all agree to be 
of supreme ortance and then to consider hOl;v our attention and 
our resources, which all are not unlimited, should be 
concentrcted on achi them. 

The list 'Jlfhich we have circulated in our er also raises 
another general point. It will be seen that contains items 
of mi as well as o:f political si We believe 

it would be Quite unrealistic :for an Alliance o:f which 
and deterrence re~ain among the main purposes to the 
impression.that it 'Nas now sole concerned th litical and 
non-mili tary matters. ',l\!e do not suggest that exercise 
should deal with mili sation or licate exist 

o:f the DcP~C. Nuclear P18nning But there 
are certain broad stions ieh necessarily have 
important olitical ions 9 such as those mentioned in our 
paper. reover it '."!ould not be necessary that all 

/ government s 

CONFIDENTIAl, 
----~.-----~ 
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governments should take part in the study of all the items, 
military as well as political. It is for e2,ch government to 
decide in ch aspects of the s it vIants to take 2nd 
we should seek to moke our organisetion suitab open-ende~ for 
this purposeo 

This b me then to the procedure for ~hese studies on 
vrhich M. Harmel hGS outlined his ideas e 'Ve also have some 

ions in the paper which the Secret 1 himself 
ed to us, and in our O<im }Jer. It is common to a11 

these suggestions that this exerc se shOl:ld be conducted under 
the au tho of the COTh"1cil. I think it is also common 
thot the cedure ShOl:1d be flexible? that in its es: 
it 81".01,11d e informal and witho'Jt commitment by so 
I suggeEt also that there wo;:cld be advantage in using the 

ice of small sub s Vii th national rapporteurs as was 
successful done in the past. There does not seem to us to 
be mu.ch srence between the t'NO ways in which this arrangement 
can be formuJ.ated.. lNe have suggested the Council of Perr:1anent 
Representatives with occasional Ministerial meet We would 
certainly understEmd that ror the prepsT'story work Po Rs 
'would be able to meet inf'o::-mal c1nd v:i thout commi tt their 

The alternative, as suggested M. Harmel, is 
should. be set up whose membE;rs would be 

int s but I in practice largely 
PeRs, but with the unders t the Special 

would be able to Vlork cn its Q1.'m responsibili in a more 
flexib Ie V\!ay than the Coune i ; 8(Jua lly all sand 
recommendations from it would . endorsement by the 
Council at ei.ther PoR. or Minister' a1 level. If this kind of 
formula t ion were geneY'al rrec1 we for our part wOc;,ld see 
no ob jection. In any O8.se 9 I a en tire Harmel 
that the work should be done l' the of the , 

..>... 

In order to provide more Glme for the PoRs to carry out 
this work we believe that the present vvorking of' the Council 
oan be" considerab impressed by that a la number 
of more or less routine matter could e settled out 0 committee 
or meet of the ies to the P.Rs. e see no reason 

this sort of' :9roced1JT21 ovement Sh01J,ld not be introduced 
noV! 'vvi th':JU t wa it for the Ministerial meet 

Similarly, once the Councilor its sliliordinatc bodies have 
formulated questions on 1Nhic;, it iJ.[OD,ld be useful to have OU'C8la8 

advice, we co~ld I think certainly consider \[hather such 
ouestions should be remitted to 0riute outside bodies or 
even to individuals for their c:,.- One such bo "vJhclse 
advice we might p s seek, is the N~TO Parliamentarians' 
Conference, for I believe we share the objective of 
interest iamentary opinion 2S close as possible in 

llianc8 Q Moreover, one of the most rtant 
tions is to maintain an active lic oj)inion in support of 
~lliGnce. This is a most im~ortant oontribution to the 

effectiv of the Alliance and therc:t'ore in tow&rds 
(~ more durable world order. 


