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Meeting of cretary General with selected 
members of the ternational 1 
Resolution on Future of the 

The cre 

Present: Deputy Secretary General 
Mr. Jaenicke 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
!vir. 
Mr. Simms 

General d those present that, as 

a result of recent discussions with Ambassador de Staercke, 

he was in a position to indicate the ideas of the an 

with respect to the procedure to be followed 

ini ti in att to implement the il Resolution 

on the Future Tasks of the Alliance. In the course of the 

current week, the Government would distribute to 

other dele ons a document spe out its own ideas. 

Following this, de Staercke would conduct 
talks with certain other esentatives. 

About th February, Mr. 1 would wish to appear before 

the Council, possibly with other sters parti , to 

present the B an Government's ideas. At such a mee 

the appointment of an open-ended level under the 
ibility and possible of the Secretary 

General be discussed, as well as an outline of the 

substance of the study to be carried out. It was the 

Ban's view that the hi evel group mi 

include such people, for example, as Mr. stow for the US, 

and ]\llr. on for the the possibility of certain 

countries being represented on it by their Permanent 

Representatives to , however, would not be ruled out. 

The Secretary ral commented that the Belgian sals 

raised certain stions. An open-ended would almost 

ce be sed of ten or more members. Could such a 

large group do useful work, unless it were to divide into 

sub-committees? Determination would have to be made as to 

whether the results of the s should be made public or not, 

and to what extent the should be under the control of 

the 1. 
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Mr. Van Campen out that the success of the 

e se exercise had been due in to the fact 

that the e respons lity rested with only three men. 

noted his agreement with the idea that the study 

be carried out men of international stature, 

since a main purpose of the exercise was to sati public 

opinion that the Alliance was adapting itself to 

circumstances. The ere General said that it was 

not 

as this alone mi 

to re 

suggest 

se that circumstances had 

the e had d 

its usefulness, but also to spe the kind of s that 

had taken and to show how these had affected the 

Alliance. It was true that the exercise should have an 

on c opinion, but just how such an 

be achieved was another matter. The Wise Men had not 

d, 

cised their efforts: it had been c knowle , however, 

that were at work, and the precedent thus 

established would be useful in the present instance. 

Mr. tti observed that there were si cant 
es between the Three Wise Men exercise and the 

present one. In the former exercise, there had been no 
doubt that the ultimate end would be some ation 

of the Alliance; moreover, members had been chosen from 

among the smaller and medium sized powers. present 

exercise was a political one; it would be difficult 

to exclude sentatives of the rs, and it 

would be extremely diffi to chaDge a drafted by 

repre tant countries. A mixed 

procedure might be feasible: those d with the 

responsibi for the mi report to the Council from 

time to time, so that there would be a continuing 

of views, and the would not, in the end, shave 
to stamp" a report drawn up by three or four men. 

The , while reeo s the of this 

suggestion, expressed the view that there could be 

more than three or four mee of the Council for this 
mi be effect by 

the ere eral in the draf group and him 
to the Council, or by hav the whole group come 

before the It mi even be desirable not to have 

the chair the group. 
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With to membership, the Secre General 

said the stion would have to be asked whether or not 

a should be included in the group. In s 

connexion, it should be noted that the ch 

the questions under study was 

Mr. Bacchetti observed while the exercise might 

to be a one, as it had been decided on, it 

be better to have the ch in rather than out. 

cretary General pointed out that the Alliance 

be t on the side as well as on the 

side. Belgians had been stre the des 

of g the "two-pi II conce 

concept was not necessarily connected with the 

prove' 

would 

then 

ary 

ty 

s 

position, but the might seek to use it for their own 

ends. Mr. Van said that he did not favour an open-

ended group. However, if a limited group were to be sen, 

what should be the basis for sele one country and 

The cre ral, summing up, said that the 

key questions were: (i) whether the group should open­

ended or limited; and (ii) if limited, whether the French 

be in or out. Mr. Van commented that the 
(;establi d by 0 d were not 

en in this re ct the :force exe se 

was a ous example. Mr. Roberts expressed 

the view that there were compe 

the exercise under control of the 

inclined to believe the 

on the procedural question of sele 

but he it essential that the 

s 

il. He was 

well take 

a limited group, 

should not be 

d and discussion of the cedural point might WKXX 
indicate how the exercise would go in the run. The 

Three se Men exercise ded a useful precedent for the 

selection members. The cre General commented that 
the way to keep the French out would be to limit the 

membership to the smaller • Chapman suggested that 

a high-level might designate persons at a lower level 

to carry out cific studies. The cretary General said 

that, in his view, it was necessary to come somehow to the 

establishment of a , of no more than five pe 

that would really do the work. Mr. Van sted 

that it mi be ssible to establish the with members 

of one nationality and es of another; for 

a an member might have a Dutch de ,and so on. 

------- ----------------~--------------

es. / 
of 
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With regard to the substance of the matter, the 

Se General averred that the exercise could succeed 

if it was clear that there was a tical will and 

on on the of most countries to demonstrate the 
need for a continuation of NATO. 

the Alliance should be questioned 
If the need for continuing 

, the Alliance would 
alre be "half dead". Mr. disagreed, voi the 

on that it would be to 

question and then re the necessity of the Alliance. 

The Secretary commented that this question be 

resolved by the manner of the presentation. 

observed that, if it were stressed that, as stated in the 

Resolution, the study was concerned with the future 

the e, there would be an cation that 
the continued. 

Mr. Jaenicke said that, in his view, it would be we 

to discuss the substance of the matter a bit more before 
fi the procedure too It was clear that there 

were in the exercise. One way to deal with the 

argument that the presence of the Americans was not necessary 

to an se be for the onal Staff 

to make a study of the activities of the Alliance with the 

s on how these could be carried on if the US were no 

in NATO. Such a s would und show that 

any idea of the US could not be supported. The 

Se pOinted out that the French response to any 

such contention might be that this merely demonstrated their 

own that the Alliance was for the Americans. 

A more basic point was whether the ricans were necessary 

to the balance power. the could not dispute 

their necessity in this re Vis-a-vis con, 

it was necessary to make the points that the ce of power 

is a reality and can only be assured by the continuation of 
the Alliance. On the other hand, it was true NATO was 

no in the state of alarm of a few years previous, 

certain s mi be made, even in the mi field, 
in the light of this consideration. 

report mi 

ance, 

up, the ~ecre suggested that the 

start from the idea of re-jus the 

such matters as the two-pillar conc 
and the effect of the new political situation on the 

institutions of the Alliance. What the report should seek 

to do was not so much to every event of recent years 
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events on the balance of r, especi in Europe. It 

should not be expected that this exercise would up 

difficulties with the French; it would already be a good 
if those difficulties were not In conclusion, 

the Secretary General suggested that the group meet again 

on Fri ,20th January, at 11 a.m. 


