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OF THE NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY 

those who contend that NATO is no longer necessary 

there is a to assume that the Tre was a 

to the cular circumstances of and to go on to 

argue that since these circumstances no r that the whole 

is obsolete. But as the first edition of the 

Handbook zed: "It would be a mistake think of the 

as an born of the force of immediate 

circumstances. To some extent it was part of a natural evolution, ••• 11 

This is an rtant which can be corroborated , 
inter alia, the made at the time the was signed. 

Mr. Acheson, for , said: liThe reali of the Treaty is the 

of belief, of rit, of interest, of the communi of nations 

represented here. It is the t of many centuries of common 

and of the blood of many and brave men ••• It lies in 

the on of moral and tual values govern the kind 

they to lead and which they propose to defend, 

possible means, 

The 

nations nurtured in common traditions and with common respect of the 

rule of law. Moreover, their communi of interest had become clear 

through the experience of two world wars which demonstrated that an 

attack one of these nations threatened the securi of the 

whole North c area in that sooner or later the were 

drawn into the conflict. At si this was zed by 

Mr. , who said: U ce within less than 25 years the democracies 

of Western , the United States of ca, and Canada have 

faced terrible ••• It would be unpardonable to the 

repe lessons of 
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other motivations involved in the £ormation 

o£ NATO was the impulse to 

and the tion o£ the vital 

and here the 

a purely national 

o£ Han Atlantic 

es are indicative. 

Mr. Robert Schuman said: IINations are more and more c that 

their :fates are bound , that their salvation and 

their welfare can no be based upon an cal and 

aggressive nationalism, but must rest upon the 

cation human solidari Similarly, Mr. Bevin declared: 

last democracy is no r a series o:f isolated units. It has 

become a cohesive zation, determined to :fulfil its 

, 

purpose .. " As to the theme of the North Atlantic, Mr. Stikker said: 

"We rejoice at the at last the truth that the 

c is a highway that unites, not a barrier that divides. n 

This theme was also touched on by , while Mr. Lester Pearson 

said: "The North Atlantic is o:f the world community 

and as we groW' to preserve the peace, all :free men grow 

with us. II 

It wou~d be a mistake, therefore, to minimise the broader 

and r term factors which led up to the signing o:f the North 

• Nevertheless, the t of the was 

undoubtedly largely determined circumstances which 

the control o:f the nations, who, to this , 
can be as NATO in response to a or 

It was Pearson who most the dual 

of when he said, its , 
born of :fear and :frustration, must, however, lead to posi 

social, economic and tical achievements i:f it is to live,1I 
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An accumulation o~ ~ic circumstances leading up to 

o~ the can be in summarised ~orm 

as ~ollows: 

2) 

The dei'eat o~ Nazi Germany and o~ an created a power 

vacuum to the West and to the East o~ the USSR. 

This power vacuum was made all the more the 

on or rorces put in hand the West because 

of' '. pressures on in contrast with 

the Soviet retention of' lilillion men under arms, e 

with the latest weapons. 

Soviet expansion, which had started the war, had 

taken over tracts o~ territory and almost million 

It had rurther led to Soviet domination o~ the 

countries of' Eastern Europe who were soon f'i bound to 

Moscow and to each other by a network of' political, 

economic and military agreements (23 such treaties were 

between and ) . 
4) fiE Soviet vetoes and policies had f'rustrated the 

the ons upon whi the UN was set up to ze 

world peace. 

5) To the generous M Plan of'fer, which was open to 

all countries, the Soviets responded by the 

formation COMINFORM fu~ the Marshall Plan as II an 

instrument of' American 

6) The of' talks on disarmament as well as on the 

on or peace treaties f'or and Austria. 

7) Soviet pressure on Persia, and later on, 
which was 

and Greece ~der Communist attack) • This led up to the 

Truman doctrine, ". enunciated 12th March, 

./ 
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The Prague coup d'etat of 22nd February, 1949, which 

shook the whole of 

9) The Soviet blockade of West Berlin which lasted 

and which the of the Treaty 

of Brussels in March • 

10) The cant Soviet offer of a non-aggression 

to Norway. Mr. Bevin had warned of s 

as as March and the offer was 

pressed on Mr • shortly before he left Oslo 

• 


