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POLAND : POPULAR REFERENDUM ON REFORMS 

~A~~/~SSESSME~T/~02S/SEC 57/~CD ITALY/111515Z, 

1, ON ~OVE~SE~ 29, 1937, POLISH PEOPLE JE~E CALLED TO THE 
? G L L S T 0 E X F i< E S S THE I r? -..; I !: .! S J =·J A P R :;. :j :< A :i J F R E F 0 .:( ;·.; S 0 E S I G ;··i E D 
T0 0VERCO~E THE SE~IO~S PCLITiC0-ECC~0~IC C~ISIS. 
JUESTIONS POSED REFE~~ED TO AUSTE~ITY ~EASJ;Es (~ITH P~!CE 
!~CREASES F~OM 4C~ TO 2~Z~> A~~ ?~OVISIG\S ~ES!GNE~ T0 STA~T 
FJA~S OF INSTITUTIQ~AL ~E~OC~ATIZ~TICN, EVE~ !FIN THE FRA~E~O~~ 

JF ~EAL SOCIALIS4 ~ITH EXCLUSIO~ OF THE U~ICM PLURALIS~ CALL~D 
F0~ ~y SOLIDARNOSC. . 
T n E R E F E iH ;·J D U ;.~ ';J A S C 0 1·1 S U L TAT I V E ,\ r; D ~~ 0 T :: I 'l D I \j G • 
ON THE EVE OF IT: 

- I~ TME ~EETI~GS OF P0LIS~ U~!FIE~ ~0~~E~ ?ARTY CPOUP) CE~T;AL 
C 0 • ·: ;.; Ii T E E P L O; U .•1 , T >-~ I ~ T Y :>, E :<: : ~ 5 S P 0 < E -~ G A I ;\ S T T H E i' ~ 0 G I( A :,1 
~F REFQ~;s OR H0riEVER VOICED ST;u~G ~CJ~TS ~~0 RESERVATI0~S7 

- S J L ! fJ A!\ '·i 0 S C R E C 0 :·1 >~ E 'l i:J E u ASS T E lT I J '17 
- CA~OI~AL GLE\? ~ECO~~EN~ED ?A~TICIPAT!Q~ IN THE VOTE7 
- CJ~~U~IST U~IONS ~ECLA~E~ THEI~ JPPOSITI0N TO PRICE INC~EASES. 

2. ~ESULTS OF ?O?ULA~ CO~SULTATI0N wERE ~EGATIVE PARTICULARLY 
AS ~~~A~DS THE ~UESTIO~ ASOUT AUSTEqiTY ~E~SuqES. 

A~STE~TIONS, THE HI~H ~U~3ER OF NEGATIVE ~JTES, A~D SLA~K 3ALLOTS 
DI~ ~~T PER~IT TO C~OSS THE Si~ TH~ESHCLD OF THOSE ENTITLE~ TO 
VOTE ACCORDING TO THE ELECTO~AL LAW. 
THE~EFO~E, EVEN IF THE LARGE ~AJORITY OF VOTERS ~AS FAVOU~A8LE 
Tv HF.JinS (A30UT 3 TO 1>, THE ~OV,ERNi'IENT PLAN i>JAS REJECTED. 
FRO~ THE ANALYSIS OF THE VOTE, IT E~E~GES THAT: 
- NUM3ER OF VOTE~S ~AS: 

• VE~Y HIGH CAROU~D 79~) I~ THE CAPITAL, AT C~ACO~, POZNAN, 
~ROCLAW AND SO~E w0RKE~ CITIES7 

• LO~ (~INIMUM 56~) IN THE 3ALTIC REGION AND THE COUNTRY7 
THE F0LLO~ING ~ERE DEFEATED: 
GEN. JARUZELSKI, MAJOR PROMOTER OF REFORMS7 
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• P 0 L I S H P ~ I:-1 A T E G L E ~>1 P , W H u 5 E I'J V I T A T I 0 N T 0 T A K E P .o\ R T I N T H E 
VOTE ~AS NOT ACCEPTED, PA~TICULARLY I~ ~URAL CENTRES, DE~OTING 

A SPLIT ~ETWEEN THE LEADERSHIP OF TrlE CHURCH A~D PARISH 
PRIESTS IN THE COJ~TRY ~HERE A~STENTION WAS VERY HIGH~ 

• SOLI~A~NOSC, ~HOSE I~VITATIQN ~AS ACCE?TE~ 0~LY BY ONTE THIRD 
OF THE ELECTORSv 

- I i·~ SIDE AND 0 U T S IDE E >J E ;'<i IE S G F ~ E F C R 1•l AT I 0,. C 0 U R S E C REP RES E i'i TED 
SY THE HARD, DOGMATIC WING OF ?JUP AND THE VARIOUS HUSAK, 
HO~ECKER A~D A~OVE ALL CEAJSESCU) 0~TAINED A SUCCES57 

- THE CONSULTATIO~ ~AS ~OT +DISSUISED+ CFOR THE FIRST TI~E IN A 
COM~UNIST COU~TRY)7 

- A LA ~ G E P A R i 0 F C 0 i·l ;.1 U ''I I S T ? A R T Y A N D 0 F F I C I A L U i'! I C i-; S V 0 T E D 
RESPECTIVELY AGAI~ST DE~OCRATIZATIO~ A~D AGAINST AUSTEKITY 
f'lU,SURES. 

3. THE PARLIA~EMT, SEJN, I~ ~0~ EXPECTED TO DRAW ITS 
CONCLUSIO~S FROM THE ~ESULTS OF THE CONSULTATION? THE SA~E ~ILL 

DO THE VI PLE~UM 0F TrlE CC, ALREADY SCHEDULED FOR DECE~3ER 1GTH, 
~UT LIKELY TO ~E DELAYED SO AS TO PERMIT A CA~EFUL PERUSAL OF 
THE SITUATION. 
SE~I0US POLITICAL PR03LE~S ARE POSE~ TO JARUZELSKI ~y THE qESULTS 
0F TnE ~EFERE~DU~i, SI~CE rlE ~AS LCOKI~~ f0R PGPULAR APPROVAL0F 
A PRQG~A~ OF AUSTE~ITY ~HIC~ ~AD ALRE~DY C~USE~TriE FALL OF 
~O~ULKA A~D GIEREK RESPECTIVELY. 
S I ~• C E T rl E R E F E R E 11; D U l·1 .~ A S :.; E i< E L Y C C; F 'J L T A T I V E , I T S i'; E G A T I V E 
OJTCJME IS NOT LlK~LY TO ?RGVG~E A~ A~~~DC~~E\T GF THE P~~G~~M 

OF REFOR:~S, ~HICrl, 0~ THE 0TMER HA~~, DJES ~OT SEE~ TO ~AVE ANY 
ALTEi?NATI·.JE. 
:;£~-:.URES Cv:-.SIDERED, HQ;,JEVER, .. 'ILL ::c ALLEV!.~TED Ai·,L; T:iEI~ i=-AC:: 
:' F I ·1 ? L E i·l E ~~ T /'; T I ·:n ::, :; ~ E G ~ i.. ~· U ,; L • 
~FTE~ ~IS VISIT I~ ~U~APEST, CA~ITAL ~F T~E CGU~TAY OF •~~~<ET 

S0CIALIS~+, JARUZELSKI ~ILL PGSSI3LY GC TO MOSCOW, ~HERE 
3 J R 2 A C HE '/ T 0 :i I S E \J G A G E u I :-J A ,~ E F G ;o ,., A T Li ~·l i' ~ 0 G t< A:·; • 
~E CA~ EX?ECT N0~ TriAT P0LISH ?~ESIDE~T, THJUGH ~EI~G SUFFICIE~TLY 

ST~0NG TG ~~i'EL THE ATTACKS F~C~ THE P4RTY'5 I~TERNAL D0G~ATIC 

·,; Il•j G , •I I L L '• A 1( E , E V E i'J I F i-. 0 T I ·1 ·.; E ~ 1 A T E L Y , S C >1 E R E ? L A ~ E :.: E :\J T S A T 
GOVERN~ENT LEVEL. ~.OST LIKELY A~0~G THE~ A~E TriOSE OF THE 
?~ESIDENT OF THE C00NCIL OF ~I~ISTERS ~ESS~ER AND HIS DEPUTY 
S A D 0 ~~ S ;< I • 
THE CHURCH A~D SOLIDARNOSC HAVE TAKEN SO FAR A ?OSTJ~E CF 
SU~STAHriAL C~UTION AND PLAY DOAN TrlE EVE~T. 

AS CONCER~S NEGOTIATIONS WITH T~E I~TERNATIONAL ~ILITARY FU~D, 

JARUZELSKI WILL ~E ~~LE TO EXPLOIT Tr!E ~EGATIVE RESULTS OF THE 
VOTE TO CALL FOR A ~ELIEF OF TH~ PARTICULARLY HA~O CQ~DITIJ~S 

~~EV!CUSLY IMPOSED ~y T~E FU~D • 
.:!T 
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