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mo j)}1lm.e 

REG. P. A. 
ACTION SLl 

Mr. W.R. Pearson 
Acting Chairman 
Political Committee 
Room 1206 
NATO Headquarters 

Dear Bob, 

metegation bu ({anaba 
~upr£~ be l '<!&.m.§J} 

Brussels, 

27 September, 1988 

~----------------~ : P. A. Sub- R3g1stry 

j File NJI~-~-&1 (\)~-4) 

As promised at today's Political Committee 

meeting, I am passing on the report from our Embassy 

in Warsaw concerning the Polish situation. I am also 

enclosing our comments on the paper on the Soviet __. 1 ~ .. ~. 
0 

\ 

nationalities issue (ISD/418). I am circulating copies 

of this letter and the attachments to the other members 

of the Political Committee. 

Yours sincerely, 

Qw,;VI<r 
Paul Meyer 

cc: Members of the Political Committee 

lalbb.JLeopolb m -1110 jiruxdle~ 
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(tCanabian 1Bdrgation 
~0 jU[~.<l& 

ilHegation bu (tCanaba 
~uprh~ be l 'e.~.~ 

C 0 N F I_~ E N T I A L 

Report from Canadian Embassy in Warsaw 

_POLAND.:;:;;LABORATORY-- FOR POLITICAL::REFO~· -IN"· EASTERN EUROPE: 

SUMMARY:ROUND-TABLI NEGOTIATIONS !ETWEEN COVT AND OPPOSITION GROUPS 

VILL PROBABLY BEGIN IN MID OCT.PARTICIPATION VILL BE BROAD,INCLODING 

SOLIDARITY IN SOME GUISi.WORKING GROUPS(REPORTING TO PLENARY)VILL 

CONSIDER POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC !EFORM PACKAGi,IN ADDITION TO 

SPECifiC SECTORAL(EG AGRIC)OR ORGANIZATIONAL(iG TRADE UNION)ISSUIS. 

LOCAl OPPOSITION liGURES,BEADY ABOUT PROGRESS TO DATE,ARE ALREADY 

EIPRISS.ING OPTIMISM ABOUT PROCESS OF DIALOGUE AND ULTIMATE PACKAGE 

OF RESULTS,ALTBOUGB EXPECTATIONS FOR SPiCIFIC.QUESTIONS,SUCB AS 

LEGALIZATION OF SOLIDARITT,ARE SOMEWHAT LOWER.TBIS CONFIDENCI,DERIVID 

MOSTLY FROM RECENT SUCCESS OF SOLIDARITY/COAL MINERS USE OF MUSCLE, 

MAT Br MISPLACED.VEAKNISS OF GOVT AND DIVS WITHIN PARTT(PUWP)MAT IN 

fACT HAKE GOVT NEGOTIATORS HOSTAGE TO HARD-LINERS AND PARALYZE TALIS. 

2.REPORT:IN CONVERSATION LAST WEll WITH EMB POLITICAL OFFICER,PROF 

BRONISLAW ·GEREMEK OF SOLIDAR.ITT DESCRIBED POLANt AS QUOTE LABORATORY 

FOR REFORM IN EASTERN EUROPE UNQUOTE.THIS MAY BE EXAGERATION.WBILE 
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PAGE T~O CONFD 

CTEER SOCIAliST I!PERIMENTERS(HUNGARY AND USSR)~AY ~CCFF AT POLANDS 

ETERNAL BUT FAILED IJFORTS TO ESTABLISH ACCEPTABLE LIYiL OF POLITICAL 

CONTROL IN SOCIALIST(MUTANT)ECONOMY,RECENT PROCESS Of INTERNAL 

DIAlOGUE AND ATTiMPTS OF BOTH GOVT AND OPPOSITION TO fiND PROPER 

!AtANCI !lTV-liN J:CONOHIC RUOIM AND CONSUMII SATISfACTION BOLD SOMI 

SIIDS Ol- Pci.OMISI. 

3.IN POLAfiD JOT! IOYT .AND~~PPOSI1I~tf'!AVI COM! TO lCCXP! PRINCIPLI Of' 

Ltrl TS OJ' 'l'El:IR POLI!l CAL -~UT!O.lliTY -AND P6L·ITI CAt/iCOiiOPilC -'PLl'l'J'OiU1. 

Sa.J~ARITY FOR ITS PART RECOGNIZES TBAT,WHATEVER RESULT OF ROUND 

TABLI 'l'ALIS,POLITICAL RllORM WILL NOT/NOT GO SO JAI AS FRII ILICTIONS. 

AS GEREMEK NOTED,THESE ARE NOT/NOT POSSIBLE IN POLAND(OR ELSEWHERE IN 

EASTERN EUROPI)BECAUSE PARTY WOULD BE UNABLE TO RITAI~ POWIR.SOHI 

FORM OF OPPOSITION REPRESENTATION,HOWEVER,CCOLD Bi POSSIBLE IN POLISH 

PARLIAMENT(SlJH)TBROUGB QUOTE SELF-LIMITING MONOPOLY UNQUOTE OF GOVT 

PARTY IN VBICB SOMETHING LitE ONE BUNDREt SEATS OUT 01 460 HIGHT BE 

GRANTED TO OPPOSITION IN SEJM.POLITBORO MEMBER AND FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

COMMISSIONII ORZiCBOVSti IS SAID TO FAVOUR SUCH A HECBANISH. 

4.~LISB POLITICAL LIAtERSHIP ALSO ACCEPTS THAT ATTEMPTS TO IMPLEMENT 

ECONOMIC REFORM DEPEND ON POliTICAL CHANGES.THE BEGINNINGS 07 THESE 

ARi IYIDENT:INTERIOR MIN tiSZCZAl IS NEGOTIATING DIRECTLY WITH WALlS! 

AND OTHER OPPOSITION FIGURES.PREPARATION FOR ROUND-TABLE IN OCT ARI 

PROCIEDING,DFSPITE RESIGNATION OF GOVT ANt DEEP SPLITS,AT WORKING 
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PAGE TaREE CONfD 

LEVIL,tiTBIN ?AaTY OVER ~AT~RE Of ECONO~IC REFORM ANt ~AINTENANCE OF 

POLITICAL AND SECURITY STATUS QUO. 

5.IN CONVERSATION WITH PROF ANDRZEJ STELMACBOWSII,(LA~TER AND ADVISER 

TO CBORCB,AND MIDIAtOR FOR PRIPABATOB.t· tALIS)WI UABNJD THAT PROPOSED 

IOUND-!AJLI TALIS,!! lOLL STIING!I,AII IIPIC!ID !0 lNCLUDI UP TO 111 

PARTICIPANTS.IOUND-TABLI WILL HOWIYIR II BROliN DOWN II JIVI WOliiNG 

OBOUJS BASED IN fS!V~~'f'o.•coNSIDII IACB 07 lOLLO~IHiitOLI!ICAL IIJORM; 

ICONOHIC R!FORH; SOCfAi· ORGANIZATIONS J'I'RADI. UNfbW, ltrD tCRICUL!UIJ.l 

W~ING GROUP MAY ALSO Bl SIT UP TO DEAL WITH JUDICIAL RIFORM.TBIRI 

I~IIPECTED TO BE WORIING GROUP TO DIAL SOLELY WI!B PROBLEMS OF BiAVY 

INDUSTRY/COAL MINING IN SILESIAN DISTRICT;IT WILL MEI! IN IATOWICE. 

A WORtlNG GROUP TO CON.SIDJ:R ISSUES AFliCTING POLISH TOOTH VAS 

CO,.SIDEUD,BUT IT WAS DECIDED THAT YOUTH ISSUES WOULD BE DEALT WlTB 

UNDEI SOCIAL ORGANIZATIONS WORIING GROUP.(TOUTB Of COURSE HAVE TAIEN 

ON PBIOBITT GIVEN THEIR ACTIVE AND SOMEW~AT RADICAL ROLE DORING 

RECINT STilE ACTIVITT).STELMACBOWSII ADVISED OS THIS INFO ~AS QUOTE , 

N--/NOT FOR PUBLICATION UNQOOTJ:,Si!MINGLT IN CONFORMITY VITB 

Aq-iiM!NT BETVEEN GOVT ANt OFPOSITION TO liiP CON!INTS or· PRELIMINARY 

!!LIS QUIET AT PRISINT .GJREM!X,V!Itl CONFIRMING 

THIS INFO THOUGHT WORKING GROUP ON JUSTICE ISSUES wOULD ALSO BE PART 

OF PACIAGE. 

6.STILHACHOVSti EELIEVED THAT PLENARY SESSIONS OF F.OU~~-TABLI,STARTING 

IN ~ID-CCT,WOOLt ONLY LAST TWO TO THREE WEE!S,BUT !HAT WOR!ING GROUPS 
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PAGI fCuR CONFD 

COULD CONTINUE FOR LONGER PERIOD,(GEREMEK WAS ~ORE C?!I~ISTIC AEOU! 

EARLY CONCLUSION OF WORKING GROUP ACTIVITY).POSSIBLI OUTGROWTH 01 

ROUND-TABLE DISCUSSIONS,ACCORDING TO STELMACHOWSKI lAS CCUNCIL OF NATL 

RECONCILIATION.GEREMIK SEEMED MORE CAUTIOUS ABOUT NATURE or NEIT 

ADMIN,IO!ING !BAT VBIRI GOVT HAD RICINTLY ASIID OPPOSITION ABOUT 

INCLUDING ONI Ol ITS MEMBERS IN NEIT CABINE!,OPPOSITION DECLINED 

07711 AS PIIHA!Uftin:RS! PRIOliTt fOR SOLlDAII!t- IS !0 ASSiSS POLIM 

ott.,.OME i)F volttNO·;oRoUPS- o·N POtiT-tc.AL RDORM.-

7-.S~ILMACHOWSti THOUGHT THAT COMPROMISE WAS WITHIN REACH AS REGARDS 

LIGALIZATION OF OUTLAWED SOLIDARITY TRADE UNION,AND CLAIMED THAT GOVT 

WAS ALR!ADY RESIGNED TO F!CT.GOVT WAS HOWEVER INTENT ON RETAINING 

IIISTING LEGAL UNIONS AND COULD BE EIPICTID TO OUTLINE CERTAIN 

CONDITICNS UNDER W!ICH SOLIDARITY MUST OFERATE.HE SAID \ALES! WAS 

WILLING TO REACH COMPROMISE WITH GOVT,BUT CONCEDED THAT WALES! BAD 

BIS CV~ BARD-LINIRS TO CONTEND WITB,WHO MIGHT NOT/NOT BE SO INCLINED 

TO ACCOMMODATE GOVT.WALESA ALSO BAD-TO DIAL WITH QUOTE PERSONAL 

FEILINGS UNQUOTE OF THOSE SOLIDARITY SUPPORTERS WBO BAD IN EARLIER 

DJ-J BEIN BARASID OR INTERNED FOR THEIR AFFILIATION WITH SOLIDARITY. 

MIRROR IHAGI OF THIS WAS DEMONSTRATED BT GEREMEIS COMMENT THAT 

SOLIDARITY LEGALIZATION WAS PERSONAL PROBLEM FOR JARUZELSti;IT WOULD 

CONSTITUTE PERSONAL DEFEAT.NONETHELESS,SOLIDARITY EIPiCTED SOME 

PROGRESS IN FORM OF LEGALIZATION,PERRAPS STEP-PY-STEP OVER TIME, 

BEGI~NING AT FACTORY LEVEL. 

~ ......... 
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PACE fiVE CONFD 

8.ST!l~ACHCWS!I tiD NOT/NOT A~TICIPATE MAJOR CEA~GES I~ GOVT 

PERSCNALITIES OB POLICIES FOLLOWING ITS RESIGNATION EARLIER THIS 

WEE!,BUT CLAIMED THAT STRONG ~vOTE KATOWICE LOBBY UNQUOTE(ORTHODOX 

IN OUTLOOI AND PRO-HEAVY INDUSTRY),EVIDENT IN CURRENT GOVT,W!S 

CLOSILY VIDDED tO STATUS QOO.BE ROPID THAT THIS CLIQOI ~COLD Bl 

SOHIVU! DILUTID IN _NEW ADHIN.WBIL~. SOLIDAlliTY 1'01 ITS PART,RAS 

JOCJJSS.D ~&lf,1Jb.D-LtNDS _1 N HILI,.ART/POLtCB Si'IUCTURI,lNfOJU1ED 

Jr~NALIS! R!S lLSO NOTJD POTENTIALLY MORE IMPORTANT RESISTANCE 

AMONG PARTY WORKERS IN COAL-MINING DISTRICTS-AS IN IATOWICE. 

9.STILMACHOWSII AND GiREMEI BOTB BELIEVED THAT PROFOUND CBANG!S TO 

POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC SYSTE~ IN POLAND WERF NECESSARY AND THAT GOVT 

BAD NOV REALIZED THAT ESSENTIAL ECONOMIC REFORMS COULD NOT/NOT BR 

INTRODUCID IN CENTRALLY-PLANNED ECONOMY tiTBOUT POLITICAL CHANGES. 

STIL"ACBOWSII HOPED NEIT ADMIN WOULD E SOME liND OF QUOTE TRANSITION 

GOVT ONQUOTE,WBICB WOULD PAVE WAY FOR MORE REPRESENTATIVE SYSTEM. 

ta.StELMACHOWSII CONTINUED TO DESCRIBE CHURCHS ROLE AS THAT OF QOOTF 

CAT!LTS! UNQUOTI,RATBiR TGAN MAIN ACTOR AT PRESENT TIME.HE BIHSILF 
I 

B~ iNDID UP IN PRESENT MEDIATION ROLE DUE TO CONTACTS ON BOTH SIDES 

OJ' TA!ti,!OTB RICOGNIZING THAT DISCUSSIONS WERE NFC!SSARY BOT !OTH 

OF THE" HAVING TO STAND BY POBLIC PRONOUNCEMENTS WHICH HAD MADE SUCH 

TALIS ONLIIELY.NEIT TASI IN PREPARING FOR ROUND-TABLE WAS TO JINALIZE 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS.NEXT THREE ~EEXS WOULD BF USEFUL IN MAKING FINAL 

ARRASG!MENTS,AND JOR POTH GOVT AND OPPOSITION TO QUOTE PSYCHOLOGICALLY 
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PAGE SIX CONFD 

PREPARE THEMSELVES UNQUOTE FOR COM1NG DISCUSSIONS. 

ll.POSITIONING AND RHETORIC ASIDE,POLISB LEADERSHIP AND OPPOSITION 

LIADIRSBIP ARI TALKING.NIITBER CAN !E ENTIRELY COMfORTA!LE A!OUT 

GRASSROOTS SUPPORT ALTHOUGH SOLIDAlUTIS STAR CONTIIUS·..atavtt/f() ·RtSJ. 
. . - .':. 
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