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CONSEIL DE L'ATLANTIQUE NORD
NORTH ATLANTIC COUNCIL

EXEMPLAIRE
I ——————————————r— Nn
cory

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH NATO UNCLASSIFIED
3rd Septemocr, 1954 DOCUMENT
AC?S2—D75&

COMMITTEE ON INFORMATION AND CULTURAL RELATIONS

NATO ATLANTIC EXHIBITION 1652 -~ 1654
ITALY, GREECE. TURKEY. FRANCE

Repocrt by the Director of Information

BACKGROUND

The idea of a travelling exhibition to explain to the
peoples of the NATO countries the origin and purpose of the
North Atlantic Treaty, together with the agencies concerned with its
implementation, goes back to May 1951. The scheme was worked out
by NATO Informaticn Service with the technical assistance of the
Precsentation Branch of & member country who cffered to be respon-
sible for the constructicn and financing of the exhibition.

2. The exhibition, which was housed in a large tent and
four expandable trallers, had twc themes: first, that of NATO
as a whcle, and secondly, the rdle in NATO of the individual country
where the exhibition was being shown. This theine varied from one
country to ancther, Every possible device was used for attracting
altention and interest, and fer driving hcome the impcrtance of
NATO: ophotographs, graphic displays, moving devices, pagivolts,
vitriscopes, cinafficke, illuminated panels, maps, cinema repeaters
and films (15 and 35 mm.)

Part T -~ NATO Thenme

3. The exhibition began by recalling (Trailer No. 1),
through photographs, the happy days of 1945, after the defeat
¢f Germany and Japan, when the Western World was living in hopes
of continued peace and lcoking forward to repairing the destruction
caused by war; then came (tent) the reminder of Soviet armed
strength and the acts ¢f Scviet aggression between 1945 and 1950.
Next, under the heauling '"The Answer to the Threat", exhibits
showed how the NATO countries came together on egual terms for
the defence of pesce and freedom. From this, the exhibition
illustrated NATO's resources for the defence of peace, together
with 1ts economle possibilities, and explained the military frame-
work of the organization, At the same time, stress was laid on the
possibility of collzboration between the member states outside
the purely military field (Article 2 of the Treaty).

Part II - the National Theme

L. Trailers 2 and 3 were placed at the disposal of the
government receiving the exhibition tc house a national exhibition,
explaining that country's contribution and position and its
relation to the Alliance as a whole.
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VISIT OF THE ZXHIBITION TO NATO COUNTRIES

5. ITATY: The first visit of the exhibition was to Italy.
At the Itnllln Iion Government's request, the exhibition was shown under
the name ¢f thc "Caravan of Pcace'". During the period Fcbruary to
August 1952, it made o very successiul tour of the principal
Itzlisn eitics (Naples, Rume, Dulu&nu, Milan, Bari, Genca, Turin,
Florence and Venice) wvhere it was seen by 1,542,815 visitors.

6. GREECE: The Greck Government then asked for the exhibi-
ti.n. ofter adsptuticn, it visited Salonika and Athens (September
to Novemver 1952)and in thosce tue centres it was seen by 755,148
necple.

7. TURKEY: ¥From Grecce, the exhibition went to Turkey at

_k request t of the Turkish Government. Between January and March
1953 it was showm in Anxara, Izmir and Istanbul. Here again 1t
fad a very Tfavcourable recepticn: visitcors numbered L20.473.

G FRANCE: In January, 1953, the Scerctary General drew
the attenticn of the French Government to the value of the exhibi-
ticn and teo the results it had achicved in other NATO countries,
and asiked whether France would like to sec it on its return from
Turkcy. The Irench Gevernment accepted the offer and a committec
Jos set up to adapt the themes to Frencenn public opinion. It was
decided to call the French version "Bxposition Atlantioue — Défense

de 12 Paix"., The national part ¢f the exhibition covered the French

defence effeort as a whole, ;md the French struggle against communism
in Indcchina, as well as the French contridbution to the Korean

campaign.

9. Cr ¢ptember, 1953, the preview of the exhibition

cok place in the prescnece of members of the French Delegation to
NATO, se¢nicr Freneh officials, and NATO staff members. Between

16th Septcemoer, 1953, and 24th June, 1954, the exhibiticn visited

Strasbourg, Lille, Paris, Lycon, Marseille, Toulon, Nice, Bordeaux,
Rennes, Nantes and Le Hov rc, where it closecd cn 24th June. The

total number of visitcrs during the French run totalled 1,090,860.
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Comments

10. The presence of the exhivbition gave rise in each of the
four ccuntrics visited tc numerous press articles, to broadcast
cormentarices and cxtensive newsrecl-coverage (see Annex attached),

11, Otrer moemeer countries have shown an interest in the
¢xhibiticn, but unfortunately, in March 1954, the Informaticn
Division was adviscd thuat 1t could not cxpect further financial
suppert for this project. In view of the ccst invelved it was
round impossible to neet further reguests, and this popular e¢xhi-
piticn was therefure discontinued,

12, However, in vicew of the success of the exhibition in
France, the Fronch Goverrment recently requested that a revised
and smaller version of the Atlantic Exhibition be made available
te tour privincial towms and rural districts in France,.

13. This new exhibition, to be called "Amitié antlantique',
will lsy more stress "on the idea of the Atlantic Community than
cn the noticn of defence agueinst a Soviet menace”. It will cen-
sist of four trucks and trailers.
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14, The French sutherities have informed NATO that they
will be financially responsible for the preparation and cperation
of this new exhibition, The InIormation Division, for its part,
welcomes the initiative ¢f the French, Government and will furnish
such tecnniczl assistance as may ve required.

15. Tris repert is sent tc members of the Committee for
informaticon cnly and will not appear on a Committee Agenda.

(Signed) G. PARSONS Jr.

Piulals de Chaillot,
Puris, AVic,
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