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NEARLY COMPLETE

Jltalian to Command Southern

Front, the Only Important
Position to Be Filled

By EDWARD A. MORROW
Special to Taa Nrw York Tmics.

PARIS, March 24—The day that
(Supreme Headquarters,
Allied Powers in Europe) will be-
come an operational command
moved closer this week when Gen.
Dwight D. Eisenhower named nine
military leaders who will share
with him tne responsibility of
planning and commanding the de-
tense of Western Europe.

. The long and ticklish negotia-
tfons necessary to evolve a Head-
quarters Command satisfactory to
the twelve nations of the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization have
already set back the ‘date when
General Eisenhower will be able
officially to take over the com-
mand of the fewer than ten divi-
sions now offered to him. Only the
naming of commanders in the
southern area stands in the way
of his command becoming opera-
tional. This may prove difficult.

The appointments of Field Mar-
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Admiral Brind is in over-all command in Northern Europe, but Gen-
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shal Viscount Montgomery of Ala~
mein as Deputy Commander, Air
Chief Marshal Sir Hugh ders
as Air Deputy and Admiral Sir
Patrick Brind as Commander in
Chief, Northern Europs, went a
long way toward assuaging the
hard feelings aroused in Britain

command ths North Atlantic
ocean region.

first signs of pique in France.
noted that “there is a definite pre-

plex heirarchy of General Eisen-
hower's Supreme Headquarters.
Although General Alphonse-Pierre
Juin has been named commander

whittled away by the fact that he
there. Instead, thess will b com-

stad, an American.

French Public’s Indifference

While the area put under th
French g would dl
be of the greatest importance
in the event of hostilities, France
will exercise only a limited re-
P y in the £ fon of
the Allled strategy, Le Monde add-
ed. One reason forithis state of
affairs was to be'found in a
marked lack of French public in-
terest in the compasition of Su-
preme Headquarters.:

Nevertheless, France's leaders
are looking forward to the even-
tual composition of the southern
sector. Command of ground forces
in that area has already been
promised to an Italian general

It i3 presumed the air and naval
commanders in the southern areas,
as well as the ground forces chief,
will be in the category of being
“directly responsible to General
Eisenhower.” The French are re-
ported interested in obtaining at
least one of these two posts.

However, the formation of the
Southern Command is further com-
plicated by the planning going on
for the establishment of an over-
ali Mediterranean Command. The
relationship of such a command,
which  would possibly
Greece and Turkey and other non-
treaty countries, to General Eigen-
hower’s Supreme Headquarters (s
proving difficult to establish, since
basic strategic concepts must be
resolved, as well aa the problem
whether an American or a British
admiral should command there.

Thus far, thess military leaders
have no divisions to send into bat-
tle. They have only the promises
of divisions. totaling an estimated
160,000 ground troops, that will be
put at the fmmediate disposal of
Supreme Headquarters when it en-
ters the operational phase. The
interallied training and indoctrina-
tion of these troops should bs un-
der way soon.

Then the bigger job—that of re-
cruiting, training and equipping
1,250,000 more men to form about

as a result of the nomination of|.
Admiral William M, Fechteler toj.
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ponderance of Britons™ in the com-|

in chief of the vital Central Sec-|,
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