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NLTO Farewell  Xecep t i o n  f o r  General  Eisenhower. 

General o f  the  imny, Dwight D. Eisenhower, Supreme 1 , l l i ed  

i Headquarters o f  the Nor th  i2tlantic  Treaty  Organization this  morning. 
500 members o f  t he   In t e rna t iona l   S t a f f  o f  NiTO and o f  the  Nat ional  
Delegations t o  the North At l an t i c   T rea ty  Council, 'vere present.  
L o r d  Ismay, Secretary  General,  and  Vice Chairman of the North 
Ltlantic  Council,  introduced  General  Eisenhower. 

.. Commander Europe,  Daid a f a r e w e l l   v i s i t   t o   t h e   P e l a i s  de Cha i l lo t  
l '  

LORD I SKAY: 

Ladies and Gentlemen of  the  Nor th  i , t l an t i c  T r e a t y  Organization. 
General  Eisenhower  has  very  kindly  consented t o  come here  today  and 
give  us a f a rewe l l  message. 

GENEFUAL E I  SEKHO'JIIER : 

Ladics  and  Gentlemen, I om c e r t a i n l y   i n  a unique  posit ion.  
You know, you a r e  my bosses  and  usually one does  not go around 
giving good advice and l e c t u r i n g  t o  his bosses ,  s o  I w i l l  t r y  
today   to   avoid   be ing   in   the   pos i t ion  o f  teacher or preacher. I 
s h a l l  t r y  t o  t e l l  you, i n  my own ivay, scjmething of what I th ink  
of  t h i s  Group,  something of my respec t  f o r  i t s  oppor tuni t ies  f o r  
se rv ice ,  i t s  capaci ty  for gcod in  the  world  today. 

. .. 

Primari ly ,  I be l ieve  th i s  i s  the  only body i n   t h e  whole f r e e  
w o r l d  t h a t  i s  meeting day-by-day and s tudy ing   ob jec t ive ly   t he   r ea l  
i s sues ,   the   rea l   p roblems,   tha t   a re  of  concern t o  a l l  of us. Those 
problsms involve  our  freedoms  as  individurls--the r igh t s  t h z t  came 
t o  us  when we w e r e  born   in   the  image of Gcd. Fundmental ly ,  this i s  
what  you a r e   d e a l i n g   u i t h  anü ycu a r e  the  only Group t h a t  i s  meeting 
.and dispassionately  s tudying  the problem a l l  t h e  way from i t s  ma te r i a l  
aspects  such as making a l i v i n g  f o r  ourselves  and producing  the 
s t r e n g t h   t o   p r o t e c t   t h a t   l i v i n g ,  t o  the  chal lenge of growing c u l t u r a l l y ,  
i n t e l l ec tua l ly ,   sp i r i t ua l ly   t h roughou t  our whole l i ves .  Now, because 
I have  the  deep  conviction  that you people  have a mission o f  such 
transcendent  importance t o  t h e   f r e e  world, I l i k e w i s e   f e e l   t h a t  i t  
i s  going  to  take  courage on your p a r t  t o  discharge i t  e f f e c t i v e l y  
and  properly. I r e a l i z e ,  o f  course,   that   each o f  the members or' the 
Counci l - - the  pr incipals ,   the   ones  that  have to   bear   the   respons ib i l i ty - -  
each o f  you has a c e r t a i n   r e l a t i o n s h i p  with your own government,  which 
i s  a sovereign  nat ion,  and that you have to   p re sen t   v i ews   i n   ce r t a in  
meet ings  that   are   not   necessar i ly   your  own views. I n  such  cases,  ' "__.....,..... -,.. ...... .. , .. .....,..,.,,. ",_, 
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YOU have to   p re sen t   t he   pos i t i on  of your  government, but   thank God 
t h a t  i s  only   par t  9.f your  xork. i,s i n t e l l i g e n t  men s tudying   the   @eat  
problems  before  our community, you not  only  have  the  opportunity 
but, i n  my humble opinion, you have the  duty of reaching  conclusions 
and  convictions  based on your  ovm i n t e l l i gence ,  your own h e a r t  and 
your own b e l i e f s .  And, moreover, I b e l i e v e   t h a t  you r e a l l y  have 
the  duty o f  making the  views  clear  to your  own country, your  O w n  
government,  because I r epea t ,   t he re  i s  no m e  who could  possibly  have 
the  opportunity t o  s tudy  these  subjects   as   dispassionately,   as  
ob jec t ive ly ,   as   the  members o f  this Group. 

year  which  would i l l u s t r a t e  th? very  f ine  cooperat ion  and  support  
t h a t  we have received  f rom  the  c ivi l ian  sect ions of 1Ti:TO; such 
sentiments would be  very  sincere and, o f  course,   they  are   ra ther  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of such  occasions  as t h i s  when  some as soc ia t e  o r  
member o f  an  organizat ion i s  leaving. However, I think you  know how 
c o r d i a l  o u r  assoc ia t ion  has been. I th ink   t ha t  you, l i k e   t h o s e   a t  
SHAPE, have  been  animated by the same passionate  hope o f  se rv ing  
humanity, of  making i t  secure,  o f  gaining ground toward t h a t   l e v e l  
of s e c u r i t y  where we can  devote o u r  income,  our  resources, OUT 
p roduc t iv i ty  t o  t he  good of people. We should  l ike  soon t o  reach 
tha t   po in t  where we do no t  have t o  d i v e r t  s o  much o f  our   na t iona l  
incomes i n t o  the p r o f i t l e s s ,   s t e r i l e ,   n e g a t i v e  means tha t  we c a l l  
mi l i ta ry   format ions .  I t  i s  8 group  such as y o u r s  that   can  possibly 
do more to   preserve  that   balance  between what i s  necessary   in  b w o r l d  
t h rea t ened   by   ev i l  and what we must ea rnes t ly  t r y  t o  do i n  a more 
cons t ruc t ive   d i r ec t ion  more in   keeping  with the   i dea l s  for which 
f r e e  government rra0 s e t  up. 

I n   t a l k i n g   t c  you  today, I could   rec i te   exper iences  o f  t h e  W.st 

Now I r e a l i z e  when d iscuss ing   such   subjec ts   before  a body l i k e  
this t h a t  I am t a x n g  t o  people who in  t h e i r   i n t e l l e c t u a l  and 
scho la r ly   a t t a inmen t s   cm  t ake   t he  same sub jec t  and make something 

before  you 1s t ha t  no  one could be more devoted than I t o  t h e   r l g h t s  
eloquent  out o f  it. The on ly   t h ing   t ha t  I can m i n t a i n   a s  I stand 

and p r i v i l e g e s  o f  Free  people. I b e l i e v e   a l s o   t h a t  they have it 
within t h e i r   c a p a c i t y  t o  h o l d  their   freedom i f  each will meet h i s  
j u s t   ob l iga t ions  and   du t ies .   In   the   f ree  wor ld ,  the  zccumulated 
combined resources   a re   such   tha t  i t  sometimes  appears  that we a r e  
f o o l i s h ,  p r a c t i c a l l y   r i d i c u l o u s ,  t o  be   f r igh tened  o f  an2 f o r c e   i n  
the world.  Our one t rouble  i s  t h a t  i;re are   no t   un i ted ;  we too much 
en joy   the   spec ia l   p re jue ices  and susp ic ions   t ha t  keep us apart .  NOW 
the Communist uses   the  p in  the  kidneys--a  knife  between  the  shoulder 
blades-and o f  course  people   are   unif ied o r  e l s e   t hey  do not   ex is t .  
We have t o  f i n d   b e t t e r  ways. One o f  the   ways . i s  t h i s  body and I can 
see  the  development o f  f r lendshlp ,   unders tandmg,   un l ty  as a primary 

r e s p o n s i b i l f t i e s .  
j o b  o f  you entlemen who stand i n  the  f r o n t  r o w  and bear  heavy 

You have a p e a t  Organization.  Everybody in   tha t   Grganiza t ion  

w l t h  people  throughout  the world; i n   t & e i r  day-by-day meetlngs. 
c@ do something--in t h e i r  l e t t e r s  home. i n  a l l  t h e i r  commynications 
We c m  do t h i s   t h i n g  if we can  produce  something  close t o   t h a t  
described by  a g r e a t   h e r i c a n   p r e s i d e n t ,  1!!aodrow ïrVilsorl. He said: 
"The highest   form o f  e f f i c i ency  i s  the  spontaneous  ccoperation o f  a 
free  people".  Now, i f  you w i l l  sim2ly take  the  expression  "free 
people"  and make i t  p l u r a l   i n s   t e a d  of s ingular  I be l ieve  you will 
have the s l o g a n ,  the  watchword, the  objective,   that   should  guide 
everybody assoc ia ted   wi th  t h i s  kind of' an   e f for t .  

I should  hope t h a t  I would not  be  out of p l ace ,  L o r d  Ismay, 
i n   j u s t  making  one simple pledge  before I say my f i n a l  good-bye. 

Wherever I am, whatever I s h a l l  be  doing, I s h a l l   n e v e r   l o s e  
my f a i t h ,  my c o n v i c t i o n ,   i n   t h e   e s s e n t i a l   t r u t h  o f  what I . have  been 
t r y i n  t o   s a y  t o  you J u s t  now. I sha l l   cont lnue  t o  work l n   t h a t  
d i r ec  f i o n  consc ious   tha t  we must -- quickly 2 s  i s  poss ib l e  -- 
Out Of t he   s t r i c t ly   mi l i t a ry   bus iness   he re  m d  get   into  something  that  

ge t  
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i s  more p r o f i t a b l e  f o r  us  ES a whole--more i n  keeping, as I say, 
with our   cu l ture   and   our   pwposes  of  o u r  type o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n .  

i3:ith that  pledge, I hope tha t  1 have   es tab l i shed  a f a c t  t h u t  
with t h i s  body  and with everybody i n  i t  I s h z l l  alTJ2YS be Warmly 
a s soc ia t ed   i n   hea r t   even  i f  I am no t   he re   t o   c l a sp   your  hand -- 
good-bye. 

Generel  Eisenhower, I speck f c r  every m m  2nd v: o m m  i n   t h e  
N o r t h  Lt lan t ic   Trea ty   Crgcniza t ion  when I say we a re   deep ly   g ra t e fu l  
t o  you, S i r ,  f o r  spar in   t ime to come he re  this  morning. Ke are 
immensely  encoura  ed  ans   fcr t i f ied by  your   insp i r ing  words. We 
pledge  ourselves  $0 do  our  utmost for   the   cause  which you hold  s o  
dear and for which you have  fought so v a l i a n t l y ,  

'Je s h a l l   s o r e l y  miss you, S i r ,  b u t  we a r e  f o r t u n a t e  tha t  you 
are   being  succeeded by t h 2 t  renowned leader,  General  Ridqvay, and 
we are  immensely conforted  that   your  brilliznt Chief of btzff', General 
Gruenther, 1s remainlng wlth us. 

S i r ,  we wish you ûod Speed and a l l  the  success  that  you s o  r i c h l y  
.- deserve. 




