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11, AFCOIHTMENT OF SUPRENE COMMATDER

Gentlemen, I am surc you await with impatiencc the
comminique which has beon announced to you yestorday and
it you so dcsire I will give the floor to Mr, Achesol.

1R. DEAN G. ACKLSOE ( UNITED STATTS ): Mr. Chalmman I
have a communigue which I should like to recad to you.

My dear Kr, Chairman, at your vehest I hawe cormmni-
cated Lo the FPresident of the United Stotes the roquest of
the North Atlantic Couneil thoat the United Stetes Govern-
ment dcsipgnate o United Statces officer for the position of
Suprems Allicd Commcndcor Gurope ond it 1s recarmended that
Gencral of the Army Dwight D, Tisenhower be so dcsignated.
I tronsmit herewith the Bresident’s reply. Pursuant to the
request of the Worth Atlantic Council that I dosiginte o
United Stotes officer to take the position of Bupreme
Allied Commander Burope, I have designated General of The
Army Dwight D. Discnhowar. In tuking this action I wish
t0 expresc my gratification end agreement with the view of
the North itlantic Council that Genoral TMisenhower's ox-
perience and tnlente make him uniquely qualificd to 252Ul
the important rogsponsibilitics of this position. Signed
Harry 9, Truman'.

MR, WL van Z3ELALTD ( BELGIUN ) (Intorpreted): CGontlomen,
T am dertain that I o speaking in the name ef all of
us when I cxpress our thonks to Mr., Acheson for the diligenco
with which he nccomplished this dslicatc mission whieh Wo
asked him to accomplisli. T also thinlk I intaerprod the fecl-
ings of all when We aslk him to thank the Ppresgident ol the
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United States and express the great appreciation of this
Council.

Gentlemen, I have in front of me the draft of a text
by which the North Atlantic Council formally expresses its
position with regards to the communication which has just
been made to us, If you are agreed, I will proceed to

read this.
(Reading in English)

"The North Atlantic Council, having made provision in
sccordance with the recommendation of the Defense Committee,
D.C. 23, for the integrated force for the defense of Europe
under the Supreme Commander, and having the request of the
president of the United States to designate an officer of
the United States to fill the position of the Supreme
Commander, and the President of the United States having
designated General of the Army Dwight D. Eisenhower, the
Council therefore decree that General of the Army Dwight D.
Eisenhower is appointed the Supreme Commander with the powers
and functions specified in D.C. 24/3 over the forces to be

assigned to his command.

(Interpreted): At the same time, gentlemen, I have
been requested to read you the text of the letter which 1
have received from Mr, Moch, Minister of Defense of France:

"Tn conformity with the instructions of the Government
of the French Republie, I have the honor of giving my
agreement to the designation of General of the Army Dwight
D. Cisenhower as Supreme Commander of the forces of the
Atlantic Powers in Burope (SHAPE) within the framework of
the decisions of the North Atlantie Council dated 18

December 1950.
miith expressions of consideration." Signed, Jules Moch.

MR. JULES MOCH (FRANCE) (Interpreted): Mr. Chalrman,
I fea2l we may congratulate ourselves upon having arrived at
this decision, which, as I said yesterday, is an absolutely
essential one with regard to the future, And I wish also
to thank the Secretary of State of the United States of
America for the rapidity with which he was able to arrive

at this solution.

I feel that the very solemn act which we are living now
should be materialized and made real in two ways: The first
consists in unanimous agrecment by ourselves of the resolution
which you have previously read, And the solemnity of this
would be greatly enhanced if this resolution were to remain
in the Archives with the signatures of the twenty-four

Ministers present.
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" And secondly, I feel there should be an individual
ancwer somewhat on the model of mine by each government
and which would commit cach government,

MR, PAUL van ZEELAND (BELGIUM) (Interpretedj: May I
ask you whether you would agree to follow these suggestlions?
Pirstly, dc youw accept the drarlt resolution which I read to
you? Does someone request the floor? If no one requeste the
floor, may I consider this resolution is accepted? It shall
be so ordered,

Will you now give me your opinions on the sccond part of the
suggestion; that isy a letter addressed by the individual
governments and patterned on the letter which was
signed by Ur, Moch? May I take it trot we are aprecd? May
I then ‘suggest that the different delsgations address the
aforemzntioned letter to me. And nay I suggest that this
be done duvring the course of this day in order that the
guestion he definitely settled.

COUNT CARLO SFORZA (ITALY) (Interpreted): Mf, Chairman,
the Italisn Government may give its agreemsnt in principle
to the propvosal of Mr., Minister Moch, but cur constitutional
rules do not allow me to give an answer at this time,

¥R. PAUL van ZEELAND (BELGIUM) (Interpreted): I bclieve
that some of the delegations may have some reservations as to
the legal and constitutional form which they will have to
give their answer,

MR. HATWARD M. LANGE (NCRWAY) (Interpreted): Mr,
Chairmasi, each of us will be obliged to give to his letter
the neccssary form conditioned on the constitutional
provisions of hie own country. What will happen, in effect,
is that we will all say the same thing, but there will be
varictions in the formula,

MR. PAUL van ZZELAND (BELGIUM) (Interpreted): If I
understood the proposal right, it was suggested lhat all the
Minisiters here present put their signature to this letlter,
the resolubicn., Would this not be a manner of gxpression of
our agrecment in principle? This could be done and locave the
other nart; that is, the individual letters, to be cxpressed

according to the constitutional provisions of each country.

COUNT CARLO SFORZA (ITALY) (Interpreted): The Minlster

"of Italy requested the Chairmen to regyest the interpreter

bvefore he started the interpretation to give the name of the
pereon e Was gpeaking for, This will be done., -
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